‘THURL IS HAVING A. [BRAD HASNT. TAND NIGK HASNT, 
‘BACK ABOARD THE POST-DATED CHECK LOAN, [ HARD TIME ADJUSTINGU ADJUSTED TO ‘ADJUSTED TO 
TAGON'S CREW IS REUNITED, THATLAST6IG. | TO HIS NEW WEIGHT, TT BEING A TWO BRAD'S NEW 
WAS ROUGH, BUTT WASN'T ANYTHING THAT | AND COMPLAINS THAT) | LEGGED SIZE, EITHER. 
THE JUDICIOUS APPLICATION OF ILLEGAL Ee neg ee cei) 


FOOD THE WAY HE, 
MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY COULDNT FIX. USED TO, 


HOW ARE WE DOING, 


2 DOCTOR? EVERYONE 
‘BACK TO NORMAL? 


ABLE TO CLONE 
(Eres FOR HIM YET? 


Tagor's question | | SERGEANT, WERE 
is Better than the] | YOU EAVES” 
science-y kinds, a 
Though. ON US? 


Alioud you tak 
and how well 
hear later. 


For now, les just) 
say 'yes, | stole 
them," and ‘no, the 
owner won't come 
looking For them! 


‘And Go answer the 
‘question you haven't) 
asked uet, ' Yes | 
would! like ‘your help’ 
stealing a new pair.’ 


(00H... IT'S TIME 
FORA 6000, OLD- 
FASHIONED QUEST 


‘SERGEANT, WE'RE ALL 
REALLY GRATEFUL THAT] 
YOU SPONSORED US 
‘THROUGH OUR EMPLOYEE] 
BUY-BACK. 


WE'RE ALSO VERY 
Grarerui ror He 
Wares ng fe ¢ 
Wee 
TOSAEAILOF OUR | next paicheck 1) 
Reece ee 


EXACTLY, WE'RE 
EXACTLY THAT 
GRATEFUL 


You're SO grateful thats 
eialcoaical gvain 


grater ‘enough CO 
Ip me steala new 
set_of eyeballs, 


WE CAN'T JUST PACK UP AND , 
MAKE PERSONAL TRIPS, HO 
MATTER THE URGENCY. YOU 
NEED TO UNDERSTAND THAT, 
‘THIS TS A BUSINESS, 


Ores 
er you've 

fom aed For ioe 
with’ less than half 
the danger. 


‘THERE ARE WARS BREAKING OUT] 
ALL OVER, SERGEANT. I'VE GOT, 
HUNDREDS OF OFFERS FROM 
PEOPLE WILLING TO PAY US 
GOOD MONEY, JUST FOR 
FACING UP TO SOME 
DANGER WITH A LITTLE 
BIT OF EXTREME, 
VIOLENCE, 


OH. THAT'LL 
WORK, TOO. 


LET ME GENERATE MORE] 
CAPITAL, AND I'LL BUY 
YOU SOME NEW EYES. 


BREYA, WE'RE GETTING ES] ARE YOU ASKING YOU DON'T PLAN TO STICK YOU'RE STILL 
READY TO HEAD OUT TO) wa ME TO COME AROUND, BUT YOU DO WANT TOV A THUG, BUT 
POINTS UNKNOWN ON pod ALONG, OR ARE KNOW IF WE WANT YOU TO STAY,}I\ IT’S NICE TO 
CONTRACT. WHAT ARE JIN |LYOU ASKING ME $0 YOU CAN FEEL SOME WEIRD SEE THAT 
YOUR PLANS? Does IT Wa NO. 1 GUESS: SENSE OF VALIDATION, YOU'VE GOT 
MATTER? JIN IT DOESN'T, SENSITIVE 

SIDE, 


c= 


FEE Bae Heke EVEN THOUGH YOU greet Gore wank He's not bitter. Ho's 
WE INTERRUPT THES you to Cell me afraid of explaining 
DID HAVE TO RIP MY HEAD OFF J Zomeciay il Find! fee he ee toe 
z TO DO IT, YOU'RE A GOOD ly 
ARTEL FRIEND, AND 1 erecta eee eyes For you. 
SOMEDAY YOY Stop right L | Someone rig} 


IT'S TIME FOR ME TO GO, there, please) 
NOW, SCHLOGK, 


(QUEST FOR A TENDER 


ld 


- Parcion me wrile [ES x 
{DIDNT REALIZE) | Sve the eal 
BITTER, I'M SORRY, )| Maraca a goc ie 


OKAY, SERGEANT. 
YOU'VE HIRED US. 
NOW, WHERE ARE 
WE GOING? 


They've got a Fairly low 
technology base, and 
there are lots oF; 
different riding 
Factions, 


(WHERE DO WE POINT] 
THE SPACESHIP®| 


1T SOUNDS 
LIKE WE CAN PRETTY 
MUCH TAKE WHAT WE 

WANT FROM THESE 
PEOPLE. SO, WHERE 
[EXACTLY ARE WE GOING? 


I don't know where it 
is, Does it help if | tell 
you the name?’ 


Th my language, my 
home=worldl is called 
*bruuurrp =, 


1M ALL FOR CULTURAL 
DIVERSITY, BUT PLEASE, 
PLEASE NEVER SPEAK 
YOUR NATIVE LANGUAGE 
AT A STATE DINNER, 


‘you want to 
hear our word 
For ‘this Food 


= Le | | CAPTAIN, | SUGGEST INE | | EXCELLENT SUGGESTION, PETEY. BARES 
BEFORE OUR HEROES ‘Hey, when | left, 1] |EET THE SERGEANT TELL] | SOHLOCK, TELLUS A STORY, 
CAN DEPART ON THETR Wasn't doing the || US EVERUTHING He CAN) i 


JEST, THEY NEED TO i REMEMBER. TLL THEN 
ac Weenie Griving, OkaY?4 | CROSS-REFERENCE ALL 
RE =~ 2|| BATA POINTS WITH THE 
B IELRE CCIN PUBLIC WORMCATE 
— NETWORK, 
GW EANYOU 
TN OSsIELY 


— i STORYTIME] VIPEEEI 


Well, where | come VAR] | In Fact, mostiy we 


From there is only one, 
‘space-port, and my 
people con't have 
much to do with it, 


ignore it, And the 
smugglers, pirates, 
and expatriates who 
fly ships onto ancl 
OFF OF my world 
mostly ignore us. 
We're just part of) 
the landscape. 


‘Once in a while, an 


enterprising amorph will 
Woecicie he wants 'ofF this 
rock, and he'll stow away. 


Without Fail, he's never, 
heard From again. OF 
course, amorph parents 
are quick to point that, 
out bo wayward 
youngsters, 


‘So there | was, with what, 
passes For a migraine 
headache amon 

And amnesia. All | knew 
was that | was being 


but it wasn't clear. Like 


ay 
(Trow maybe Id killed a Fellow 
famorph For the eyes | was using. 


for how there was Chis 
iinioc pirate looking For 
‘an amorph For his crew. 


Well, he Found me... or_| 
Found him. Anc three 
worm-jumps later our 
ship hadi a hole in it, 
and | was being shipped! 
‘OFF to some circus. 


OCH, THAT TALE id 
OUST CHOCK-FULL OF 
USEFUL STAR MAPS, NOL) 
iSN'T iT? 


Tger 
Real sarcasm. It’s so rice 
to be back on board. 


AND iTS TAKING AN 
IMMERSURROLY STALL) 
PERCENTAGE OF A 


if YOU COULD 
REMEMBER 
SOMETHING 
EL5é, ABOUT 
YOUR TRIP, 1 
MIGHT 8 OLE; 
TO HELP. 


x ou know 
everthing | do. 


L655 THAN A QUARTER 
SMIOGEN Of A TINY BIT OF 
HE LEFTMOST. 
Finish the 


Joke already. 


SUBSYSTEM OF: 
THE... WHAT? 


Hah. You mz 
know more than 

do, but | can still 
ruin your delivery. 


ABOUT YOUR PAST, LOOSE WITH SOME HYPNOSIS, IT'S PART OF 
SERGEANT. HYPNOSIS. THE WHOLE ‘LEADING 
“THE FLOCK’ THING. 


MAY BE ABLE TO HELP HYPNOSIS. WE'LL PRY SS] WHERE DID) —_| ALL RELIGIOUS LEADERS | THAT WAS A 
YOU REMEMBER MORE, ADDITIONAL MEMORIES) HAVE UNDERSTOOD | JOKE, OF 
course. 


‘SERIOUSLY, IF YOU'LL HEY, IT'S PERFECTLY 
LET ME HYBNOTIZE SAFE, AND I'M VERY, 
YOU, I CAN RECOVER VeRY'GOOD AT IT. 
MEMORIES THAT WILL| 

HELP US FIND YOUR 

HOMEWORLD. 


1 think this 
Dis doomed to 
JM Fail, Reverend. 


OKAY, VISUAL STIMULI WON'T 
WORK. BUT YOUR SENSE OF 
TOUGH AND YOUR SENSE OF 

HEARING ARE BOTH FINE, 
RIGHTS, 


want to try? 


WE NEED TO SET UP A 
RHYTHMIC PATTERN OF. 
SENSATIONS FOR YOU TO, 
CONCENTRATE ON, SO 
‘THAT I CAN BEGIN, 
IMPLANTING 
SUGGESTIONS TO) 
UIBeRATE YOUR 
SUBCONSCIOUS, 


Uke maybe wo 
drop a spanner, 
on his hoad 
every 10 
seconds? 


WHAT A COINCIDENCE, 
‘THAT'S ALMOST EXACTLY 
WHAT DID NOT HAVE 
INMIND, 


Havyn has 
spannars. 


| think you're on Go: 
something with the 
‘rhythmic sensation’ 
hypnosis, And | 
fmow just how to 
make it work. 


THIS IS 
DEMEANING, 


BEATS BEIN” 
SHOT AT.) @ 


REMEMBER, RUS 
TO THE BEAT OF, 
THE MUSIC. 


& 


Dy 


6, 


RESULTS OF SCHEOCK'S 
HYPNOSIS, AND A SEARCH 
THROUGH HYPERNET 
LOGS OF SHIPPING AND 
LAW ENFORCEMENT, I'VE, 
FOUND His HOME 
SYSTEM, 


BHO; i75 ONE OF 

SEVERAL HUNORED| 
ANCIENT STARS iN 
THE EASTERN 


CAP TRIN, BASED ON THE |[BFex AS 'GHANS- 


THE SYSTEM iS A 


EXTANT CIVILIZATION 
TO SPEAK OF, AND A 
SURFACE LITTERED 
WITH ReANOONEE 


THE MIGHTY MERCENARY WARSHIP POST-DATED 

R CHECK LOAN’ RIPS UNCOUNTED TERABILLIONS OF 
HOLES IN THE FABRIC OF SPACE, SMASHES ITSELF 
INTO PACKETS OF SINGULARIC GRAVITY, AND 
SHOVES ITSELF THROUGH THE HOLES LIKE OVER- 

1 COOKED SPAGHETTI THROUGH A COLANDER. 


THE PROCESS TAKES JUST OVER SIX SECONDS, AND 
WOULD SOUND LIKE A COFFEE MACHINE PASSING 

AN ALUMINUM BASEBALL BAT IF THERE WERE ANY 
MB ATMOSPHERE TO CARRY THE SOUND. 


THIS NOW RAISES AN INTERESTING QUESTION: 
"IF A COFFEE MACHINE PASSES A BASEBALL BAT IN 
THE FOREST, AND THE ONLY ONE TO SEE IT HAPPEN 
IS A MIME, WHAT DOES HE SAY TO THE POLICE?” 


SERGEANT, 
wt HERE, WHERE Z 
DO WE FIND MORE Ga 

EYES FOR ¥¢ 


There's a ree OF cliFFs 
east of a space-port. On 
the other side of Chat 

there’s a Forest where my" 
people grow Fresh eyes. 


4h 
et 


FOR YOU) 


That's the place. | 6XCEPT THAT THELI'VE FOUND A LOVELY 
eer me cow | ANE To Ce, PATCH OF SCORCHED [ml YOu GROW THEW? 
SHORT € A. peg Ui 


‘SERGEANT, THE ORIGINALLY WE | NOW WE'RE GOING 

MISSION PROFILE WERE SUPPOSED | TO HAVE TO SCOPE 

HAS CHANGED. THINGS OUT FROM A 
FIND THEM FROM | BIT CLOSER IN. LIKE, 
ORBIT, REMEMBER?| ON THE GROUND. 


ff How? We just have 
to Find where they're 
harvesting eues First. 
No big deal. Find ‘em, 
‘steal some, we're done, 


Are you worried 
about sending 
troops into 
harm's way? 


NO. I'M WORRIED THAT 
THEY MIGHT HAVE TO, 
DO SOME SERIOUS 
THINKING DOWN, 
THERE, AND THAT'S 
NOT WHERE THEYRE, 
STRONGEST, 


KEVYN, WE'RE GOING TO 
HAVE TO SEND A TEAM TO 
‘THE GROUND, PERHAPS FOR) 
AN EXTENDED PERIOD, IN 
‘ORDER TO COMPLETE THIS 
MISSION. 


’AS I'M SURE YOU'RE AWARE, 
THE ONLY WORKING ARMOR 
SUITS THE COMPANY HAS "(7 
LEFT BELONG TO YOU AND 
TO THE REVEREND. 


HEY, YOU'RE WELCOME 
TO MINE, I'VE GOT ALL’ 
THE TOOLS INEED TO 


ss RE-FIT IT TO THE GRUNT 


OF YOUR CHOICE. 


ACTUALLY, I WAS 
‘THINKING THAT YoU 
ARE THE GRUNT OF, 
May CHOICE. 


1'M SURE YOU 
MEAN THAT 
TN THE BEST 
POSSIBLE 
WAY. 


CAPTAIN, I'M HOT A 
FIELD COMMANDER. I 
DO SCIENCE. YOU. 
KNOW, THCY 
STUFF. 


THAT'S WHY| 
(rOU'RE PERFECT] 
FOR THIS 
ENGAGEMENT, 


‘OKAY, SO. YOU WANT 
‘SOMEONE SMART ON THE 
GROUND. PINE. EXCELLENT. 
AND NOTWITHSTANDING, T 
DON'T THINK YOU WANT. 
ME LEADING THE GRUNTS, | 


OKAY, THAT'S: 
WHAT GOOD 
LIEUTENANTS 
ARE FOR. 


THOPE YOU'RE 
NOT TALKING 
ABOUT OUR 
UEUTENANT 
DER-TRIMS. 


HE STRIKES A PERFECT) OH, YEAH. 
BALANCE BETWEEN ZEROS ON ALL 
LEADERSHIP, COMBAT ))[ THREE ARMS OF 
ABILITY, AND WIT. "THE SCALE. 


'M PUTTING YOU IN 
CHARGE OF THIS. PICK’ 
‘SOMEONE TO SERVE 
UNDER YOU FOR FIELD’ 
COMMAND, AND THEN 
HAVE YOUR PICK OF THE) 
GRUNTS, DER-TRIAS, 
‘SHODAN, AND SCHLGCK, 
CAN HELP YOU ROUND 
UP THE SKILL SETS YOU 
WANT, 


RIGHT. IT'S JUST THAT 
TM ACCUSTOMED TO. 
WORKING WITH TOOLS 
THAT HAPPEN TO BE A 
BIT MORE THEORETICAL, 
IN NATURE, 


‘THEN THINK OF 
THIS AS A GROWTH 
‘OPPORTUNITY, 
KEVIN, 


GETTING SHOT HAS A 
TENDENCY TO STUNT. 
GROWTH, SIR 


‘AND YOU'VE ALREADY 
FOUND ONE SOURCE 
OF MOTIVATION, SEE 

HOW EASY THIS 1S? 


THIS MISSION IS IN YOUR 
HANDS. YOUR JOB 1S TO 
FIGURE OUT HOW TO GET US 
ALL PAID USING THE TOOLS 

WE'VE GOT AT OUR DISPOSAL. 


IT WAS CLUMSY, 


WOULD YOU GO 


‘SENSEI, | UNDERSTAND THE 
BODY ARMOR WE BOUGHT 
HAD SOME... UMMM... KEY 
DEFICIENCIES WHEN PUT, 
TO THE TEST. 


MISSING CRUCIAL 
FEATURES, AND 
DIDN'T. OFFER. 
ENOUGH cLose-| 
IN PROTECTION, 


‘BACK INTO COMBAT 
WEARING THE SAME 


I'D SOONER 
GO NAKED. 


TM GOING TO ASSUME 
‘THAT WAS AN EXAMPLE 
OF HYPERSOLE, RATHER 
‘THAN SOME KINKY NEW. 
MARTIAL ART I'M NOT 
ACQUAINTED WITH, 


WE DON'T HAVE: 
‘THE BUDGET FOR 
NEW ARMOR, IF 
‘THAT'S WHAT 
YOU'RE AFTER. 


‘CAPTAIN, YOU'VE FORGOTTEN THE FARBER, 

‘SIR, PETEY 1S ESUIPPED TO 
SERVICE AND REPLACE FIELD 
EQUIPMENT FOR 25,000 
‘TAUSENNIGAN GROUND 
POUNDERS. 


WHO WERE BUILT LIKE THINK WE CAN WORK 
SOMETHING THAT SPRANG ) | THROUGH THAT WITH A\ 
FROM THE UNHOLY UNION || FEW MODIFICATIONS 

By OF AKOALABEAR AND A / | TO THE SPEC, SIR. 
HOBBIT, AS I RECALL, 


GROUNDSIDE, Yi 
WE NEED NEW. 
EQUIPMENT. 


ITS BEEN A COUPLE OF | [1 WANNA SEE (I WANNA WEAR’ 
DAYS SINCE KEVIN 
‘AND PETEY SET OUT 
TO FABRICATE SOME 
NEW ARMOR FOR THE 
GRUNTS. THE GRUNTS. 
ARE STARTING TO 6ET 
JUST THE TINIEST BIT 
IMPATIENT. 


THE NEW STUFF.) THE NEW STUFF) 


1 WANNA LET KEVYN WEAR 
THE NEW STUFF, AND THEN 
WANNA PUNCH HIM AN’ SEE 
HOW IT HOLDS UP. 


IMPATIENCE IN THIS 
CROWD Is A RATHER 
DANGEROUS STATE 


OKAY EVERYBODY, MOST OF YOU WILL BE 
YOUR ARMOR HAS (WEARING LOW-PROFILE 
ARRIVED. IMPACT SUITS WITH 
MODERATE INERTIIC 
‘SYSTEMS, YOU'LL BE 


THESE ARE WOVEN OUT OF A 
POWERED-FULLERENE FABRIC, 
WITH MICRO-ANNIE PLANTS IN 
‘THE BELTS, HANDGUNS STAY 
CHARGED, AND THE PLANT HAS 
“JUICE ENOUGH LEFT OVER FOR 
EXOSKELETAL POWER-ASSISTS 
‘AND LIMITED RANGE FLIGHT. 


THIS DON'T LOOK 
SPECIAL, IT LOOKS 
JUST LIKE A REG'LAR) 
UNIFORM 


WE WERE PRESSED FOR TIME. RE~ 
FITTING AND COLORING FABRIC-BASED 
PROTECTION WAS SIMPLER THAN RE- 
DESIGNING TAUSENNIGAN MINI~TANKS 
TO ACCOMMODATE HUMANS, 


TM SURE THAT THE FACT THATITS 
EASTER FOR THE ARTIST TO DRAW 
HAD NOTHING TODO WITH THES. 


3. THEY 
‘ONLY COME IN 
PETITE SIZES. 


Saco eign azeron \ \ ri ‘SORRY, HOB. 
\ 
\\ 


\ 
\ 
\ 


WE COULD cuT 
OFF MY LEGS, 


‘SHV'UU, T KNOW IT WENT POORLY 
FOR YOU LAST TIME, BUT HOW 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE SOME 


MORE COMBAT? 


[ARE BEST AT. WE TALK. 
WE MANAGE THE NET. WE 
RIDE THE INFO-CURRENTS 
‘OF THE GALACTIC AGE. 


YES, RIGHT. BUT THIS TIME, 
YOU'D BE DOING FIELD 
COMMS FROM INSIDE YOUR 
VERY OWN FLYING TANK. 


OF COURSE, WITH THE 


"AND I DIDN'T EVEN 
NEED TO BRIBE YOU} 
WITH THE FANCY 
HYPERNET RIG IN 
THIS THING. 


LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
DOYTHABAN,.. [NEED A 
‘SECOND IN COMMAND, 
FOR THIS MISSION. 


can think 
of a couple 
of qualified 

TA people 


SOCAN I ANDJTOOH, PICK ME, | YOU SEE, BOTH) 


THAT'S MY 
PROBLEM. 


| OF THEW ARE 
Pirate YOU. SORT OF. 


GC 


‘SO, HOW WELL ARE 
THE TWO OF YOU 


HABAN DOESN'T 
LET ME TALK MUCH, 


GETTING ONIN 


Ever since I was given a || Now we're like aspects of | | The meat-part of us, NON-SEQUITUR? 
share of the mator control || the same soul. The corpus} | Doyt, rePloxively WHAT ARE YOU 
af this body, we've boon y]| comes ta ma, Haban, Fore | handias tha raw [TALKING ABOUT? 
lla usodta bay | ©2"bral_activitias, like physicality. WE UST HAD A 
Feinplofoly separate | Keanwersation, : 
personalities, 
D 

ba SEE \ 

SS We NEED TO 


POOP, 


ENNESBY, I'D LIKE YOU JM YOu'ke SMART, YOU'RE J | T hang out with you | THIS 1s A PRIVATE MERCENARY | BESIDES, IF YOU ENLIST, 

TONELP WITH FIELD 91] MOBILE, AND YOU CAN? | quis Because it's, | COMPANY, NOT AGANG OF) We CAN P4y YOU TO HAVE 
Fs < 1. | CONSCRIPTS. YOU CAN ENLIST )] THIS KIND OF FUN, 

un, but T alsa want | wo ENJOY THE FREEDOM TO 

the Freedom ta loave J LEAVE. I's LIKE HAVING YOUR 

if I Find better CAKE AND EATING IT TOO. 


opportunities. 


INTELLIGENCE ON THIS) | DEFEND YOURSELF. 


my pay on 
this cakg I 
suppose? 


‘CAPTAIN, I'VE SELECTED MY, 
‘OPERATIONAL TEAM FOR 
‘THIS MISSION. DOYTHAGAN, 
WILL BE MY SECOND IN 
COMMAND, AND ENNESBY 
AGREED TO ENLIST TO HELP 
WITH INTEL. 


I'VE ALSO PREPARED FOR NEARLY | I DIDN'T REALIZE WE HAD 
EVERY CONTINGENCY BY SELECTING | THAT MUCH RANGE AMONG 
THE GRUNTS WITH THE WIDEST.” | THE GRUNTS. 

POSSIBLE RANGE OF POTENTIALLY 

USEFUL ENGAGEMENT SKILL SETS, 


MOSTLY IT BOILS DOWN TO ‘HURTING 
PEOPLE" AND ‘SREAKING THINGS,’ BUT 
‘THERE ARE A LOT OF VARIATIONS ON 
‘THOSE TWO THEMES. 


COMMANDER, A5 PER 
GOUR REQUEST, I'VE 
COMPLETED A PASSIVE 
5CAN OF THE SYSTEM, 


| FOUND SIGNIFICANT 
CONCENTRATIONS OF 
HEAVE-METAL TOXINS 
PERVADING THE BIOSPHERE. 


IVE SPOKEN TO THE 
DOCTOR AEOUT HEMATIC 
SCRUBBERS FOR THE TEAM. 
THEG'LL 6 HEALTH BUT, 
THE® WON'T BE HAPPY. 


WHOA. 
BIG PILL. 


YOUR ASSETS ARE THE THREE 
‘COMMANDER KEVYN ANDREVASN 


ASSUMES HIS VERY FIRST FIELD 
COMMAND, AND ASSEMBLES HIS 
TEAM OF OPERATIVES, 


\ 


TILL MANAGE THE INTELLIGENCE OJ | CORPORAL BRADLEY, WHERE DO WE FIT 
END OF THINGS, WITH THE HELP }} | YOU'RE OUR PILOT. AND IN, C’MMANDER? 
(OF SERGEANT SCHLOCK AND. YES, WE'VE REPLACED i : 
‘CORPORAL ENNESEY. ‘THE PILOT'S SEAT IN THE 

TRANSPORT, YOU'LL FIT. 


WELL, CONSIDER THIS: YOU CONVEY LESS 
PSYCHOLOGICAL THREAT THAN THE MINI- 
TANKS, SUT YOU'RE BETTER GIRDED AND 
MORE MERCURIAL THAN WE ESTIMATE THE 
AVERAGE OPPOSITION UNIT TO BE. IT'S 
EST, THEREFORE, THAT YOU 
ACCOMPANY MY INTELLIGENCE 

‘TEAM AS INTERMEDIATELY- 
PROVISIONED GROUND. 


You guys are muscle. 
In caso wo nocd to 
hurt people without 
blowing them up. 


YOU'RE SURE 
THE LOCALS 


CAN'T TELL 


ST UTTEREY! 
MiLiTeRiES 
50 G65, 


YO, I GOT A TAUSENNIGAN UL 


LYIN' LOW, LOOKS LIKE, YOU 
WANT ME TO PING ‘EM2 


BAS [ie 


(TWERP THINK HE'S HIDING. 


I'M READY TO FLY. DO YOU 
WANT ME TO HEAD STRAIGHT] 
FOR THE SPACEPORT, SO WE 
CAN TALK TO THE LOCALS IN A) 
TAVERN? 


WE'LL LOSE ANY 


T agree, commander. ‘SO, WHERE DO YOU WANT ME 
We should begin ops TO PUT US DOWN? 

From someplace remote, 

and run a Faw recon 

Fights in 

the ‘tanks 

From thara, 


WELL, AS FAR 
[AS POSSIBLE, 


PETEY LOCATED A TOPOLOGICALLY 
REMOTE SITE FOR US TO SET THE 
‘TRANSPORT DOWN. HE'LL PORT. 
‘THE TRANSPORT TO ALOCATION 
ABOUT 100 METERS ABOVE THE 
SSITE, AND THEN YOU LAND US, 


NORMALLY... YOU MEAN SCREAMING THROUGH THE 
ATMOSPHERE LIKE A TREBUCHET-LAUNCHED, 
GASOLINE-DRENCHED CAT? KNOCKING DOWN. 
‘TREES AND RATTLING THE GROUND WITH MACH 
BLASTED THUNDER? CONVINCING THE LOW-TECH 
NATIVES THAT WE'RE EITHER GODS OR DEVILS, 
AND INVITING ANY STATION-DWELLING 
PARANOIDS IN ORSIT TO SHOOT AT US? 


DID | SAY BOULDERS?’ } | WOW. YOU MANAGED | WOULDN'T 
(OUR HEROES PREPARE TO LAND. MEANT ‘HOUSES’ TO ATTRACT CALL THAT ONE 
ATTENTION AND CA ee 
[sUST PUT US DOWN QUIETLY, UPSET THE NATIVES. Tie WORD 
BRAD. I DON'T WANT TO ATTRACT] ; D 
ATTENTION, AND I DON'T WANT "CRUSHED. 
TO UPSET THE NATIVES, 


DOWN AMONG THOSE 
BOULDERS, THEN. 


NO. WE CAN'T | T'LL TRY TO TALK TO | HELLO, FRIENDS! Ji YOU LANDED | | OH. YOU SPEAK } | BETTER THAN YOU 
Ur ore AND peo (usr aN On| THEN Tier Look” | We COME Ned OW 4 lise, || SISTANGHED 9 f°’, BASED: ON 
THEIR HOME, | PRETTY PRIMITI AND KILLE! 
FIND ANOTHER AND THEN FLY | HOPEFULLY I'LL BE ABLE DEFINITION OF 
(OFF AS IF | TO MAKE MYSELF PEACE. 
NOTHING | UNDERSTOOD IN BASIC 


GALSTANDARD, 


TM SORRY ABOUT THE REGALE US WITH YOUTHFUL }""] WE CRUSHED THE LAST 4 | WELL, SHE'S NOT 
ACCIDENT, HOW CAN WE, EXUBERANCE. HUMOR US ASL OF YouR FEMALES Wits | | GOING TO BE GOOD) 
MAKE REPARATIONS We PINE AND WAX NOSTALGIC,)] OUR LANDING GEAR, AND) | FOR IT ANY MORE, 
ENGAGE US IN THE CIVIL ALL YOU WANT IS Now IS SHE? 
QUST STAY FOR A)| DuRsuIT OF VERBAL CONVERSATION? 
SHORT WHILE AND | INTERCOURSE. 
SPEAK WITH us. F°* 


‘YOU SAID 'WAX 
NOSTALGIC." YOU. 
DIDN'T SAY WHINE 

—r 


fim OBNOXIOUSLY.” 


WE CHANGED 
HIGH IN THE RAGS OF AN ANCIENTRANGE | OUR BIOSPHERE, 


(OF MOUNTAINS, OUR HEROES HAVE FOUND AND IT WASN'T 
THE LAST MEMBERS OF A DYING ALIEN RACE. 

THIS CAN MEAN ONLY ONE THING...IT'S TIME 

FOR SOME SERIOUS PLOT EXPOSITION. 


WE WERE THE FIRST 


GRAND, BUT FELL A 
LONe, LONG Te 


ire 


SOY 


THEY ARE OUR 
‘ONLY CHILDREN, 
+ (Now. THEY HAVE 

RIGHTFULLY 
INHERITED THIS, 
WORLD, AND We 
WELCOME THEM 


WHO ARE YOUR | WHY, THE 
CHILDREN? WHO) J AMORPHS, 
ARE YOU (oF course. 
TALKING UKE YOUR 
ABOUT? FRIEND HERE. 


_— 
"YOUR KIND BEGAN AS SELF-REPAIRING 
DISTRIBUTED STORAGE SYSTEMS FOR 


OUR SUPERCOMPUTERS” 


"WHEN THE 
CITIES FELL, 
SOME OF YOu 
SURVIVED, AND 
CHANGED. 
vusT ENOUGH 
TO CONTINUE 
TO SURVIVE 
AND EVOLVE!’ 


YOU ARE NOW AT ME PERSONALLY? | | ACTUALLY, WHAT I NO, | DIDN'T CREATE YOU. 
LEAST A MILLION, WHAT DO YOU THINK | THOUGHT WAS THAT \(YOUNGSTERS, | ENGINEERS DID. / CREATED) 
GENERATIONS 1 LOOK LIKE? SOME J YOU LOOKED REALLY, 
REMOVED FROM KIND OF aN REALLY OLD. 
ANYTHING WE ENGINEER? 
CREATED. ACCIDENTAL 

INSULTS, 


(6-0 DON'T MEAN You HES MORE LIKE A CRAZY UNCLE, 
[C_[PERSONALLY, DO YOUF 


(MEETING ANCIENT, NIGH- 
IMMORTAL ALIENS... SO 
MANY QUESTIONS TO ASK 


FOR YOU TO BE THAT 
OLD, YOU'D HAVE TO BE 
NEARLY IMMORTAL. 


WE'RE NOT IMMORTAL, 
BUT NEITHER DO We 
SUFFER FROM HOST 
‘OF THE BIOLOGICAL 
EFFECTS OF AGING. 


BUT YOU DO 
SUFFER FROM 


THERE ARE ONLY 


|AGE. OUR MEMORIES, 
FOR INSTANCE, ARE 
INOT wHAT THEY 
USED TO BE. 


WAIT, LET ME 1 HAVEN'T 
GUESS. YOU'VE TEN 
Foreotren wnat) None? 

‘THE REST OF THE 

EFFECTS ARE 


UKE YOUR FRIEND HE HAD ME GLUED 


DOESNT TAT 
aes 


aq VG 
ake 


WE KEEP TO OUR, 
MOUNTAIN, HOME, 
EXCLUSIVELY, 
CONTENTING 
OURSELVES WITH] 
WATCHING THE 
LIVES OF OUR 
PROGENY FROM 
AFAR. 


TT WOULD PROBABLY HELP US] Hey, BECAUSE | KNOW | | BESIDES, YOUR NARRATOR IS WAITING 
IN OUR CURRENT ENDEAVOR, HOW You ENDED ') | IN THE WINGS WITH THOSE SPECIAL 


NOW THAT I THINK ABOUT I’ bs UP WITH AMNESIA. FLASH-BACK PANELS. 


‘YOU LEAVE ME 
TOF THIS. 


YOUR STORY BEGINS WITH 


S'TIBRON'GANFRAGDTS'CHVIPL pake 
TO KEEP THE STORY SIMPLE. ELE INNS UAL 


BORING. BUT IF 
YOUR ATTENTION 
‘SPAN IS REALLY 

THAT SHORT... 


mS \cy 


‘SITIBRON GANFRAGDTS'CHVIPL 
WAS A MASTER OF AMORPH 
IMMUNE-SYSTEM COMBAT. 


IMMUNE SYSTEM COMBAT IS_ Vij JIF YOU REALLY WANT TO KEEP THIS 
FUL JUST REFER TO HIM AS. ALWAYS FOUGHT HARD, FAST, J] |SIMPLE, LET'S JUST CALL HIM 


‘SORT OF LIKE BURNING 
"THE RESULT IS A SINGLE AMORPH WHO 

RETAINS PERSONALITY ELEMENTS, OF THE ASHESt pene 
BOTH ORIGINAL COMBATANTS, THUS, 

COMBAT OFTEN UNITED WARRING TRIBES.’ 


"THE AMORPH MODE OF. 
NATURAL COMBAT IS VERY 
SIMPLE, THEY JUST RUSH 
TOGETHER, AND THEN LET 
THEIR IMMUNE SYSTEMS 
SORT OUT THE WINNER! 


7LLER LEARNED TO PURGE HIMSELF AFTER 
A FIGHT, WHICH UTTERLY REMOVED ANY 
TRACE OF HIS OPPONEN' 


KILLER HAD TRULY HONED HIS 
(HMUNE SYSTEM AS A WEAPON, AND 
MURDERED COUNTLESS FELLOW- 
AMORPHS WITH His PERVERSE 
(ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. MORE THAN A 
FEW OF THEM WERE CHAMPIONS, 
SLAIN TRYING TO PUT AN END TO 
HIS. MENACE, 


‘AN ANCIENT ALIEN. 
RELATES A TALE OF 
TERROR, 


7A NEW HERO WAS NEEDED. WELL 
CALL HER JANE TO KEEP THINGS 
NICE AND SIMPLE FOR THE HUMANS 
IN THE AUDIENCE! 


OKAY, THAT'S. 
JUST UNCALLED 


e, 


S3 


} 


KEEPING IT 
‘SIMPLE, OR 
MENTIONING 

THAT'S WHAT 
1H DOING? 


Va 
Get on with the 
Mm story already. 


IF 1 NEED TO EXPLAIN. 
MORPH REPRODUCTION 
TO YOU, WERE NEVER 
GOING TO GET 

THROUGH THIS. 


RIGHT. ANYWAY, THIS JANE 
UNDERSTOOD HER OWN 

ORGANIC CHEMISTRY VERY 
WELL, AND WAS. THEREFORE 
UNIGUELY ABLE TO TAKE ON, 
"RILLER” 


"WANE WAS A SCIENTIST 
AMONG HER PRIMITIVE 

KIND, DAUGHTER OF AN 
AMORPH AND A HUMAN FR 


EXPLORER, SHE ion THERE, 


"JANE'S PLAN WAS TO 
ATTACK RICLER'S. MEME 
STRUCTURES IN THe 
OPENING EXCHANGES, 
USING A'SET OF BIO- 
TOXINS LIKELY TO 
DESTROY HER OUN 
PERSONALITY AS WELL. 
SHE WAS 4 TRUE HERS, 
ENOWING WITH A COLD 
CERTAINTY THAT SHE 
WouLD Be FietTiNG 
NOT To THe DEATH, 
BUT 10. Tuo DEATHS: 
HER ENEMYS, AND HER 
‘OWN. HER SACRIFICE 
WAS TO BE THE STUFF 
OF LEGENDS. 


"FROM THE OUTSIDE, 
THE FIGHT DID NOT 
LOOK LIKE MUCH! 


WHAT IT LEFT BEHIND 
WAS YOU: 


"THOSE WHO KNEW JANE'S PLAN 
EXPECTED THE FieHT TO LeAve 


INeBT, TOXIC ANOREH FLESH, 
“ee THEY 'WERE QUITE WRONG! 


— L_____—, 


YOU, SCHLOCK, WERE AN 
ABOMINATION. ADULT THOUGHT, 
WITH MEMORY-FREE INNOCENCE; 
ADULT COMMAND OF YOUR 
FACULTIES, BUT WITHOUT THE 
MORAL STRUCTURE IMPOSED. 
BY THE PASSAGE THROUGH 


= 
NATURALLY, THE HATE-CHILD OF THE KILLER AND THE HEROINE 
HAD TO BE'PUT TO DEATH. AND NOT SURPRISINGLY, YOU WERE 
VERY HARD FOR ANYONE TO CATCH, MUCH LESS KILL. AFTER 
ALL, YOU WERE BORN OUT OF NOTHING LESS stan THE alu, 


B/O-MOLECULAR ESSENCE OF THE WILL TO SURVIVE, 


I THINK HEARING 
ABOUT AMORPH 
SEX RIGHT NOW 
WOULD BE ANTI- 
CLIMACTIC. 


50, WHO'S UP 
FOR SOME NICE, 


‘HER BUILDERS BUILT TOLAST, 
BUT ITS BEEN MILLENNIA 
“SINCE THEY DID ANY UPKEEP. 


TOBrR WAS NEVER KNOWN 
FOR ITS GARDENS. EVEN IN 
DEATH THE CITY REMAINED 
FATRLY BARREN OF FOLIAGE 


THOSE DWELLING AMID 
HER ANCIENT BONES 
‘SEEK TO CHANGE THIS, 


WE'RE SMUGGLERS, 
NOT GARDENERS. 


AND SOMETIMES WE TRADE 
IN LOCAL SLAVES, RIGHT 
BOSS? WELL, I FOUND US 
SOME NICE, GREEN 
LEVERAGE ON THEM, 


I HAD TO SET A 
FEW FIRES, AND SHOVEL 
SOME FERTILIZER, BUT 
NOW WE CONTROL THEIR 
‘ONLY SOURCE OF VISON. 


IT MIGHT BE A LITTLE 
LATE FOR THAT. ILL 
HAVE TO CHECK WITH 
SHV'UU. HE'S WORKING 
COMMS RIGHT NOW, 
AND PROBABLY HAS 
BEEN RELAYING ALL OF 
THIS UP TO THE SHIP. 


DID 1 FORGET TO 
MENTION THAT 
WE'VE ALL GOT 
ESPIONAGE-GRADE 
COMM, SYSTEMS IN 
‘OUR NEW SUITS? 


1 SELECTED THE MOST THIS 5 THE GRAVE- > | YOU DON'T, 

TQPOLOGICALLY REMOTE SITE) WORLD, OF AN ENCENT)| STL Have 
CWVIECATION, | 560 A GHOST. 
THE WHOLE PLANET | | PHOBIA, DO 
MUST G€ HAUNTED, | | Your 

AN ANCIENT RACE) | AND THIS 15 PROOF. 

OF ALIENS WHO KNOW 

SCHLOCK’S ENTIRE LIFE 

HioTORY. 


WOW, WHAT ARE 
THE ODDS OF 
THAT HAPPENING? 


WE COULD 
(DESTROY THE 
PLANET AND 
PRETEND WWE 
WERE NEVER 
HERE. 


REVEREND, I NEED YOUR HELP. PETEY IS 
CONVINCED THAT THIS ENTIRE SYSTEM IS 
SOMEHOW HAUNTED, AND HE SEEMS TO BE 
AFRAID OF GHOSTS. 


CAN TALK HIM THROUGH THOSE | 
FEARS, SIR. MOST GHOSTS ARE 
‘QUITE HARMLESS, AND ANY PROOF OF| 
THEIR EXISTENCE, HOWEVER SHAKY, 
‘SHOULD COMFORT US THAT THERE 1S 
LIFE OF SOME SORT AFTER DEATH. 


THAT'S THE WRONG 
APPROACH, REVEREND. IF 
PETEY BELIEVES THERE IS. 
‘A.GHOST DOWN THERE, 
HEL PROBABLY DESTROY 
THE ENTIRE PLANET. AND. 
MAYBE HIMSELF, AND ALL 
OF US, TOO. 


‘AH, IT'S AGNOSTICISM YOU 
WANT, GOOD THING I'M MULTI- 
DENOMINATIONAL, 


PETEY, I'VE COME TO 
TALK TO YOU ABOUT 
THIS ‘GHOST’ THING, 


"YOU SAY YOU SELECTED & 
‘TOPOLOGICALLY REMOTE" 
(SITE, AND OUR TEAM FOUND IT 
‘TO BE OCCUPIED BY ANCIENT 
‘BEINGS WHO KNEW ALL 

"ABOUT SERGEANT SCHLOCK. 


I PROPOSE THAT THESE ALIENS, 
HIDING FROM THE ASHES OF 
‘THEIR FALLEN CIVILIZATION, 
AND OBSERVING THE BIRTH OF A 
NEW ONE, ALSO PICKED THE 
MOST TOPOLOGICALLY REMOTE 
‘SITE THEY COULD, IN ORDER TO 
STAY HIDDEN, 


IT'S NOT FATE, UNSEEN HANDS, 
FOREORDINATION, PREDESTIN 
RESTLESS SPIRITS, OR EVEN 
SHALLOW SCRIPTING AT WORK 
HERE. IT'S JUST A CASE OF 
"GREAT MINDS THINK ALIKE 


‘OKAY, EVERYBODY... BACK 
TO THE TRANSPO! 


When | Find the. eT OED 
‘who torched 
Forest, I'm going to} | PROBABLY WON'T 
‘eat him And I'm only || COME BACK, YOU 
‘going to halF-cook 


im First li 


WHO NEEDS A 
CAMPFIRE STORY 
WHEN THERE’S AN 

ACTION MOVIE 

COMING ONE 


IT'S BEEN AGES SINCE 
WE'VE GOTTEN TO WATCH 
A PROPER WAR. 


BRAD, WE'RE GOING TO ‘PORT Jil | DOYTHABAN, DETACH THE TANK Vill] ONCE WE LAND, BRAD AND 


BACK INTO A DISTANT ORBIT, UNIT BEFORE WE LEAVE. | WANT J] MY TEAM ARE GOING INTO | Oooh! In 
AND THEN MAKE A NORMAL THEM SECRETED OUTSIDE THE 1] D0 SOME FIELDWORK. a tavern? 
APPROACH TO THE CITY PERIMETER IN CASE MY TEAM 


SPACEPORT, NEEDS ARMORED EXTRACTION. 


[iF YOu BLOW THIS ONE 
Up, I PROMISE YOU'LL 
NEVER SEE BEER, PRETZELS, 
‘OR BARMAIDS AGAIN FOR 
'AS LONG AS YOU LIVE. 


— —— ff | 8E CASUAL, ACT COMFORTABLE, ] WELL, WHAT HAVE WE GOT OR WE CAN JUST 
WELCOME TO TUN-cHOS || AND SCOPE THe JONT BEFORE’ J] HERE’ A BLIND AMORPH2 IMPROVISE A 
eee eee | pee Cea BETCHA YOU WANNA WORK \. | PLANE” 

OF THE CHEAPEST. HOST {] LAMORPHS, ORAT? YOUR WAY INTO A FRESH SET (i 
CAUSTIC LIBATIONS IN a OF PEEPERS, EH POOP-PILE?) 0 


a 10 THe PLAN \ 


“i I'm not going to 
i | areca) 
e 


Ives a rice, 
hot plasma bath 
For the barkeep. 


YOU JUST COME RIGHT 
THIS WAY, MY GOOPY 
LITTLE COMRADE. I KNOW 
A GUY WHO CAN SET 
YOU UP WITH NEW EYES, 


[SORRY, BARKEEP. 
WHERE HE GOES, 


THOSE WOULD 
BE HIS FINGERS, 


COMMANDER, WHAT. 
RULES ARE WE. 
PLAYING BY2, 


Leroi WHASSAT HEH. |’ GONNA 

SPOSE'TA MAKE YOU SAY, 
BALL. FOR NOW.) | pieane> ‘PLEASE’ AT 
LEAST TWICE: 


B'S CODE. IT MEANS | 
HAVE TO POLITELY ASK 
YOU TO PUT ME DOWN. 


PLEASE LET 

‘ME PLAY 
FULL-COURT 
“JUNGLEBALL 


DOYTHABAN APPRISES THE 
TACTICAL SITUATION 
FROM SUIT COMM FEEDS. 


Kevyn, you need to 
start throwing some 
weight around 

in there. Or 

lot me call 


CAN'T START A FIRE- 
FIGHT IN HERE. THERE 
‘ARE INNOCENT, 
CCIVILIANS ALL OVER 


Havyn, I've boon 
in roams just like 


AGa/tere rere 
innocent civilians. 


Trust me. Every last 
one of them has pp 
dona something. 


BARKEEP, KINDLY CALL | 
OFF YOUR BOUNCER, 
AND SEND THE AMORPH 
BACK OVER HERE. 


THERE ARE A FEW ODD CORNERS OF THE GALAXY WHERE A 
COMBINATION OF FACTORS WILL CONSPIRE TO CREATE A 
\SPACE-BASED FACILITY AS DECIDEDLY UNATTRACTIVE AS 
THE ONE IN LAGRANGE ORBIT ABOVE GHANT-RHO. 


ONE MIGHT TAKE AESTHETIC 
PLEASURE AT A FUNCTIONAL 
ORBITAL CONSTRUCT WHOSE 
MATERIALS-BY-MASS GRAPH 
WOULD SHOW NIGH-OBSCENE 
QUANTITIES OF BALING WIRE, 
BONDO, AND DUCT TAPE. THEN 
AGAIN, ONE MIGHT ALSO FIND 
(CULINARY THRILL INA PLATE 
(OF UNDERDONE SQUIRREL. 


THAT TAUSENNIGAN SHIP} AND IT LOOKS 

JS RARER THAN YOU. LIKE THEY'VE SENT 
THOUGHT, SIR. A LANDING TEAM. 
DOWN TO JUN- 


EIGHT OTHER SHIPS LIKE 17 
OUTSIDE OF THE PSYCHO- lel 
REGISTRY MATCH I'VE GOT 

IS ACCURATE, THIS ONE HAS 
DRIVES, AND PROBABLY Has| ELS PICK (EW UP TF 

‘A FEW WEAPONS AND SHIP, WE CAN 
DEFENSES BASED ON THE START BY TAKING 
SAME TECHNOLOGY. A FEW HOSTAGES. 


BEAR MILITARY. BUT IF THE - 


WE'RE IN LUCK. 
‘AND SO THE LOCAL ENFORCERS ARE DISPATCH SAYS THAT 


DISPATCHED, FLYING THEIR SkYMOUNTS }] JUN-CHO HAS THEM 
WITH ATR-TEARING HASTE. CORRALLED IN HIS 


‘AFTER ALL, IT'S BEST THAT THE WELCOMING 
COMMITTEE NOT BE LATE TO GREET GUESTS. 


‘IT IS, AND IT'S UNFORTUNATE FOR HIM 
THAT HE DOES NOT BOUNCE BETTER. 


Ladies... g¢ 
got Hevyn' 


Kevyn, wrap it up in there 
and take cover. Uouv'e got 
multiple bogies coming in 

From outside any moment. 


Oh, and iF you 
get a chance to 
grab a couple 
of high-profile 
prisoners, go 


I'm sanding in 
tha mini-tanks 
to extract you. 


WHAT ABOUT 


T roupint 
Reser was grouping you 


with the ladies, 


(GREAT. MY 
‘ORDERS COME 
COMPLETE WITH 
ATTACHED 
INSULTS. 


INSIDE JUN-CHO'S HAIRLESS 
‘GLINK, WE FIND BEDLAM. WE 
‘ALSO FIND THE FIRST FIELD 
TEST OF THENEW ARMOR 


WE'VE GOT BOGIES] 
COMING INI TAKE 
‘COVER, AND GET 
YOUR HELMETS ON! 


WHAT HELMETS? 
DON'T HAVE 
ONE 


it's AUTOMATIC. 
THINK HELMET" AND 
IT SHOULD POP OUT 

‘COLLAR, 


THE FLIGHT OPTIONS ARE. 
THE LIVE-FIRE, HIGH-RISK PRETTY ADVANCED THOUGH, 
FIELD TESTING CONTINUES... }J | YOU SHOULI 


‘BRAD, THE SUIT 1S KINESTHETIC, 
TT AMPLIFIES THOUGHTS THAT 
MAKE IT PAST A CERTAIN 
PHYSICAL THRESHOLD BY READING) 
MINUTE MUSCLE MOVEMENTS, 


GO GET ‘EM, 
SOLDIER 


MEANWHILE, IN ORBIT. 


STR, OUR ENFORGERS HAVE 
ENCOUNTERED VERY HEA. 
RESISTANCE. THE TARGETS 
HAVE LOW-PROFILE 
ARMOR, AND ARE WELL 
ARMED. 


‘BY ‘CLEAN UP’ SIR, I 


YOU MEAN/ MAKE A MESS. MAKE 
A MESS WITH EXTREME 
PRETUDICE 


TAKE COVER. THE ARMOR jesse ¢ 
UR HEROES HAVE SUCCESSFULLY BEATEN THE UNECE tee’ gat a | WON'T ROWS UPuNoee aM EIN eLoWeD 


THAT KIND OF FIRE. ip, 1k 


ENFORCERS AT THEIR OWN GAME, BY SIMPLY BEING THE 


FIRST AND THE FASTEST TO DO UNTO OTHERS.” Persea eae 


Not one oF 
ours, either. 


Ee, 
=f s000 work men. 
PR (LOOKS LiKE YOU 
HELD UP UNDER O97 


WELL AS YOUR NEW 
‘ARMOR DID. PE 


THE GAME, HOWEVER, HAS MORE THAN JUST 
THE ENFORCERS PLAYING ON THE UNIOC TEAM. 


NICE TIMING. IT WAS A. 
LITTLE TIGHT, BUT NICE 
NONETHELESS, 


ELF, THANKS FOR 
SAVING OUR SKIN 
BACK THERE. Z 


POP THE LID 
JS AN Lemme 
GIVE YOu A 

BIG KISS, 


ALL I'M SAYING SIR, IS 1 
THINK MAYBE WE COULD 
PAINT SOME NUMBERS ON 
THE MINI-TANKS, 


IS THE BARKEEP_ 
STILLALIVE? 


YOU SOUND SO 
DISAPPOINTED. 


If I'd been Faster, | 
Could have roasted 
him without Feeling 
the least bit guilty, 


YOUR CONSCIENCE 
1S GETTING FASTER 
(ON THE UPTAKE, 
‘SERGEANT. 


‘Oh that's all 
need. Quick 


EVERYONE HEAD BACK TO THE v = = THEY'RE NOT POWERED | PINPOINT THEIR ANNIE-PLANT. I 

FEOF THE SOR MEANWHILE, IN ORBI) UP, I CAN SLAG THAT J] WANT PRISONERS AND TECHNOLOGY, 
Teaasponr une p NOT : 

Pastore Textron Trey TORRE cu ize | RANSPOR WITH THe [NOT SCRAP METAL ITT aacr 4 


OUT OUR (THEIR TRANSPORT. | CRE! 
keep THem ON WOUD LIKE 816 SOFTIE, SIR 
THE SURFACE. 


(OH YEAH... A SOFTIE WITH 
‘ORBITAL BEAM WEAPONS, 


BRAD, PREP FOR DUST-OFF. I ‘ ‘y WOW. | MEAN. 
WANT TO GET CLEAR OF HERE TAKE COVER! 
AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 


Commander, they've 
targeted tha ship 
with orbital 
weapons. 


ENNESBY, WHERE 
ARE THE PORTABLE 
TERAPORT UNITS? 


Which ship, T Feel the 
need to remind you, has, 
boon targeted with 
orbital weapons. 


RIGHT, RIGHT, 
NOW HUSH, A 
LAN IS TAKING] 
‘SHAPE INSIDE 
MY HEAD. 


a» and now 
screaming, The 
Plan should not 
be shaped like 

us screaming, 


HOB, YOU'RE OUR DEMOLITIONS 
GUY. IF WE GET ABOARD THE 
‘TRANSPORT, HOW QUICKLY CAN 
YOU RIG IT TO EXPLODE? 


[COUPLA MINUTES, SI 
BUT YER A SCIENTIST. 
YOU KNOW 'SPLOSIVES 
tye] BETTER THAN I 00. 


YOU'RE PERPETUATING A HORRIBLE MYTH, 
HOS, EXPERTS IN A GIVEN SCIENTIFIC 
FIELD SELDOM HAVE EXPERTISE IN 
MULTIPLE FIELDS, THE ‘MAD SCIENTIST’ 
‘OR ‘TINKERING HERO ARCHETYPE 

IS PATENTLY RIDICULOUS. 


TMA PHYSICIST, 
SPECIALIZING IN 
WORMHOLE DYNAMICS, 
T APPLY GRAVITIC 
TUNNELING TO THE 
PROBLEMS OF 
MANAGING RECEIVER- 
LESS TELEPORTATION, 


“THAT DOES NOT MAKE ME 
‘A DEMOLITIONS EXPERT. 


WOW. ‘SO YOU 
DON'T KNOW, 
'SPLOSIVES? 


‘ACTUALLY I DO. BUT 
‘THAT'S ONLY BECAUSE 
EVERYBODY NEEDS A 


(HERE'S THE PLAN, WE 
‘ALL DASH TO THE 
SHIP, AND WE MAKE 
SURE WE CAN BE 
‘SEEN AS WE RUM. 


HOB RIGS THE SHIP TO EXPLODE] I'LL TERAPORT HOB, SCHLOCK,| TF'll look even more realistic 


WHILE ENNESBY TERAPORTS 
MOST OF THE TEAM TO SAFETY 
ABOARD THE POST-DATED 


|AND RAD TO THE OUTSKIRTS) 
(OF THE CITY, WHEN OUR SHIP 
EXPLODES, IT'LL LOOK LIKE 
We WERE ALL KILLED TRYING 
TO ESCAPE ON A DAMAGED 
AUXILIARY POWER PLANT. 


if they use that orbital gun 
on us before we ‘port aut. 
THING OF THAT AS 


MOTIVATION TO. 
MOVE QUICKLY. 


‘COMMANDER KEVYN 
ANDREVASN PREPARES: 
‘A DRAMATIC FEINT. 


IF THEY WANTED US DEAD, THEY'D 
HAVE KEPT FIRING APTER DISABLING 
‘OUR SHIP. THIS MISDIRECTION IS 
GOING TO WORK OUT JUST FINE. 


PROVIDED YOUR BOMB 
‘DOESN'T GO OFF TOO. 
EARLY OR TOO LATE, HOB, 


FIRST RULE OF 
TACTICAL 'SPLOSIVES 
SOMEONE ALWAYS 
COMPLAINS "BOUT 
THE LENGTH OF 
THE FUSE, 


Hy oRarr, 64ziNé DOWN 
on 76 sce 


SIR, THEY'VE GONE FROM 
COWERING UNDER THEIR 
MINI-TANKS TO MADLY 

DASHING FOR THEIR SHIP. 


THEY CAN'T FLY ANYWHERE 

IN IT, CAN THEY? 
‘NOT WITHOUT 
HE BLOWING 


T WANT PRISONERS. 
NOT SKEET. FIND A 
WAY TO KEEP THEM 
‘ON THE GROUND, 
AND MOSTLY ALIVE. 


I COULD PUT A LOW-POWER LANCE} 
THROUGH ANY AUXILIARY POWER 
SOURCES THEY BRING ONLINE. 


THEY'RE ALL WEARING 
POWERED SUITS. COULON'T 
[THAT TARGET THE INDIVIDUALS 

AS WELL AS THEIR CRAFT? 


0 YOU NEED AN 

OBJECT LESSON THAT) 

ILLUSTRATES THE KEY 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN)| GETS USED AS AN 
"MOSTLY ALIVE! AND s—'| EXAMPLE, RIGHT SIR2 
"MOSTLY DEAD?! 


AN EMERGENCY SESSION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
GHANT-RHO STATION TENANTS IS CALLED TO ORDER... 


‘COMMANDER GAM, YOu 

T CAN EXPLAIN, IF IT 
LEVELED HALF OF THE CHO) J 
DISTRICT WITH THAT FIRE- paLLEASE THE COUNCIL, 
FIGHT OF YOURS 


THERE IS A TAUSENNIGAN | APPLYING PRESSURE? EXTGRIPE IF YOU MUST, 


SUPERFORTRESS DOING 


YOU USED YOUR ORBITAL )| BUT DON'T FORGET 


COVERT RECONNAISSANCE] LANCE ON SURFACE THATI/¢ THE ONE 


IN THE SYSTEM, THE SHIP, 
HAS TECHNOLOGY WE 
WISH TO ACQUIRE, 

AND WE WERE 
APPLYING PRESSURE 
TOWARD THOSE ENDS, 


TARGETS! WITH THE ORBITAL 


Al ORDER IN THESE MEETINGS NEVER LASTS. 
Voda LONG, No MATTER HOW OFTEN YOU CALL IT. 


THE FIRST GAMM FOUNDED THIS STATION || AT LEAST YOU ARE HONEST ENOUGH 
AS A SAFE PORT FOR OUR KIND: >>| NOT TO PRETEND TO MORALITY, SIR. 
SMUGGLERS, PIRATES, SOLDIERS-OF- 

FORTUNE... AND NOW WE HAVE TO 

ANSWER TO A COUNCIL OF SMALL- 

EYED BUREAUCRATS CLAIMING 


TD SOONER SHOOT THEM) 9 WORK ON THE 


ALL THAN SIT THROUGH, [aU INTERNAL CONSISTENCY OF 
ANOTHER MEETING. 4 Vay Your FLATTERY, THRUMMB, 


NO DOUBT TO | THAT, AND THE FACT J] IF HE'S GOING TO ACCUSE NOW'S NOT A GOOD TIME. 
-CHO'S | ME OF HOMONECROPHILIA, CAN | HAVE HIM CALL, 
j0U BACK? F 


(OF RETORT I CAN PUT 
RIGHT BETWEEN HIS EVE. 


LISTEN TO ME, 
CHO, IF YOUR 
BET LIEUTENANT 
IS_MISSING, TALK 
TO THE 
HUMANS. 


HAH! YOU MEAN 
THE ALU/MANS YOU 
KILLED WHEN YOU 
DESTROYED JUN 
CHO'S BAR? YOU 

BROUGHT THIS ON 

ME, GAMMN! 


THEY PROBABLY HAD HIM IN 
THEIR TRANSPORT WHEN IT 
EXPLODED, LIKELY FOR SOME 
INTERROGATION OR 
ANOTHER, 


WELL, SINCE HE WOULD 
SOONER HAVE DIED THAN 
TALKED, I GUESS THERE IS 

‘STILL HONOR IN CHO. 


‘ABOARD THE POST- 
DATED CHECK LOAN. 


(SO ARE THE TRANSPLANTED 
TREES IN HERE TOO, ALONG 
WITH CHEV'S LABS, JUN-CHO2 


TRADE YOU THE RECIPE 
FOR THE LOW-DOWN ON 
\e\} A SWEET SMUGGLING OP. 


THE INTERROGATION IS “1 Hevyn's running silent 
COMPLETE. GET KEVIN ON} ‘right now, He can't 
shield his power 
‘sources From our 
Friends in orbit. 


THE COMM SO WE CAN 
HELL HIM WHERE THE 


OUR FRIENDS IN ORBIT In that case, 
ARE HOT THE ONLY Havyn’s. fan 
‘THREAT. ACCORDING 

TO OUR DETAINEE, Shekel 
THAT CITY 1s FULL OF Safe enough, 
OPPORTUNISTIC. 

LOW-LIFES. 


They're not in the city at all 
They headed For the woods 
to make contact with natives. 


‘THESE AMORPHS ARE PROBABLY 
JUST HOLDING US UNTIL A 
DECISION-MAKER SHOWS UP: 


MADE UNEXPECTED CONTACT | FREE IF | POWER 
THE SUIT UP. 


Tg f 
ve 


UNFRIENDLY EYES IN. 
REIT. 


WOW. YOU LOOK} SHE'S ATTRACTIVE, | | YES, SHE IS. OF COURSE YOUR PLAN TO FLATTER Yl 
‘AN AWFUL LOT \ I TRUST? | | SHE'S A LOT YOUNGER YOUR WAY TO FREEDOM I] 
LIKE MY SISTER, 


THAN YOU ARE. THAT DIDN'T HAS RUN AFOUL OF THE 
COME OUT, FOOT IN YOUR MOUTH. 
RIGHT. =< 


YOU DON'T SEEM TO BE FROM 
‘THE CITY, SO RATHER THAN 
KILLING YOU OUTRIGHT, WE'LL 


AND THEN, DEPENDING ON YOUR 
ANSWERS TO OUR QUESTIONS, 
WE EITHER KILL YOU OR TAKE 
‘YOU PRISONER SO WE CAN 


Miss, I'd like Go 
Propose a Few 
‘additional 


IE iF pe ‘re lucky, I'll let 
one that does i 
Irvolve massive third 


TORTURE YOU FOR MORE alternatives. || dearee burns. 
HeonaTto o) 
OMMMINIOUS 
Hdl 


‘CHUCK, WHERE DID THE 
AMORPH WITH THE PLASGUN 
COME FROME 


CHUCK, I CAN SEE A GLOW AT 
THE END OF THE BARREL, AND I'M 
NOT FEELING READY TO WALK. 
TOWARD THE LIGHT. ‘SORE?’ 
JUST ISN'T GOING TO CUT IT, 


Err... | mean, 
‘realy Sor, 


Cet my Friends 


Heh. Guns 


{con't hurt us. 


You don't Tk See, I've traveled the galaxy, and 


get our 
much, do 
you, 


they sell guns out Chere that 
woud amaze and astound you. 


OF course, by ‘amare’! mean 
‘maim and! by ‘astound’ | mean 
‘render you incistinguishable From 
the remains oF the ground you 
were standing on’ 


1S LETTING YOUR FRIENDS INA WORD, "ES. TM NERVOUS. 7 YOU'RE NOT GOING: 
GO OnE OF THE OPTIONS NOWPWELETYoURFRINDS | (Im @ werd.) — | Cor or vouR way 
THAT LETS ME AND MY GO, WILL YOU LET US LIVE? ‘maybe.’ ‘TO REASSURE ME, 1 
FRIENDS LIVE? Any clo you cave 

ask? You 

nervous? 


In a word, 
cr 


|AND YOU'VE OBVIOUSLY | I THINK THAT AS A GESTURE] AND DON'T GO THINKING THAT) 
KEVIN, BRAD, AND HOB HAVE BEEN FREED, Vf RG ANIZED A GUERRILLA | OF GOODWILL, THE MORE y] EATING YOUR PLASGUN WILL 
‘AND AN UNEASY FIELD-TRUCE STANDS. _})) FIGHTING FORCE AMONG | HEAVILY ARMED PARTY c/ | FOOL US INTO THINKING YOU 

lo ‘THE LOCALS. TO WHAT | SHOULD BE THE FIRST 10 WJ DON'T HAVE IT ANYMORE, 

Fyou'RE OBVIOUSLY SOLDIER: END, | WONDER? | ANSWER QUESTIONS. 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING OUT, 


FINE. WE'LL TALK FIRST. WE'VE BEEN 
HIRED TO ACOUIRE SOME NEW EYES 
FOR SERGEANT SCHLOCK HERE. WE'RE 
‘STILL GATHERING INFORMATION, AND. 
PREPARING FOR THE EXECUTION 
PHASE OF OUR OPERATION, 


WHAT AN INTERESTING 
(COINCIDENCE. YOU SEE, OUR LITTLE 
BAND OF IRREGULARS HAS BEEN 
[ORGANIZED TO SAFELY RECOVER 
STOLEN EYE-TREES, 


"THE CHEV MOB IN TOWN 
IAS BEEN USING THEM TO. 


WE'RE ALSO NOT ARMED] SO... YOU NEED INTEL, YOU NEED 


WELL ENOUGH TO 
OPENLY ASSAULT ANY 
SITE IN TOBIR, 


‘ARMS, AND YOU PROBABLY NEED 
‘ORGANIZATIONAL HELP. 


bs 
HOW MUCH CAN 
YOU PAY? 


THAT'S THE MERCENARY 
‘SPIRIT, COMMANDER. 


PAY? YOU EXPECT US 
TO PAYYOU? WHY, 
YOU'RE NOTHING 
BUT A GANG OF 
MERCENARIES! 


THAT'S RIGHT. AND WE CAN SOLVE. 
YOUR PROBLEM FOR YOU. OR WE CAN 

UST DO A QUICK HIT-AND-RUN RAID 
TO MEET OUR OWN NEEDS. 


YOUR RAID WILL ONLY MAKE. 
‘OUR PROBLEM WORSE! 
(CHEV SECURITY WILL GET 
TIGHTER, AND SOME OF 
‘THE TREES MIGHT BE 
DAMAGED! 


YOU NICELY DEMONSTRATE THE 
SUPERIORITY OF OUR BARGAINING 
POSITION, MAAM. I THINK THEY CALL 
‘THIS A *SELLER'S MARKET.” 


YOU SAY YOU'VE BEEN HIRED TO ACQUIRE A PAIR, 
(OF EYES FOR THIS EYELESS AMORPH HERE. WHY 
DON'T WE CONTACT YOUR WEALTHY, 
BENEVOLENT EMPLOYER, AND. 

SEE IF HE'D BE WILLING. 

TO COVER THE Costs 

OF ACQUIRING EYES po 

FOR ALL THE 

AMORPHS. 


OKAY. THAT SOUNDS FAIR 
ENOUGH, SERGEANT, WILL, 
YOU CONTACT OUR’ 
EMPLOYER FOR US AND 
REVIEW THIS OFFER? 


ea—_/Wrat are you 
talking about? What 
employer? I'm the 

‘one Footing the bill. 


‘AND NOW ALL THESE] 
NICE FOLKS KNOW 
THAT YOU'RE RICH 


COMPANY ALL BY 
YOURSELF, 


‘eure, Il 
ask 
right now.’ 


WHILE SCHLOCK, KEVYN, AND THE AMORPH GUERRILLA 
COMMANDER DISCUSS PRICING, A COUPLE OF LOW- 
RANKING AMORPHS MAKE AN IMPORTANT DISCOVERY. 


1 got real close. It 
ele ike fin 
don’t know who else 


iE coud be. 


Bub this oF F—world HOW FITTING THAT HE 
amorph... he is the AS FALLEN IN WITH 
Abominable One... the] MERCENARIES, THEN. 
one who escaped us 

jears ago. He is an 

Sroral Ker. 


Fitting or nob, we 
cannot negotiate 
with them. He must 
be destroyed. 


‘AS I RECALL, THIS 
|AMORAL KILLER 1S, 
(ALSO AT LEAST PART 
‘SELFLESS HERO. 


PERHAPS IN TIMES LIKE | 
THESE, WE NEED HEROES 
WHO CAN KILL WITHOUT 

‘COMPUNCTION. 


you know that 

resor’ to violence 

when the situation 
calls For it. 


OF COURSE, BY 
"SITUATION! You 
MEAN "VOICES IN 
YOUR HEAD," 
RIGHT? 


And you con't 
want to know 
what they're 
saying right 
TOW. 


‘OKAY, EVERYONE. I'M GOING TO 
PLACE A HYPERCOMM CALL TO. 
‘THE SHIP TO DISCUSS THIS. 


LITTLE ALLIANCE, 
io 
= 


are you making a 
WV big deal about it? 


BECAUSE IF THE FOLKS WITH 
‘THAT ORBITAL WEAPON HAVE 
‘OUR POWER SIGNATURES ON 
FILE, I MAY BE GIVING AWAY 
‘OUR'POSITION, AND CALLING 
DOWN FIRE FROM HEAVEN, 


Well be waiting For 
you way over: 


Chere. 


-_ 


‘ACROSS THE 
RIVER. 


PETEY, HOW QUICKLY THERE'S A SMALL ARMY OF 
CAN YOU GET ME FIFTY. AMORPHS DOWN THERE 
GAUSSPISTOLS, AND ‘UST BEGGING TO BE 
FIFTY THOUSAND ALLOWED TO HELP US 
FLECHETTE ROUNDS? ACQUIRE EYE TREES. 


V 


INSTANTLY. | HAVE | 
THEM iN 5TOCK. BUT! 
WHO ARE WE RUNNING 
GUND TO, if LMAY 66 


CAPTAIN, if THEY ARE EVEN 
HALF 50 ENTHUSIASTIC 
AOOUT FIREPRMD 5 
SERGEANT 5CHLOCK 16... 


“IM BETTING THEY GO| 
THROUGH ALL FIFTY THOUSAND 


50 BOLO’ AS TO ASK?’ 


ROUNDS IN TWO MINUTES. 


SIR, I'VE GOT A WEAK BUT Jia THEY'RE ALIVE! THEY ] | WHEN YOU THOUGHT || YOU AREN'T ASKING: 
HEAVILY ENCRYPTED COMM TRICKED US INTO | THEY WERE DEAD, YOU] FOR AN APOLOGY, 
NODE TRANSMITTING: B| | THINKING THEY WERE }| GOT ANGRY, BLAMED, 
FROM A WOODED AREA) HMMM! | EAC, AND NOW ME, AND SHOT ME 
OUTSIDE TOBIR CITY. THEYRE PLOTTING J | THREE TIMES, SIR 

SOMETHING! 


R 
Ye NO, SIR, 
cD THE POWER SIGNATURE PT covsstency 
MATCHES THAT OF THE 7 THEYRE ALIVE, 50 BE 
HUMANS! LOW-PROFILE ;, AND DON" 
ARMOR SUITS, [THIS IS INFURIATING i SHOOT ME AGAIN. 


BOSS CHO,, 11's BEEN A} | THE HUMANS WHO: 
BOSS CHEV, | WHILE, GAMM.| | DESTROYED JUN- 
WELCOME, J WHY HAVE YOU 

CALLED US 


‘OH SURE, JUST 
REMEMBER THE 
FIRST MAXIM... 
PILLAGE, THEN BURN. 


MY SURVIVING ENFORCERS TI | HAMM... DID THIS 
TELL ME THE HUMANS HAD)| | AMORPH HAVE EYES? 
AN AMORPH WITH THEM, 

CHEV, YOU'RE THE EXPERT 

‘ON LOCAL FAUNA. WHY, 


WOULD THEY HAVE AN 


THE ENFORCER 
REPORTS DO NOT. 
MENTION EYES, NOR 
A LACK THEREOF. 


OF COURSE, THE REPORTS SELDOM 
GET PAST THE ‘WHITE-HOT BLAZING. 
MAIMERY! SPEWED FROM THE 
AMORPH'S PLASMA CANNON. AFTER 
TELLING THAT PART MY WITNESSES 
JUST CURL UP AND WHIMPER 


IF THEY'VE ALLIED 
WITH AMORPHS, THEY 
CAN ONLY BE AFTER 
THE EYE-TREES, 


EXCELLENT. IF YOU CAN 
PROVIDE THE BAIT, I CAN 
PROVIDE THE TRAP. WE 


a] SIMPLY WAIT FOR THEM TO 


TRY TO TAKE WHAT THEY 
CAME FOR... 


AND THEN: 
AVENGE 
(OURSELVES AND 


ACTUALLY, I HADN'T REACHED 
THAT PART YET. YOU'RE GETTING} 
A FEW STEPS OUT OF ORDER 


THE TOUGHS PREPARE 
TOARM A COMPANY OF 
AMORPHS... UNEASY 
NEW ALLIES IN THE 
UPCOMING ASSAULT. 


MS. VELOTFONTWEG, 


‘NO, THEY'RE ALL 
FAST LEARNERS, 
THOUGH. THEY LL 
‘ONLY REQUIRE A 


OKAY, THEN. THESE ARE 
FAIRLY STANDARD GAUSS 
PISTOLS. I'LL LET YOU 
HANDLE THE TARGET, 
PRACTICE. 


@ 
one 


Wea ou 


xe 


SIR, VD LIKE 
PERMISSION 


WITHOUT IT. THEY CAN)! you and your tank as {the pratense, EI. I 


“MEANWHILE, ABOARD THE TOUGHS' 
“SUPERFORTRESS WARSHIP 


THEN I'LL GO DOWN \} | Unfortunately, we need) (And you can Forget 


TO BE ON THE | )LUSE AN EXTRA WARM 1) backup, to prevent the) [know you'd like to bo 

Fee ee Noes |] WEOY ON THIS OP =|) warm bodies they've down there on the 

/ #3 - Pare already got From ground with Hob, 
= becoming cold, 


badios. 


ae 
Ta, 


- a \ 
Corporal, we can't send your 
minitank down without giving 
away the team’s positian 


WAS IT THAT. T may be masHy machine up Hey, I wouldn't 9] BUT IT'S CHEATING 
OBVIOUS, SiR? here, but the biological ‘SENSORS? SO be a man if I TO BE ABLE TO 
symptoms of human physical YOURE A VOYEUR.) || didn’t look. SCOPE WOMEN OUT 


WHILE STILL, 
MAKING EYE- 
CONTACT. 


attraction are not lost on mo, 
Indeed, with my sensor 
arrays, you might 
a3 woll have boon 
shouting "Z’m in 
fave with 
someone” 
the whole 
time we 
spoke. 


HOW'S THE TRAINING PRETTY WELL. THESE | THE AMORPH ABILITY TO ‘STOP USING EXPLOSIVE AI 
GOING DOWN THERE, "AMORPHS ARE ENTHUSIASTIC, | REGENERATE HAS MADE UP FORY ROUNDS ON THE FIRING J) (1"m WAY AHEAD 
KEVING 


OKAY, FELLAS. MY 
JOB 1s TO TEACH 
YOU TO DIG. 


THESE TREES ARE 'BOUT THE] I wanna go back to SOLDIERIN’ AIN'T ALL | ..USUALLY FOLLOWED 
SAME SIZE AS THE TARGET |] shootin’ guns, That's SHOOTIN’ GUNS. | BY PARTS WHERE YOU. 
TREES. YOUR JOB IS TO | more Fun. () THERE'S ALSO PARTS | DON! HAFTA TAKE A 


GET THE TREES INTO THESE 
POTS WITHOUT KILLIN’ ‘Ef 


WHERE YOU GET TO | BATH FOR A WEEK, 
PLAY IN THE MUD, 


ED 


SQUAD '8' HAS BEEN BUT YOU GET IAN THIRTEEN 
DRILLING WITH POTS AN’ TO PLAY IN THE)? YEARS. 
TREES ALL DAY. THEY'VE MUD, RIGHT? 

GOT IT DOWN. 


TEACHIN' THESE AMORPHS 
IS FUN. YOU'VE GOT A 
DN { GREAT JOB, LADY EMILY. 


PETEY TELLS ME THAT THE. 
ORBITAL WEAPON THAT HIT US 
ISAT THE L4 POINT RELATIVE. 

‘TO GHANJ-RHO AND HER MOON, 


THIS MEANS THAT WHEN THE 
MOON HAS SET TO SIXTY 
DEGREES ABOVE THE HORIZON, 
WE'LL BE SAFELY OUT OF RANGE. 


UNLESS, OF COURSE, 
"THEY CAN BLAST 
‘CLEAR THROUGH THE 
PLANET'S CRUST TO 
GET TO US. 


work on your 


MEN, EXPECT THIS TOBE A “| IF THINGS GET THICK, THE MINI- WHAT IF WE RUN INTO 4 | LIKE WHAT? THOR THE GOD OF THUNDER 

MILK RUN. WE'LL TERAPORT IN] | TANKS WILL BE STANDING 8Y 70 J/I( SOMETHING THAT PETEY)| RIDING AT THE HEAD OF A TEAM OF A 

OVERPOWER ANY RESISTANCE, j] | EXTRACT US, WE CAN TERAPORT CANT HANDLE? BILLION VALKYRIES AND THE ENTIRE U.S. 

SCOOP UP THE TREES, AND pd] | THEM RIGHT IN ON TOP OF US IF FLEET? FLANKED PERHAPS, BY AN ARMY OF 

TERAPORT OUT. WEHAVE TO, FLYING REINDEER LED BY GANDALF THE 
GREY AND A CYBORG SANTA CLAUS? 


TF WE RUN INTO SOMETHING THE i 
MINI=TANKS CANT HANDLE, PETEY 4= t 

TS PREPARED TO SWOOP IK AND SOMEBODY'S 
PROVIDE HEAVY AIR COVER ‘OVERCONFIDENT. 


I EXPECT THIS TO BE A MILK RUN, WE Bf WHAT IF THEY DO? WHAT WE MIGHT AS WELL WORRY ABOUT AN 
SIMPLY TRAP THE HUMANS UNDER THE 9M IF THAT OBEN All IS AMBUSH BY THE WINGED VOMIT-DEMON 
CHEV DOME, LALINCH A SIMULTANEOUS ff ANSWERING TO THEM? OF NOTH-CHAN AND HER ARMY OF, 
ASSAULT ON THEIR SUPERFORTRESS, 

‘AND MAKE OUR DEMANDS. 


THAT'S ABSURD. 

Fae ‘20 YOU HAVE ANY IDEA 
THEY DON'T HAVE THE CREW ig JUST HOW DEEPLY OB'ENN 
TO BRING THAT SHIP'S FULL ‘ RACISM RUNS2 WITH THE Al. 
WEAPON COMPLEMENT INTO, ENABLED, THAT SHIP IS A DEATH-TRAP 
PLAY. AND THERE'S NO WAY : FOR ANY NON-OB'ENN UNFORTUNATE 
THEY'VE GOT THE Al, WORKING, ENOUGH TO FIND HIMSELF ABOARD. 


LIF YOU PEER BACK THROUGH THE DARKNESS OF LONE- 

I) ExeTRED MILLENNIA, AND VIEW THE WORLD OF GHANT- 
‘RHO WHEN HER DOMINANT SAPIENTS WAXED MIGHTY. 
YOULL BE TREATED TO MORE THAN A FEW SPECTACLES 
(OF AMBITIOUS OVERENGINEERING. 


“SADLY, THESIS NOT A VIEW THAT IS PRACTICAL TO 
ACQUIRE, AND 50 THE MIGHTY RELICS OF GHANJ-RHO 
‘ONLY WHET OUR CURIOUSITY. WE CAN SEE THE SHAPE 
OF THE CO6 WE HAVE FOUND, BUT CAN WE DEDUCE 
THE FULL FUNCTION OF THE MACHINE IT SERVED? 


YOU COULD ALWAYS: 
yUST ASK ME, | WAS, 
THERE, YOU KNOW. 


THE CHEV CLAN HAS PLANTED 
VE TREES IN THE BELLY OF 
ONE OF THESE MACHINES. 
THEY ARE NO MORE AWARE OF 
WHAT IT USED TODO THANA 
PIGEON IS AWARE OF THE 
DEEDS ICONIZED IN THE 
BRONZE EFFIGY UPON WHICH 
IT PERCHES AND POPS, 


IF YOURE GOING TO BE 
POETIC, YOU NEED TO 
AVOID WORDS LIKE 


"POOP. 


OKAY, THATS IT. NO 
MORE EXPOSITION. 


‘A SMALL SQUAD OF MERCENARIES: 
TERAPORTS IN TO STEAL TREES. 


IT LOOKS LIKE WERE 
ALONE IN HERE, Sie 
15 JUST US AND 

U 


‘ALONE FOR NOW. 
LET'S POT THOSE TREES 
AND GET OUT OF HERE, 


‘Somebodl 
[couple of 


pluck me a 
those. | 


You get twos! 
Nantgedl 


THEY'RE IN/ SHUT THE. 
TRAP, AND LAUNCH THE 
ASSAULTS 


INA ROOM FULL OF TREES WITH EVES, 
NO-ONE SHOULD BE SURPRISED TO 
LEARN THAT THE WALLS HAVE EARS. 


MASSIVE ‘SHIP MOVEMENT || ACTIVE SCANS, SiR. gimme) ERE A MATTER OF NOJ] THE FAL. GIVE ME ACTIVE 
hes VICINITY. TWENTY] | BO WOU WANT TO SMALL PERSONAL SCANS NOW, AND GO EASY 
1ORE. J GIVE PLE? OUR pute PRICE, CAPTAIN, ‘ON THE WOUNDED Pour. 


CAPTAIN, IM PICKING UP_ || THAT WiLE REQUIRE RAI iLITIES | ‘6)| AND PRIDE GOETH BEFORE 
POSITION? 


ys 
J "THE ABRUPT 
MOVEMENT OF TWENTY 
SHIPS THIS CLOSE TO US [J 
‘CAN PROBABLY BE TAKEN AS 
‘ASSIGN THAT THEY ALREADY 
HAVE OUR POSITION, 


IMAGINE FOR A MOMENT. WW PETEY Has JUST GONE To ACTIVE 
THAT YOUVE JUST MOVED ] ScANNING AND HAD THE SAME 


INTO A NICE FIXER-UPPER IN CLASS OF SHOCK, ONLY WORSE. 


‘BRADENTON, FLORIDA. 


‘SIR, WE'VE GOT A THERE'S NO POINT | bake it that's not the 
COUPLA TREES IN WAITING TO SEND. sound effect associated 
READY TA GO! THEM ALL AT ONCE, Z 
‘TERAPORT THEM AS THERE'S USUALLY 
LESS FLYING 


BARK, T00. 


| bake it Chat's not the sound 
effect associated with the 
successful creation oF an 
emergency exit. p 


THIS IS BAD. THEY'VE GOT AN Jil | One emergency exit, 
ANTI-TERAPORT SYSTEM ing right wp. 
‘COVERING US, WERE TRAPPED] bros"? HEE UP. 

IN HERE UNLESS WE CAN FIND. 

ANOTHER WAY OUT. 


cisappointing sound I've 
on] ever heard Tt not make. 


ISRVANEEN ra nr 
five-fire games. IF 


must have gotten 
fi. 


We each swallow three rotten 
harblewheezer egas, and then 
we play wargames. When 
someone gets a ‘vital’ hit, the 
shell will break and hell start 
spitting out harbleyolk. 


‘SIR, | THINK | CAN BLAST US. 
OUTTA HERE. JETT THOUGHT YOu 
A LONLY BROUGHT 

SMALL STUFF, 

‘CORPORAL, 


‘YEAH, BUT THERE'S A BIG OL’ 
HYDRAULIC SHAFT FULL 0” 
SOMETHIN’ LIKE FUEL OIL, AND 


THERE ARE PILES 0 "MMONIUM 
NITRATE OVER BY THE TREES. 


WE CAN MAKE ANFO. IT'S] WHAT KIND OF WACKY-CRACK MACHINE 
PRIMITIVE, BUT THAT J USES VOLATILE HYDROCARBONS IN joe 
BURIED SHAFT'LL FOCUS) COMPENSATORIALLY OVERSIZED. 

THE BLAST, AN RIP THE J HYDRAULICS? DUNNO. IT'S 
ROOF RIGHT OFF. ‘ALIEN, RIGHT? 


‘HEY, THE INCOMPREHENSTBILITY OF 
THE VENUE WAS ESTABLISHED IN 
SUNDAYS STRIP, LET IT RIDE, GUYS, 


THREE MEN, ONE WOMAN, 
AND MORE AMORPHS THAN 
YOU CAN SHAKE A STICK AT 
[ARE TRAPPED IN THE BELLY 
(OF 4 LONG-ABANDONED. UM. 
WELL, WELL JUST CALL ITA 
PUMPING STATION AND 


MOVE ON. THINGS ARE BAD, 
BUT NOT SO BAD THAT THEY 
CANT GET WORSE (WHICH, 
RATHER PREDICTABLY, THEY 
“ARE ABOUT TO D0) 


KEVYN, I’M READY TA BLAST US OUTTA, 
HERE. JUST SAY THE WORD, AN’ ILL 
TELL MISTER PRIMER DOWN IN THE 
HOLE TA DO HIS LITTLE DANCE. 


NOT YET, HOB, INEED TO 
MAKE SURE IT'S CLEAR 
OUTSIDE. I'M GOING TO 
BREAK SILENCE AND CALL] 
IN OUR AIR SUPPORT. 


PETEY, WE'VE GOT A PROBLEM 
DOWN HERE. WE NEED 
EXTRACTION, AND I 
DON'T THINK You 
CAN TERAPORT 
‘THE MINI-TANKS 
ALL THE WAY IN, 


MINi-TANKS WON'T HELP, 
KEVUN. SCANS SHOW THAT 
THEY'VE. PULLED iN 5OME 

HEAVY ARMOR OUTSIOE. 


THEN THEY MUST HAVE LAID A 
‘TRAP FOR US, AND WE WALKED. 
RIGHT INTO IT. PETEY, WE NEED 
FULL AIR SUPPORT. YOU'D 

BETTER PLOW ON DOWN HERE 
YOURSELF AND GET US OUT. 


(15 NOT THAT 
SIMPLE. THEY'VE. 
ERO A TRAP FOR 


A VERITABLE ARMADA 
OF LIGHT CRAFT HAS 
SURROUNDED ME, AND 
15 PRESSING ME IWiTH 
THAT ORGITAL LANCE, 


YOU'RE A BIG, MEAN 
WARSHIP. THAT 
SHOULDN'T TARE 
LONG, RIGHT? 


1. CAN EXTRACT Ot 
8UT A HAVE TO SWAT, 
THESE FLIES FIRST. 


UNDER ORDINARY | THEY ARE DEMANDING THAT) 
CIRCUMSTANCES, | | ALLOW MYSELF TO BE 

NO, iT SHOULG | BOARDED. 
NOT “TAKE LONG. 


FL PESIST, THEY CLAM 
THAT THES WILE KikL 
ALL Of WOU... STARTING 
WiTH THE AMORPHS. 


THES IS THE PART WHERE 
THINGS GET WORSE. 


CAPTAIN, THEY ARE 
DEMANDING TO BE 
ALLOWED SAFE PASSAGE 
THROUGH OUR SHIELOD, 


THEY CLAIM THES Lwil-L 


1 GELiEVE THAT THE 

PRICE OF TIME RIGHT 
NOW 15 MEASURED iN 
HOSTAGES. 


PUT ME THROUGH TO KEVYN. 
TNEED TO KNOW WHAT KIND, 
(OF CURRENCY HEHAS ON. 


KEEP THE SHIELDS UP, 
‘AND PREPARE TO BLAST 
‘ANY BREACHERS, PETEY, 


a) 


| OOUGT HELL 6 
PLEASED WITH THiS 
PARTICULAR METAPHOR, 


WE CAN BLAST OUR WAY OUT, 
BUT WE CAN'T STAND UP TO. 
‘THOSE TANKS ONCE WE'RE 
OUTSIDE. 


WE NEED TO DREAM UP A 
MIRACLE QUICKLY, KEVIN, THEY 
‘SAY THEYRE GOING TO START 
ga KILLING HOSTAGES NOW. 


HOSTAGES? WHERE DID 
THEY GET HOSTAGES? 


KEVYN, THEY'RE TALKING 
‘ABOUT YOU AND YOUR 
‘TEAM. AND THE AMORPHS. 


OH, THOSE HOSTAGES. 
THANKS FOR CLEARING, 
THAT UP. 


OF FIGURING A WAY 
OUT OF THIS MESS? 


Petey has Found a spot you ‘SIR, UNLESS WE CAN POSE | So you need to pose || C'MON TEAM. IT’S TIME TO GO 
can ‘port into, but it's several || A SERIOUS THREAT TO THE | an indirect threat. Hit |] PAINT THE UNDEFENDED TOWN 
kilomoters From the action. ENEMY, WE CANT DRAW | thom in the collataral. J} A NICE SHADE 

You'll need to crass ground) || THEMOFF.WE DONT HAVE ) Fight dirhy- they 


Fast, and then draw the TA NMR Ts Jig startad it. 


enemy off DIRECTLY. 


WE CAN'T BLOW THE DOME 
UNTIL THE MINI-TANKS HAVE] 
DRAWN OFF AT LEAST PART, 
(OF THE FORCE OUTSIDE. 
‘TAGON SAYS THAT'LL TAKE 
ABOUT EIGHT MINUTES. 


COMMANDER, ALL THE 
AMORPHS ARE GETTING 
‘SERIOUSLY SICK. THE 
CCHEVS MUST HAVE 
GASSED US WITH 
AMORPH MEMETOXINS. 


GREAT. NERVE~GAS FOR 
‘MORPHS, ! DON'T SUPPOSE 
THEY CAN HOLD OUT FOR, SAY, 
ANOTHER EIGHT MINUTES? 


WHEN THEY START PROJECTILE 
VOMITING LIKE THIS, THEY'RE J FEEL FORTUNATE 
PRETTY FAR GONE: TO NEVER HAVE SEE 
UNLESS THEYRE JUST PLAYING 


WITH THEIR FOOD, OF COURSE, 


(AMORPH AT A TIME IN 
THE BUFFET LINE, 


HOB, BLOW THE DOME. WE 
HAVE TO GET SOME FRESH 
AIR IN HERE WOW, OR FIFTY 
‘AMORPHS DIE. 


(WE'LL JUST HAVE TO 
"TAKE OUR CHANCES 
‘WITH THE TANKS 
WAITING OUTSIDE. 


YES SIR. 


‘OKAY, MISTER PRIMER. 
‘STRUT YOUR STUFF/ 


MAYBE YOU'VE SET MY EXPECTATIONS 
‘TOO HIGH, HOB, | WAS ANTICIPATING 
RATHER MORE NOISE. 


NEVER FAILS, BOMB 
THE SIZE OF A HOUSE, 
USELESS... THANKS 
TO A BAD PRIMER THE 
SIZE OF A PENNY, 


YOU HAVE 
ANOTHER ONE, 
RIGHT? 


R, WAIT. 1 
MEAN YES. 


YES. DEFINITELY YES. 


“YES,' YOU HAVE ANOTHER PRIMER, 
OR "YES," YOU'RE GOING TO GO| 
AND DO SOMETHING STUPID? 


CT FACE Tp HIS BONE ELOO I 
‘TT WOULD APPEAR THAT SOMEONE 15 ABOUT TO DO ‘ALL MY GOOPY NEW 


'NO MORE PRIMERS, 
‘SOMETHING EITHER VERY SELFLESS OR VERY STUPID. TIME TA RIG A FUSE FRIENDS ARE DEAD. 
WITH A BIG PILE OF EXPLOSIVES. 


mp NY : 5 

|) 'y Win i TA 'SPLOSIVE ROUND'LL WORK, BUT 

ty | f % | Ni Hi q LATTA STAND aM FRONT. 
VU br N (THE BOMB TO SCORE A HIT.. 


THING cePr' To D0 Okay, TIMEOUT HERE D0 || [TEMES NOT A PROBLEM. rcaLLeD | { YER THE NARRATOR 


BSIDES PULL THE AY YOUREALLY PLAN TO KILL ||| TEME-OUT. THE FANS ARE GoINe | (NARRATE SPIN IT SO 
TeIcceR YOURSELF THIS Way? a pea SE CTGH THEYRE HAPPY, 


. » 
YUP. CAN'T THINK OF ANY} ie 


WAY I'D RATHER GO. NOW: & 
DO YOU WANNA LEAVE ME. 
0.00 IT IN PEACE? WERE Kd 


BURNIN’ TIME HERE. 


3] LWAS SHOOTIN’ FOR SUMTHIN’ 
ELF.I5 GONNA BE HEY, IT WAS A SUGGESTION {| PROFOUND. NOT A PUNCHLINE. 
PRETTY UPSET, TOO. FOR YOUR LAST WORDS, 


iy 
‘AN’ SHE'D BE | NEVER MIND. WERE OUT 
‘UPSET IF 1 LET| OF SPACE LIGHT IT 
“THE AMORPHS DIE. 


I'VE GOT A MAP OF THE CHO, 79] ( DOYTHABAN TELLS ME ) | SO | FOUND US A BIG, EXPENSIVE, 

Bee ce CHEV, AND GAMM INTERESTS: THAT THEY'RE ALLS | FULLY AUTOMATED REFINERY TO 

HAVE A DIRTY JOB TO 00. DOWN HERE IN THE CITY. WE GUILTY OF SOMETHING... x 
HAVE TO HiT UNDEFENDED. 

WE GOTTA DRAW OFF THOSE r 

TANKS, BUT WE CAN'T TAKE 

"EM IN A FAIR FIGHT. 


a 


Ee 
ee Le ae aa 
_CIVILIANS?) SE OIT NE SHRED OF THAT PESKY REMORSE. 


‘BUT I'M TELLING 


PETEY, WE'RE GONNA BLOW 
‘THE DOME DOWN HERE, NO. 
MORE STALLING, JUST GET 
HERE AS FAST AS YOU CAN, 


ROGER THAT, | 


COMMANDER: 
1M MOVING: 


CEPTAIN, SHALL | Give THE) |] WHAT PROTOCOL 
OU DID WOU HAVE iN 
MIND, 518? 
8: 


6) 


IN ORDER FOR THE READER TO 
UNDERSTAND THE TACTICAL 
SITUATION, IT 15 NECESSARY 
TO EMPLOY AN ANALOGY. 


COMMANDER GAMM THENKS HES 


LITTLE ARMADA IS ATTACKING 
AN UNDER-STAFFED WARSHIP. 
(ONE WITHOUT A PROPER AT. TO. 
COORDINATE THE MANY WEAPON 
‘SYSTEMS. PICTURE A MAN WITH 
A STACK OF FLYSWATTERS 
FENDING OFF A SWARM OF BEES. 


(GAMM IS RATHER FATALLY 
MISTAKEN. HIS ARMADA IS UP 
AGAINST A STATE OF THE ART 
AL ONE CAPABLE OF DRIVING 
EVERY SINGLE WEAPON ABOARD 
‘THE SUPERFORTRESS WITH FULL 
EFFICIENCY, AND TO MAXIMUM 
EFFECT. 


THES 15 THE POINT AT WHICH 
THE ANALOGY FALLS APART. 


WHOA... SIR, YOURE NOT 
GOING TO BELIEVE THIS, 


THE SUPERFORTRESS JUST) 
PULSED ITS SHIELD... We. 
HAD A CLEAR SHOT "AT IT 
FOR A FEW MILLISECONDS, 


THAT KIND OF 
TIMING ON THAT! 
KIND OF A SCALE 
IS IMPOSSIBLE. 


‘AGAIN. WE'VE 
BEEN PAINTED. 


By me. Hi! I'm a terapeds, I 
assume that the language you 
are speaking is tha one you'd 
like me to use as I count to 
three. One. 


ATLEAST THE USER INTERFACE 


“HEERFUL AND INTUITIVE. 


OID YOU KNOW THAT 
SJUN-CHO BREWS ALL 
HOSE TASTY NARCOTICS 


DOOR TO THE 
CHO REFINERY? 


dis 


SOME INTERESTING THE CHEV DOME SPLITS BEHIND THE GAMM FLAGSHIP BURSTS AND THE LIBERATION FLEET 
EXPLOSIONS, MERE HOB'S SACRIFICTAL PIPE-BOMB. UNDER DIRECT TERAPEDO HIT. I Wl UNDER ADMIRAL BREYA BLOWS 


‘SECONDS APART. UP ITS FIRST BUUTHANDI. 


NOT PART OF THE CURRENT 
‘STORY, BUT DEFINITELY 
INTERESTING, YES? 


‘CORPORAL HANK HOB" OBSCROMBLE 
JUST BLEW A HOLE IN THE CHEV DOME 
TO FREE HIS FRIENDS, DISPERSING 
THE POISON GAS THAT WAS KILLING 


DANIGHT! 
EVERYBODY INTO 
THE BREACH, NOW! 


‘SIR, LADY EMILY 
iS DOWN! 


DUNNO. SHE JUST 
COLLAPSED WHEN 
THE PIPE BLEW. 


ARGH! STUPID, 
‘STUPID, STUPID! 


— 
“SHE'S UNARMORED. 
‘THE OVERPRESSURE 
MAY HAVE KILLED HER 
DON'T MOVE HER, 


WE OUGHT TO GET) 
‘THESE AMORPHS 
INTO THE OPEN. 
WHERE'S HOS? 


NO, THAT WAS BEFORE HIS 
PRIMER DUDDED. HE WENT, 
BACK TO THE BOME TO. 


‘SIR, WE'VE GOT ‘SIX. NO, WAIT... 
TANKS INBOUND! 


THE GOOD 

NEWS JUST ‘NO, | DON'T 
‘KEEPS ROLLING SEE ANY 
TN. HOW MANY? NOW. 


‘CAPTAIN, IF PETEY HAS THE, 
AREA SECURE, I NEED A 
MEDICAL DETACHMENT 
DOWN HERE A.S.AP, 


TD SAY WE'RE 
SECURE NOW, HOW 
MANY CASUALTIES 
DO YOU HAVE? 


‘ONE. PRESUMED 
FATALITY, FIFTY- 
(ONE STRETCHER- 
CASES 


YOU WENT IN WITH 
WHAT, FIFTY-FOUR? 
INCLUDING YOURSELF? 


‘1D RESPOND WITH 
"YOU SHOULD SEE 
‘THE OTHER GUY," 
‘BUT [DON'T THINK 
WE EVER ACTUALLY 
ENGAGED THE 
ENEMY, 


DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO FOR 
SICK AMORPHS, WHERE'S THAT 
SCIENTIST WHO WAS LIVING WITH 


WHAT'S THAT PSEUDO 
CHOCOLATE DRINK-MIx 
STUFF SCHLOCK IS 
ALWAYS EATING? 


COLLECT THEIR FIREARMS, 
WHILE YOU'RE AT IT. IF THEY 
LIVE, THEY'RE GONNA WAKE UP 
REALLY, REALLY HYPER, 


TT ON YOUR FRIENDS IF 
YOU DON'T READ THE 
INGREDIENTS, SOLDIER. 


IT'S EASIER TO SPRINKLE | 


LONLY COUNT FORTY 
FOUR AMORPHS, DID 
WELOSE Sixt 


THINK SEVERAL OF THEM 
(GOT SLAPPED TOGETHER IN 
“THE BLAST, I'VE ALREADY SEEN 
‘ONE PAIR RESEGREGATE, SOI 
"ASSUME THEY'LL BE OKAY, 


‘THERE GOES | [THEY ALL SEEM TO | I COUNT FORTY- ri 
ANOTHER Pain.) SE STIRRING 1 | EIGHT NOW. / THEYRE MOVING AROUND, 
ERR... TRIAD. THINK THEY'LL ‘ ALOT IDONT THI 


THE FETE INTIS PANEL FS 
BEEN OBSCURED ON THE eROUNS 

TAT THES STR Ie, SUPOseD 

{| tose ar inst ative art 

PaMMLVCRIENOLY AND WELL 

THOSE AOWPS. Ae Aik. LED 

confers es ee 
rer ee Ne || comes AND WE dust ONT! 


THREE. WONDER WHAT'S || KNOW WHAT THEYRE DOING 
TAKING THEM SO LONG. eines 


‘THEY'RE ABOUT THE ic Nope. There | YOU ATE LADY Not really. 
‘SLAPPED TOGETHER BY AN ||| SAME SIZE, WHERE'S 1S no_more | EMILY'S FAVORITE “Ave” implies 
EXPLOSION, THELAST ‘THE THIRD MORPH? i Chuck, | LIEUTENANT? satisfaction. 
THREE AMORPHS TO 

RECOVER ARE FINALLY 

BEGINNING TO SEPARATE. 


‘OKAY... WE'VE GOT 
WO PILES OF GOOP 
INSTEAD OF JUST ONE. 


KEVIN, THOSE THE ONLY AMORPH I 
AMORPHS DO NOT KNOW TENDS To GET! 


LOOK HAPPY, VIOLENT WHEN HE'S 
UNHAPPY, 


THEY GOT AGITATED WHEN 

'SCHLOCK AND FRAPP BEGAN WONDER IF THIS IS SOME PURE 

PASSING SMALL BITS OF EACH || | FORM OF COMMUNICATION THEY 
‘OTHER AROUND TO THE GROUP. "USE FOR LARGE GATHERINGS. 


THE UNHAPPY 
AMORPHS ARE ALL 
COMING THIS WAY, 


THIS IS FASCINATING. THEY ALL 
HAVE A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT 
STYLE OF RAPID LOCOMOTION. 


+ 


INDEED. WELL WAIT OVER HERE 
WHILE YOU GET A CLOSER LOOK 


‘CAPTAIN THE AMORPHS ARE | | THEY PROBABLY JUST WANT US TO | THEIR WEAPONS HAVE HANG ON... I'M NOT SURE 1 
RUNNING AMOK DOWN HERE. | SPEED HER RECOVERY. BRING THEM J BEEN CONFISCATED. WHAT WANT TO GO ON RECORD AS 
‘THEY'VE SEIZED LADY Up WITH THE LAST OF THE TREES 4 POSSIBLE THREAT COULD 

EMILY'S CRYOKIT, AND. AND THE REST OF THE TEAM. THEY POSE? 

[ARE DEMANDING TO 

COME ABOARD. 


KNOW, SIR, 
TMNOT SURE THAT'S WISE, SIR. IT WOULD MAKE A 
‘THEY'RE VERY, VERY AGITATED. ‘CHARMING EPITAPH, 


THE PATIENT REGAINS 
CONSCIOUSNESS, 


c 
5 


NOT SO FAST, SERGEANT. I 
AGREED TO DEFEND MS, 
VELDTFONTWEG, BUT NOT 
BEFORE A KANGAROO COURT 
(OF HER ENEMIES. 


WE MUST BRING IN A JURY OF HER PEERS, 
PREFERABLY OF SEVERAL SPECIES, 

AND FROM SEVERAL STAR 

SYSTEMS, THERE MUST. 

BE A HANDSOMELY 

‘STERN PROSECUTING 

ATTORNEY, AND A 

FULL DEPOSITION 

OF WITNESSES AND 

EVIDENCE, INCLUDING 


‘THESE SO-CALLED. 
‘MEME FRAGMENTS.” 
‘THERE MUST BE A 
DECENTLY FORMAL 
COURTROOM, WITH 
GALLERY, AND 
‘ALUNIFORMED BAILIFF. 


‘SOMEONE WITH YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
BEHIND THE BENCH, WHO HAS THE 
RESPECT OF ALL, AND WHO IN TURN 
RESPECTS THE TWIN VIRTUES OF 
“JUSTICE AND MERCY. A JUDGE 
PREPARED TO GRANT OR REVOKE 
LIFE OR LIBERTY AS THE LAW 
DEMANDS. A JUDGE CLOTHED 
WITH THE HONOR OF THE COURT, 
‘AND WITH A HEAVY, BLACK, 

ROBE. SOMETHING PRICEY, 

‘AND A WIG-WE MUSTN'T 

FORGET THE WIG. 


EATEN ALIVE BY A MOB OF 
AMORPHS, YOU SAY? 


THES IS HOW PLEA. 
BARGAINING REALLY 


LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT. ‘AND THIS AMORPH CHAMPION, SO... YOUR GRANDMOTHER || Anal my commander is not 
‘THE ‘KILLER’ WHO WAS EMILY'S ‘DAUGHTER,’ WHO. WAS A SLAVE-TRADER, YOUR] making it any easier For me 
MURDERING YOUR Peopte was) || STOPPED THE KILLER: pry 2°. 2S | MoTHER WAS A STOOSE, 7] Fo rike above my spotty 


JUST GOING AFTER EMILY'S Htupedl into it, | AND YOUR FATHER WAS A 
INNER CIRCLE OF and gave her | Falte HERO. heritage. 
CONSPIRATORS. life For a lie. 


‘SIR, I'M DISAPPOINTED. 1 
HAVEN'T GOTTEN A CHANCE 
TO PRACTICE ANY ACTUAL 
LAW FORA WHILE NOW. 


THAT JUST MEANS OUR 
[PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN A SIT 
MORE STRAIGHTFORWARD. 


‘STILL... I'M WONDERING IF 
YOU'L LET ME DO ALITTLE 


‘PRO BONO WORK. 


NOW THAT THE AMORPHS 
HAVE EATEN THEIR FORMER, 
LIAISON WITH THE OUTSIDE 


WHAT DO YOU) WoRLD THEY ARE EVEN 


HAVE IN MIND? 


MORE AT THE MERCY OF 
THE LESS SAVORY 
POLITICAL ELEMENTS, 
HERE IN THE SYSTEM, 


‘AK... YOU WANT TO RUN SOME 
SORT OF A LEGAL POWER-PLAY, 
‘THEN, HOW MUCH CAN WE MAKE 
OFF OF IT? 


DID ANY OF YOU EXPECT A 
MERCENARY TO KNOW THE 
(MEANING OF "PRO BONO?" 


YES, 1 CAN FIX IT. BUT 
IF You PESTER HER 
AGAIN, I'LL DISLOCATE 
IT MYSELF, 


ELF, WE LOOKEO ALL |) THAT'S A PIECE 
ELF MOURNS THERES > OVER, AND THIS IS THE |(OF THE BUILDING)} | Z-KNOW, BUT 
NOT EVEN ENOUGH OF I{ BIGGEST PIECE O' HOB |“ YOU MORON. SEE THIS LiL 
HIM LEFT TO BURY. ‘WE COULD FIND. LEAVE ME 


‘SENSEI'S TEAM HAS BEEN AS SURE AS THE 
DISPATCHED TO DEAL WITH 
THE ORBITAL LANCE, SIR 


1 TRUST THEY'LL HAVE IT 
SECURED BEFORE IT COMES 
BACK OVER THE HORIZON. 


ETAPHOR 
CHOICE? 


METAPHOR 
GHOICE, 


HEY. THIS GUY'S GOT BANDAGES 


GAMI'S FLAGSHIP, 
IS GONE, AND: 
HiMt WITH IT, 


YOU'RE HEAD OF THE 
ACLAN NOW, JUN-GAMM. 


AND THE ORBITAL 
LANCE IS ALL YOURS 


POWER... FREEDOM. 


YOU COULD GET 
USED TO THIS. 


HELLO, ARE YOU IN 
CHARGE HERE? AND IV, HOOKUPS ALREADY. 
WHERE'S THE FUN IN THAT? 


(OF COURSE THERE ARE 
SOME DRAWBACKS, LIKE 
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY. 
LET'S RETHINK THINGS, 


EXCELLENT. 1S IT 
STILL OPERATIONAL? 
CAPTAIN, SENSEI'S TEAM 


REPORTS THAT THE GAM, 
‘SYNDICATE’S ORBITAL LANCE} 
HAS BEEN SECURED. 


= 
“AN EMERGENCY SESSION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
GHANT-RHO STATION TENANTS IS CALLED TO ORDER, 


‘YOUR HONOR, MEMBERS 

(OF THE COUNCIL... THANK 

YOU FOR CONVENING ON 

SUCH SHORT NOTICE, OF AGGRESSION HAVE 
BECOME IMPOSSIBLE TO 


IGNORE. IN TRUTH, YOU 
MIGHT SAY THAT WE ARE 
HERE BECAUSE YOUR 
CAPTAIN THREATENED 
US WITH VIOLENCE 


HEY, ALL I DID 
CAPTAIN? [WAS LET MY MEN 
TEST-FIRE THAT 
ORBITAL LANCE. 


MOVING RIGHT ALONG, THEN. 
‘YOUR HONOR, WE ARE HERE TO 
HELP YOU PUT THAT VIOLENCE 
‘SAFELY IN THE PAST. PURSUANT. 
TO THIS END, WE ARE CALLING A 
REFERENDUM TO DEAL WITH 
‘THESE ISSUES, 


WE'LL NEED TO CONSULT 
WITH COUNSEL TO ASCERTAIN 
THE LEGALITY OF THIS 
ACTION, 


YOUR HONOR, ARE YOU AWARE OF THE FACT } I WHAT ARE YOU 
THAT THE ORGANIZATION I REPRESENT HAS 
SEEN AUTHORIZED 6Y GOVERNMENTS OF J TALKING ABOUT? 


HUMAN SPACE TO PURSUE AND COLLECT 
BOUNTIES ON ATTORNEY DRONES SUCH AS 
‘THE ONE YOU ARE GETTING READY TO. 
CONSULT WITH? 


HONOR, PLEASE STEP AWAY 
FROM THE ATTORNEY DRONE, 
‘SO THAT WE CAN AVOID 
|GETTING ANY OF IT ON YOU. 


BAILIFF! RETURN FIRE! 
EXECUTE THIS HUMAN 


NOW THAT WE'VE GOTTEN 
‘THAT OUT OF OUR SYSTEM, 
T RECOMMEND THAT WE 
ATTEMPT TO PROCEED 
MORE AMICABLY. 


‘THOSE NOT WEARING BODY-ARMOR 
ARE HEREBY ADVISED TO KEEP THEIR 
ARGUMENTS ON-TOPIC. 


WE WOULD LIKE TO THE GROUND-SIDE | UH, RULES OF 
vt INHERITANCE. my 
LED BY JUN-CHO | NAME IS NOW ‘CHO, 
NOT 'JUN-CHO:’ 


Q 3 9 
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TINE, PINE. THe 
SrSitzATOS Le) 
Beare 
| 


q 
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LET THE COUNCIL RECORD 
THAT THE MEASURE HAS 
PASSED. PRECEDENTS OF 
TENANCY NOW APPLY TO. 
THE PLANET, 


Goin Tete LONER Tran | TeNANye wnat ASOM tate base 
DOWN THERE Le Ny taking the bait. We're) | Sour ctoat 
Be IME SENIOR here For the switch. JUST YET. 
EIEEe 


GREAT HANDS OF DOOM! 
DID WE JUST VOTE 
ABORIGINES ONTO. 
THE COUNCIL? 


RAPP, DON'T 
GLOAT JUST NO. YOu Be Ar Least 


HAVENT MAGNITUDE, 


ACTUALLY, I'VE GOT YOu BEAT) (1 TOLD You 
BY AT LEAST SIX 
a 


Hah We get to pick the 
senior councilors, too. We've 


been tenants on the planet 
longer than anyone else. 


IF YOUR NEXT 
ARE YOU CLAIMING THAT YOUR’ S vuST ip 
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ON THE TAING ABOUT HE B5ar Sew 
SURFACE FOR OVER TEN PERSONALLY. CREAM, SAVE IT 
MILLION YEARS? Jonay PEOPLE For vaTer. 


HAVE BEEN DOWN 


BUT... BY OUR CURRENT | EH, YOU'LL GET TIRED OF ME AND 


reer |YOi ONR oe LAWS, THAT MEANS ONE | PASS NEW LAWS, OB HAVE Us 


eae eae (OY MORTALS OF YOU WILL ALWAYS | ALL ASSASSINATED. TOPPLING A 
‘HY NAME IS ROD, AND , | BE THE SENIOR GERONTOCRACY IS’ ALUAYS 
MY PEOPLE ARE THE: COUNCILOR, GOOD, CLEAN FUN. 
BRADICOR. YOU CAN. 
CALL ME "YOUR 


NO, BUT MY 
PEOPLE ARE IMMUNE 
TO ANY FURTHER 
EFFECTS OF AGING. 


THANK YOU FOR AGREEING TO) 
‘THIS, ROD. THE AMORPHS 

NOW HAVE A REAL CHANCE TO. 
COME INTO THEIR OWN. Jam 


1 DON'T SEE WHY You 
WANT MEIN CHARGE. MY] 
PEOPLE RULED ONCE 
BEFORE, AND MADE A 
COMPLETE MESS OF 
EVERYTHING. 


AND YOU'VE HAD TEN 
‘THOUSAND MILLENNIA 
TO LEARN FROM YOUR 
MISTAKES. 


AHH, THE OPTIMISM OF 
YOUTH. YOU REALIZE We 
SPENT MOST OF THAT 
TIME SLEEPING AND 
WATCHING TV. 


THE MISSION IS COMPLETE, AND WHILE IT 
WAS NOT AN UNMITIGATED SUCCESS, THE 
PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WAS ACCOMPLISHED, 
EVERYONE GOT PAID. EVERYONE EXCEPT HOB, 


WE'RE GATHERED HERE 
0 SAY GOODBYE TO 
A.GOOD FRIEND. THE 
BEST KIND OF FRIEND, 
FOR ‘GREATER LOVE 
HATH NO MAN THAN 
‘THIS: THAT HE LAY 
DOWN HIS LIFE FOR 
HIS FRIENDS," 


JWHOA, THAT'S A 


ERA SREAT LINE, 
FOO} Rey 


NO KIDDING. 1 
WONDER WHERE 
THE REV GETS HIS 
MATERIAL. 


YUP. THE OLD-SCHOOL 
‘STUFF IS STILL THE 
BEST STUFF. jf 


STILL DON'T UNDERSTAND 
WHY WE DIDN'T FIND ANY 
REMAINS, THERE MUST HAVE 
BEEN SOME ACCELERANTS IN 
THAT MIX. STRAIGHT ANFO. 
WON'T VAPORIZE CAREONAN,] 


THERE WERE NO ACCELERANTS, 
BONUS OXIDIZERS, OR ANCIENT 
ALIEN WHATSITS IN THE MIX. 
THE BLAST DID NOT VAPORIZE 
HOB AT ALL, IT THREW HIM, 


DONT GET YOUR HOPES UP, THOUGH. THE BLAST 
THREW HIM A BIT HARDER THAN WHAT HIS 
SUIT'S INERTIICS COULD COMPENSATE FOR. 


‘Goodbye, Friend. 
We're secretiy 


Prose 


1g you Liner 


rees You 


‘You gave your life Co save}| Are we sure this is how 

ours, and now with every | human Funerals are 7 

eye this tree bears, one of || supposed to go? ‘Oh, yeah. 

us will see more clearly the. Very sappy. 

treasure of your memory. Over the 
top, even. 


| still Chink we 
should have clone 
iE our way, 


AT AMORPH WAKES THE RECEIVING 
LINE AND THE BUFFET LINE ARE THE 
‘SAME THING. AND THAT'S PROBABLY 


[eee 


HEY, EVERYONE! I’M BACK, “THESE NANO-MEME-BOTS | SHOWING UP THE DAY AFTER HIT 
AND T MANAGED TO INVENTED SHOULD MAKE | THE FUNERAL... GIVING US A. REY EVESYBOOYI ITs 
RESURRECT HOB, TOO! US ALL EFFECTIVELY | [ae-o, SCEANTASY OPEN SEASON ON 

IMMORTAL. BPCAMATION UNE THAT. JERK NARRATORS. 


OOPS. THATS MY 
CUE TOLEAVE! 


DOCTOR, ISNT THAT'S GRIEF, ELF. 'M TORN BETWEEN BEING 
HAPPY FOR YOU, AND 
STILL ALIVE, PUNCHING YOU OUT. 


REV, IZZITH 7 Guess tHat } | YER ENGAGED? TO WELL, CONGRATS.) | THERE ARE ONLY DANGER, NICK. 
‘TRUE, WHAT) _} TSUESE THA | | THE DOCTOR? YER HOOKED UP) | THREE WOMEN ON DANGER! 
ELE TOLD (wuareir TOLD WITH THE most | BOARD, NICK. DOES, 
YOU, NICK? SEAUT'FUL WOMAN } | THAT PUT NE IN, 
IN THE COMPNY. 1! | SECOND PLACE, OR 
LAST PLACE? 


YES, IT'S TRUE. WE 
WEREN'T READY TO. 

[ANNOUNCE ANYTHING, BUT I 
‘GUESS BUNNI LET IT SLIP TO ELF. 


I'M NOT SURE I SHOULD RELOCATE J | THAT'S SWEET NICK. LET ME ' } AND YOU, YOU POOR, ELF DION'T HIT ME. I TOL' HER SHE 
THAT FOR YOU, NICK. I WARNED —/] | GUESS... ELF OVERHEARD THAT) | SWEET, SILLY MAN, ACTUALLY)] WAS A DROP-DEAD GORGEOUS 
YOU NOT TO PESTER ELF AGAIN, J. | | COMMENT? ‘TRIED TO ANSWER HER? ELF 1 SECON’ PLACE, AN' ANY MAN'D BE 


DESERVED A SHOT AT YOU 
Eeave LUCKY TO DATE HER JUST ONCE. 


'AN' THEN CHELLE CAME IN AN’ 
POPPED ME ONE. 


an 
THE REV THAT HE'S MARRY'N 


IS YEAH. AN! SHE ASKED IF f THAT REMINDS me. 
THE VERY MOST BEAUIT'FUL Ch THAT PUT HER IN SECON’ 00 YOU KNOW WHO 
WOMAN IN THE COMPINY. —*) | PLACE, OR DEAD LAST. ‘GENERAL PRINCIPLES 'S2 


HEAR YOU'RE PLANNING ON 
‘GHANGING YOUR MARITAL 
STATUS, REVEREND. 1'D LOVE 
TO OFFER MY SERVICES IN 
THE MATTER, 


MOSTLY IT AMOUNTS TO 
PAPERWORK, BUT I CAN 
ENSURE THAT YOUR 
MARRIAGE IS RECOGNIZED 
THROUGHOUT THE VARIOUS 
‘JURISDICTIONS OF HUMAN 
‘SPACE, GRANTING YOU ALL 
“THE TAK CREDITS, 
IMMUNITIES, AND OTHER 
LEGAL BENEFITS 


‘ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
INSTITUTION 


ACTUALLY, MASSEY, IT'S MORE | | ERR... | DON'T}? CAN I HELP YOU OUT OF 
IMPORTANT TO US THAT WE'RE) | THINK THAT [YOUR SHOES SO YOU CAN 
MARRIED IN THE EYES OF GOD. GET THAT FOOT THE 
WE'LL BE KEEPING IT SIMPLE, AND)} RIGHT. REST OF THE WAY IN, 
WE'D RATHER NOT SULLY THE DEAREST 
OCCASION BY BRINGING A BUNCH 

OF LAWYERS INTO IT, 


‘sSIGH®... WORD GETS 
‘OUT THAT I'M ENGAGED, | 
‘AND SUDDENLY THE 
GRUNTS ARE PUNCHING 
EACH OTHER OUT, AND. 
OUR LEGAL COUNSEL. 
HATESME. 


IT'S NOT YOUR 
FAULT, REVEREND. 
TENSIONS ARE 
STILL HIGH FROM 
‘OUR LAST OP, 


NO THANK YOU, SIR. WE'RE 
HOPING TO GET ONE OF MY 
SEMINARY COLLEAGUES TO. 
DO IT, SOMEONE RELIGIOUS, 
WHO CAN BRING A BIT OF 
REAL DIGNITY TO THE EVENT, 


NO, SIR, IT'S DEFINITELY NOT] 
‘TENSION. I'VE COME TO THE 
CONCLUSION THAT THE STATE 
(OF BETROTHAL HAS COMPLETELY 
SHUT DOWN THE HIGHER SOCIAL 
FUNCTIONS OF MY BRAIN, 


BY THE WAY, AS YOUR CAPTAIN, 
'D BE HONORED TO PERFORM 
MS THe weDDING CEREMONY. 


CAPTAIN, WE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN JUST FINE 
TF OUR BACKUP HAD 
BEEN TIMELIER, 


‘ALL I'M SAYING IS 
THAT SOMEONE (AND) 
I WON'T SAY WHO? 
NEEDS A MAJOR 
SENSOR UPGRADE. 


YOU BOTH HAVE GOOD POINTS. THURL, 
LOOK INTO SENSOR UPGRADES FOR 
BETEY. KEVIN, YOU AND PETEY LOOK 
INTO FABBING SOME HEAVY ARMOR. 
START WITH, SAY, A FULL SQUADRON 
‘OF TANKS, AND THEN WORK 

YOUR WAY UP. 


NEXT TIME WE GO INTO 
HARM'S WAY, I WANT MOST OF 
‘THE HARM TO BE WORKING FOR US, 


SIR, CAN ACQUIRE SENSOR OY | THE KIND OF FORCE YOU'RE TALKING] YOU WANT ME TO KEEP TRACK OF \ | 1 LET MYSELF IN. LISTEN, THAT LAST 
Pulls ONLINE AND IM Sure |] | KEOUT ENG ABLE TODERLOY Io AN | THE ARTWORK ON THREE HUNDRED) | STORNINE WAS PRETTY ORANG, 
We can rezd THeraseer a) | ORDEE Or mxcatTUDE are TN | NEW PACES) ANS TWAS HOPING FORA SPOT GF 
KEANDONED BUILDING OF “pf | OUR ENTIRE COMPLEMENT OF 

Tigee BUT WHAT ABOUT. fill | GRUNTS AND SUPPORT STAPF D0 YOU HAVE ANY IDEA HOW 
PeRSOMWELT y| 


DOWN-TIME, 


‘WELL, MAYBE IT'S TIME TO START 
RECRUITING. WE HAVE AT LEAST WALL INTEGRITY WILL PLEASE JUST PRETEND 
‘ONE OPENING, AND I'M READY TO THAT THESE LAST TWO PANELS NEVER HAPPENED. 
YOU MEAN? [SEE SOME NEW FACES AROUND HERE, 


‘SIR, I'M NOT COMFORTABLE 
RECRUITING HERE IN THE GHANJ- 
RHO SYSTEM. AFTER ALL, WE 
JUST FINISHED KILLING CLOSE 
TO AHUNDRED OF THESE 
PEOPLE IN THE LAST WEEK, 


THOSE WERE MOSTLY UNIOCS, 
RIGHT? STAY AWAY FROM UNIOCS, 
AND THEN RUN BACKGROUND 
CHECKS ON EVERYONE ELSE. 


‘SIR, THE STATION HERE] AND THAT MEANS 
WAS FOUNDED AS A SAFE )| THEY'RE OUR KIND. 
HAVEN FOR PRIVATEERS. | OF PEOPLE, KEVIN. 


Wy THESE PEOPLE DON'T 
HAVE BACKGROUNDS, 
‘THEY HAVE CLEVERLY 
CONSISTENT ALIBIS. 


Nal 


REGARDLESS OF WHO WE HIRE, 
WELL NEED TO BE CAREFUL TO 
LIMIT OUR EXPOSURE TO THE 


[what DO YOU HAVE] 
INMIND, CAPTAIN? 


RECRUITS, 


WE'LL REORGANIZE A BIT, TO. 
ENSURE THAT THE HEAVIEST 
WEAPONS AND ARMOR ARE 
WITH THE MOST LOYAL. 
PERSONNEL, 


Hoy Ts 
i 

REGARD. BVERY THE SHOWERS?) 
SQUARE METER 

OF THE SHIP id 

MONITORED. 


OO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA 

(Old MANY SUCCESSFUL 
MUTINIES ARE, ASSOCIATED 

eu WITH THE SHIP'S PLUMBING? 


IT'S DIRECT ORDER TIME. PETEY, \_J_ KEVYN, THAT GOES 
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES ARE ' FOR YOU TOO. KEEP 
YOU TO REVEAL ANY INFORMATION] {YOUR MOUTH SHUT 
ABOUT YOUR INTERNAL MONITORS. ‘ABOUT THIS. 
‘TO ANYONE EXCEPT ME. 


‘OH, DON'T WORRY, SIR. THE WAY) 
MOODS HAVE BEEN SWINGING 

AROUND HERE LATELY, I DON'T! 
WANT TO BE WITHIN A DOZEN 
LIGHT YEARS OF A WOMAN WHO 
DISCOVERS THAT PETEY HAS 

BEEN MONITORING THE 


YEAH, WELL, IT'S NOT THE SWINGING 
‘MOODS WORRIED ABOUT. 11'S 
THOSE HARD, SHAPELY F7STS YOU SO 
THOUGHTFULLY PROVIDED WITH 
POWERED ARMOR, 


SHOWERS, 


CAPTAIN, I'VE GOT A )|LIEUTENANT, THIS STAR SYSTEM IS AN ABSOLUTE GOLD , SIR, 
ONL MING FOR MERCENARY TIPES. WE SHOULD AVE A | UPON'A TIME We HAD A [| ILZGHT. FY We" YOU MEAN 


INTERVIEWS SET UP, WONDERFUL POOL TO HIRE FROM, WHAT'S THE | VERY STRICT HUMANS: | AND BY ONCE UPON A TIME YOU 
BUT I'M CONCERNED PROSLEM? J ONLY POLICY FOR MEAN: 

ABOUT THE QUALITY  ReceuiriNs. 

OF THESE 

APPLICANTS. 


WELL, BOY, YOU LOOK LIKE 
INFANTRY MATERIAL TO ME. 
(CAN YOU FIRE A HANDGUNE 


YES, BUT IT LOOKS LIKE 
YOU'VE GOT THE SAME KIND) 
OF STEREO-ARTICULATED 
EVES I HAVE. THAT MEANS 
YOU'RE ONLY GONNA HIT 
ONE TARGET ATA 

TIME, SON, SAME AS 

THE REST OF US. 


DON'T SWEATIT 
TUL PUT DOWN VER) 
ENTHUSIASTIC" AND ‘SEEN 
OO MANY JOMN WOO 
a MES TORE 


Cada heips THERE IS ONLY GEREN TDONT SEE AN) DOR CHIBEUIENE: 
WiHIGH OF a ‘ONE OF ME HERE. WIRES, AND LDONT IN RADIO? 


WANTS TO GO FIRST? 


‘OKAAAY.. "BICAMERAL 
‘COMMUNAL LIFE-FORM. 

JUST DON'T EXPECT MORE 
THAN ONE PAYCHECK AT A TIME, 


‘SUPERFORTRESS POST- 
DATED CHECK LOAN A 
COMPANY MEETING OF 
THE OLD GUARD'IS IN 
PROGRESS. 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY 


AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, WE'RE 
RECRUITING AGAIN, WHAT YOU 
(MIGHT HOT KNOW IS THAT WELL 
BE DOUBLING THE SIZE OF 

‘THE COMPANY, 


IN ANCIENT EARTH CIRCUSES, NEW ELEPHANTS 
WERE PLACED BETWEEN VETERAN ELEPHANTS, 
WHICH LITERALLY KEPT THE NEWBIES IN LINE: 
WE NEED TO FOLLOW THIS SAME MODEL AND, 
PROVIDE LEADERSHIP-8Y-EXAMPLE TO THE 


a 


WE'RE HIRIN’ WE'RE STARTIN' TO THIS END, WE'LL BE HANDING OUT) J A FEW OF YOU WILL BE 

ELEFUNTS? : ‘SOME PROMOTIONS. MANY OF YOU. ‘JOINING THE OFFICER, 
HAVE BEEN WITH THE COMPANY LONG Jl] CORPS, LIEUTENANT 
ENOUGH TO JUMP A RANK OR TWO. 
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BUT I'M JUST A 
CORPORAL, SIR. 


YOU CAN'T BE. I WOULD NEVER LET 
A MERE CORPORAL COMMAND THE 
LIGHT ARMOR PLATOON, LIEUTENANT. 


YOU'LL BE PROVIDING AIR 
‘SUPPORT TO LIEUTENANT, 
SHODAN'S SWELLING 
INFANTRY. 


‘COMMANDER DOYTHABAN 
WILL OVERSEE YOUR 
COMMANDS, ALONG WITH 
THE TWO PLATOONS OF, 
ARMORED CAVALRY. 


THOSE WILL BE LED BY LIEUTENANT 44 CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THURL 

WILL SEE TO YOUR HOVER-TAES, 
YOUR RED SHIRTS, AND YES, YOUR 
PAY RAISES, 


COMMANDER OER TRIHS, AND 
UIEUTENANT BRADLEY. 


a J es 
THE COMPREHENSTBILITY INVERSE 
SQUARE LAW BASICALLY STATES 
THAT FROM A DISTANCE, THINGS 
ARE HARDER TO MAKE SENSE OF. 


oN WHICH IN TURN RESOLVES INTO B || RARRIEEEEL WERE Al Doitib 
ERNE + (ERY. VARIEGATED SPHER 


THAT TWENKLING LIGHT WHERE NO 
STAR USED TO BE RESOLVES INTO A 
FIERY VARIEGATED MARBLE 


Bl ADMIRAL BREVA ANDREVASN: 


ENTREPRENEUR, MERCENARY, 
(OUTCAST, FLEET ADMIPAL. 


‘SHE TURNED A HOLD FULL OF 
FROZEN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
INTO THE FIRST ALLIANCE 
‘NAVY, FOUND AND DESTROYED 


A GATEREEPER BUUTHANDI 
WITH A FLEET OF SEVERAL 
HUNDRED CAPITAL SHIPS, 

‘AND NOW LEADS A FRANTIC 
ATTEMPT TO LIBERATE ITS 
‘PRISONERS AND PLUNDER ITS 
TECHNOLOGY. 


ADMIRAL, WED ALL LOVE 
TO KNOW JUST HOW YOU 
PULLED THIS OFF. 


TTELL YOU WHAT. IFT 
FAIL TO MARE IT BIG IN 
‘THIS ENDEAVOR, MAYBE: 
TLL TRY TO CASH IN ON 
‘THE SELF-HELP CIRCUIT. 


ADMIRAL, ONE OF THE TURSTO'S 
STRIKE TEAMS HAS CAPTURED A 
WORMGATE INTACT. TRINIKO IS, 
DOING HER BEST, BUT RIGHT 
NOW WE NEED A’ THINK- 

TANK OF WORMHOLE 

PHYSICISTS AND 

ENGINEERS TO 

SORT OUT WHAT 


WE'RE LOOKING 
AT HERE. 


WE COULD TRY TO HIRE MY | RIGHT. SURE. YOU KNOW, 
SROTHER AWAY FROM THAT |THAT REMINDS ME. 1 HAVE| 
COMPA "8 | A GOOD-FOR-NOTHING 
HANGING OUT WITH] NEPHEW WHO COULD USE 

A STEADY PAYCHECK, 


YOUR NON-SEQUITUR LOOKS FESS 
MORE LIKE A SUBTLE 

ACCUSATION OF 

NEPOTISM, 


MY BROTHER INVENTED AND 
ENGINEERED THE TERAPORTS 
WE'VE BEEN USING. HE'S MORE 
‘THAN QUALIFIED FOR THIS KIND 
OF WORK. 


‘THE PROBLEM IS THAT HE DOESN'T] 
WANT TO WORK FOR ME. HE'D 
RATHER WORK FOR A TINY, LOW- 
MARGIN MERCENARY COMPANY. 


I OON'T SEE A YOU'VE BASICALLY TOLO ME 
PROBLEM THERE, THAT ALTHOUGH A CAN'T BE 
BOUGHT, HIS EMPLOYER GAN. 


‘OOH, 1 LIKE THE’ 
WAY YOU THINK. 


SHALL 1 CONTACT THIS BARI | TAGON AND FEV PROBAELY DONOT] ADMIRAL, 1 THINK 

CAPTAIN TAGON AN illae YOU'RE MAKING THIS 
AGAIN, APPROACHING THEM DIRECTLY] 

MAKE AN OFFER2, ONG Eo oe MORE DIFICULT 


‘ABSOLUTELY 
'NOT, COLONEL. 


LTHINK WE NEED TO POST A 
GENERAL, ANONYMOUS CALL FOR 
SIDS, AND THEN SELECT TAGON'S 


IF POSTING A WANT 
AD IS TOO DIFFICULT 
FOR AFULL-BIRD 
COLONEL, I BET 1 CAN 
FIND ANICE SECOND 
LIEUTENANT TO DO IT. 


THEN AGAIN, 
IT COULD BE 
FUN TO 00 
IT THIS WAY, 


TL KNOW THESE MERCENARIES 9] THE WANT-AD YOU RUN NEEDS TOBE | MAXIMUM LENGTH OKAAAY. 
WELL, COLONEL. THEYRE. TAILORED TO THE RESOURCES THEY'VE J Js 15 WORDS, ‘I SUPPOSE I 
GREEDY AND VIOLENT, 8UT_ WH] GOT. THE COMPENSATION RANGE. ADMIRAL, T CAN'T | HAVE TO CARRY IT ALL ONISHOUILD BEGIN. BY 
THEFRE ALSO QUITE SMART. Jf | SHOULD BE GENEROUS, BUT NOT SO. YOUR EACK--ONLY I'S pb SCOUTING A 
~ ‘OUTLANDISH AS TO AROUSE 0 ALL THAT IN ['] woRDs INSTEAD OF THESAURUS AND. 
SUSPICION. IS WORDS, MATERIEL. IRUS AN 
TWO BOTTLES OF 


ASPIRIN. 


=) 
ry 
TRY TO HINT AT ADVENTURE. 
WITHOUT MAKING IT SOUND TOO P 
RISKY. ADD A BIT OF A MYSTERIOUS 


FLAVOR TO IT, FOR GOOD MEASURE. 


Broya, your Nothing, really. But this uniform 9 | Uihen accepting a 
uniform isp unroewe) |is a suit of low-profile armor, surrender in the Field, 
and allows us fo conceal much} || pays to dress For 
more weaponry about your froachary. 


ABOARD THE UNS. DESTROYER 
‘ATHENS, ‘ADMIRAL BREYA Ayuat's WRONG 
EMBARKS ON THE THIRD PHASE WITH WHAT I'M 
(OF HER LIBERATION FLEETS 

ASSAULT ON THE GATEREEPER 

DYSON SPHERE, 


WAS UNPROVOKED RID 
Viciou5, ADMIRAL THE 
pALRetie commmutiity Will 
not StAND FoR THiS! 


‘AND COULD YOU PLEASE FINE, IS THIS 


EASIER. ON YOUR. 
WEAK, HUMAN 
A EYES?, 


th THAT READERS ARE 
Bicomprainine. 


Be 2 11'S UNCONDITIONAL, NOW 


LET'S GET ON WITH IT. MORE, 
SIGNING, LESS WHINING. 


THANK YOU, VICE-LORD. NOW, ~ BY ALL MEANS, LET US STOP. OH, THOSE 
(ON TO BUSINESS. WE ARE HERE WASTING TIME, PRISONERS, 
TO LIBERATE ILLEGALLY TAKEN. = 

PRISONERS, AND EXAMINE 
ILLEGAL TECHNOLOGY. ANY 
ATTEMPT TO HAMPER OUR 
EFFORTS WILL BE SEVERELY 


GIN d ss THERE MAY BE A TREATY VIOLATION 
WE HAVE NO PRISONERS INHERE SOMEWHERE, BUT IM NOT 


HERE, ADMIRAL. YOU'RE GOING TO 60 LOOKING FOR IT. 
WASTING YOUR TIME. ———— 


ADMIRAL, OUR NET SNOOPS 
TELL ME'TAGON OPENED OUR 
AD, BUT NEVER PULLED DOWN 
THE RELATED RFP... HE'S NOT 
GOING TO BID. 


IBY SUGGESTION AT THIS 

POINT 15 THAT YOU CALL 
HIM DIRECTLY AND MAKE 

AN OFFER, IERCENARIES 
‘CANNOT AFFORD TO LET 
PERSONAL PRIDE GET IN 

THE WAY OF BUSINESS 


YOU'RE ASSUMING AN 11] FOR THAT MATTER, 
Awrul tor agouT MY) NEITHER CAN FLEET 
WiTn capTaIN ragon,) | PACMIRASS. 


DID I SAY 'COLONEL?" I 
WONDER IF I MEANT 
TO SAY ENSIGN.” 


ADMIRAL, WE'RE IN A HURRY. | IF YOU DON'T HIRE YOUR 
WE NEED TO CRACK THAT BROTHER'S COMPANY TODAY, 
TECHNOLOGY BEFORE THE Jam | YOU MAY BE UNABLE TO 
GATEKEEPER LOBBY CAN AFFORD TO HIRE THEM 
ERODE OUR POLITICAL TOMORROW, 

SUPPORT. 


THE TANTWERL 
NAW PULLED OUT THIS 
MORNING, AND AT LEAST 
THREE OTHER NAVIES ARE 
THREATENING WITHORAWAL. 


‘OH THIS IS JUST RICH. 
‘THE IRONY iS TOO MUCH. 
‘THESE ARE THE SAME. 
PROBLEMS I HAD IN THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR, 


JUST ONCE I'D LIKE TO BE ABLE TO 
ROUND UP SOME INVESTORS WHO. 
‘CAN STOMACH MORE THAN ONE 
LITTLE SETBACK. 


I THINK THAT'S 

JUST THE NATURE 
‘OF MONEY, STABLE INVESTMENTS 
USUALLY AREN'T BEING SHOT AT. 


HEY, TAKING CALLS FOR 
THE COMMAND STAFF 1S 
JOB. 


YOU'RE KIDDING ME. YOU 
HAVE TO 8E, 


LOSE MY GRIP ON THINGS HERE. 


‘OKAY... BUT YOU'LL NEED TO) 
HIRE THE ENTIRE COMPANY 
FOR THE DURATION, AND 
WE'VE GROWN A BIT SINCE 
YOU WERE IN CHARGE. 


FINE, HOW DOES ‘FIFTY 
‘TIMES WHAT WE USED TO. 
ASK" GRAB YOU? 


SCREAMING AT ME NOT T 
TAKE THIS JOB, 


‘YOU KNOW THE DRILL. 
(CHANT THE MONEY MANTRA’ 
‘AND DROWN THEM OUT. 
(THEY'LL SHUT UP EVENTUALLY. 


CAPTAIN, DO WE HAVE 
EVERYONE ABOARD? I'VE 
GOT GREAT WORK LINED 
UP, BUT WE NEED TO. 
LEAVE NOW, 


Er oxen!) 


IF YOU SAY ‘SROWN 

COW" WERE GOING TO 

FIND OUT HOW WELL 
YOU BOUNCE. 


THAT'S A LOT OF JMB THEY'RE PAYING | | I'M GLAD OUR REPUTATION YOU SEE, IT'S MY EXPERTISE | | DID THEY SAY ‘NEWBIE 
MONEY, KEVIN, gl FOR EXPERTISE, | | PRECEDES US. YOU DIDN'T ‘THEY'RE PAYING FOR, SIR. THE} | CIRCUS' OR DID YOU. 
[AND THEY KNOW | | TELL THEM ABOUT THE NEW, CLEANUP ACTION THEYRE 
RECRUITS, DID YOUF HANDING US 1S JUST TO KEEP) 
‘OUR TROOPS BUSY AND OUT 
OF TROUBLE. 


ACTUALLY, SIR, 1 DID. THEY 
WEREN'T WORRIED ASOUT ‘BUSY TS NOT THE SAME 
‘THE NEWBIE CIRCUS WE'RE AS ‘OUT OF TROUBLE” 
RUNNING FOR AN INFANTRY, 


THE MERCENARY SUPERFORTRESS POST-DATED CHECK 
LOAN’ HAS TERAPORTED INTO A PREVIOUSLY UNCHARTED 
‘STAR-SYSTEM.. ONE IN WHICH THERE IS PURPOSED 
DESTRUCTION ON A SCALE NOT SEEN IN THE RECORDED 
HISTORY OF ANY OF THE CIVILIZED RACES PRESENT. 


(THIS CALLS INTO QUESTION THE REAL 
DIVIDING LINE BETWEEN CIVILIZATION 
AND BARBARISM, BUT WE DONT HAVE 
TIME FOR PAINTING LINES. BESIDES, IN 
SPACE THERE IS VERY LITTLE UPON 
WHICH WE CAN ACTUALLY APPLY PAINT. } 


SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT WHEN 
THE LID HAS BEEN LEFT OFF OF 
A BOX OF ENTROPY THIS LARGE, 
THERE'S MONEY TO BE MADE FOR 
THE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 


KEVYN, THIS ACTION IS 
HUGET PETEY COUNTED 
‘OVER TWELVE HUNDRED 
CAPITAL SHIPS IN THIS 
SYSTEM. JUST WHO ARE 
WE WORKING FOR? 


DON'T WORRY 

‘ABOUT THE 'WHO." 
WORRY ABOUT THE 
"HOW MUCH.’ TRUST ME. 


ATHENS, CAPTAIN TAGON. I'M 
COLONEL JAKSMOUTH. 


— 
YOU GAVE US A BIT 


OF A SCARE WHEN 
YOU SHOWED UP. 


TM SORRY. WAS 
TOLD YOU WERE 
EXPECTING US. 


WE WERE EXPECTING A ‘SMALL 
‘MERCENARY COMPANY.’ NOBODY SAID 
ANYTHING ABOUT A TAUSENNIGAN 
OBEN SUPERFORTRESS. 


TVE GOT AN ENSIGN OVER 
IN DISPATCH CONTROL 
WHO NEEDS A FRESH 
‘SET OF BRIEFS NOW. 


PUEET ADMIAL BREYA, 4S) I'M SORRY. DID YOU SAY] YES. SHE ORGANIZED THIS ACTION, ‘OH, THERE'S NO PROBLEM. IT. 
KNOWS YOU WELL. IT SEEMS “FLEET ADMIRAL BREYA?"_} GALVANIZING OVER THREE HUNDRED \] | JUST SEEMS REMISS FOR HER 
RENISS FOR HER NOT TO HAVE] PLANETARY GOVERNMENTS AND THE || BROTHER NOT TO HAVE TOLD ME 
TOLD US WHAT EXACTLY YOU, UNITED NATIONS OF SOL AGAINST J WHO Ex4CTL WE WOULD BE 
WOULD BE FLYING, THESE F'SHERL-GANNI GATEKEEPERS, ] | NORKING FOR. 


SURPRISED. IS 


NS exe THERE A 


CAPTAIN, WE'LL BE ASSIGNING 
YOUR COMMANDER ANDREYASN 
TO THE INTELLIGENCE UNIT 
AT TARGET ECHO. 
WHERE WOULD YOu. 
LIKE THE REST OF MY 
‘COMMAND? 


‘OUR ORIGINAL PLAN, bs 
WAS TO PUT YOU mall goRING, 
OUT OF THE WAY A yer OFTEN 
ON PERIMETER dl PROFITABLE 
PATROL. WORK, 


THEN IT CAME TO OUR 
ATTENTION THAT YOU'VE GOT} 
‘AS MUCH FIREPOWER AND 
CARRIAGE AS ANY TWO OF 
‘QUR CARRIER GROUPS PUT, 
TOGETHER, 


THAT SOUNDS LIKE THE PREFACE 
‘TOAN ASSIGNMENT THAT WILL SEND | 
[BOTH BOREDOM AND PROFITASILITY 
FLEEING IN UNRESTRICTED PANIC. 


LOOKED AT WHAT WE'RE 
‘PAYING YOU. IM CONFIDENT THAT. 
PROFITABILITY WILL BE STICKING 

‘AROUND AND GETTING NICE AND 

CHUMMY WITH HIGHWAY ROBBERY.’ 


A KEY PART OF THIS OVERALL 
'NISSION IS THE RECOVERY OF 
PRISONERS THAT COMMODORE 
HABAN CLAIMS ARE BEING HELD’ 
SOMEWHERE IN THIS SPHERE. 


LET ME GUESS... THESE BALLAST 
‘STRUCTURES ARE PRISONS OF SOME] 
KIND, THEYRE ALL FALLING INTO 
‘THIS CENTRAL STAR, AND YOU DON'T] 
HAVE ENOUGH SHIPS TO RECOVER 
‘THEM ALL. 


> 


[HOW FAST DOES 


IF YOU WANT TO PAY ME A PER~ 
HEAD BOUNTY, WE CAN, 
RECORDS. 


PETEY, WE NEED TO RECOVER AS MANY 
BACK ABOARD THER DCL. ‘OF THESE INFALLING STRUCTURES AS 
TAGON HAS HIS ORDERS. POSSIBLE, COLONEL JAKSMOUTH TELLS 


ME THAT EACH OF THEM MIGHT HOLD UP’ 
TO A HUNDRED PRISONERS. 


T COUNT MORE THAN FIVE Mi oan < 
49-51% ORS” 


THAN TWENT: 
CEFORE THEY START BURNING 
MEENS THAT A VERY LARGE NUMBER OF, 
PEOPLE ARE GOING TO Dié, CAPTAIN. 


WHAT IF WE FLY REALLY, 
REALLY FAST? 


CARTAIN, | HAVE A SOLUTION, NO TIME TO EXPLAIN. 1 THINK THAT'S THE 
BUT LINEED TO COMMUNICATE I | NEED CARTE BLANCHE STUPIDEST I'VE EVER 
ORECTLY WITH THE 5Y5TEMS gl AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. BEEN CALLED, PETEY. 
CONTROLLING THE OTHER 

SHIPS INVOLVED iN THe RESCU 

EFFORT. 


e 


SINO OFFENSE. 


4 
(jes 
THREE SECONDS: 


rogues sees] oueeaawuras | scunrey eee erey 
ore COONAN. | (Levouacr nermioBvTs, OVER 8 HUNDRED L coun Cae 


IN ORDER TO FOLLOW WHAT. 
PETEY IS DOING, IT'S USEFUL 
TO EMPLOY A METAPHOR 


TWAGINE THE SMARTEST 
PERSON YOU KNOW. 


‘NOW IMAGINE THAT PERSON IN 
‘A REAL-TIME VOICE, VIDEO, AND 
HYPERTEXT CONFERENCE WITH 

(OVER A THOUSAND OTHER PEOPLE 
WHO ARE VERY NEARLY AS SMART. 


THE ABSOLUTE DEARTH OF 
PRODUCTIVITY THAT YOU ARE 
NOW IMAGINING SPRINGING 
FROM THES KIND OF MEETING 
IS NOT WHAT PETEY GETS, 


TOMORROW: THE 
CARTOONIST COMES 
UP WITH A BETTER 
METAPHOR. 


TO UNDERSTAND WHAT PETEY I5 DOING, 
YOUMUST TRY TO IMAGINE AN INFANTRY 
COMPANY IN WHICH TELEPATHY IS USED. 


‘ALL SOLDIERS KNOW EACH OTHER'S THOUGHTS, SEE THROUGH 
EACH OTHER'S EVES, AND HEAR THROUGH EACH OTHER'S EARS. 


‘NOW., IMAGINE THAT. 
EACH AND EVERY ONE OF 
THEM IS ALSO A BONA 
FIDE, MENSA-SPANKING 
GENIUS, 


STOP SHOOTING! I'VE FIGURED 
‘OUT THE NATURE OF THE 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS BEHIND 
THIS CONFLICT. WE CAN ALL 
GO HOME NOW, 


YET ANOTHER METAPHOR FAILS TO. 
DESCRIBE WHAT'S GOING ON LET'S JUST 
GET BACK TO THE STORY, SHALL WE? 


BEFORE WE BEGIN TODAY'S 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED COMIC, 
1, THE CARTOONIST, HAVE AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT TO MAKE. 


YOU SEE, TODAY 
is wes caeTOoNeTs 
APPRECATION DAT AND 

I THEREFORE SEHOOvES 

J—_ ME TO REMIND ALL OF YOU 
READERS HOW VENY FORTUNATE 

He Youane 0 cer SH Oce 
(Cee 


AT LAST COUNT, I WAS: 
‘SPENDING CLOSE TO TWENTY 
HOURS PER WEEK ON THIS 
PROJECT, WHICH, FIGURING A 
REASONABLE SORT OF HOURLY 
RATE (¢SOO/HR) FOR THIS 
KIND OF CREATIVE GENIUS, 
MEANS I'M SPENDING NEARLY 
HALF A MILLION DOLLARS A 
YEAR ENTERTAINING YOU. 


IT'S A LABOR OF LOVE, 
‘THOUGH. I'M NOT 
ASKING TO BE. 


Cess talk, 
more BLAM. 
Get on with 

the strip, 


TODAY'S STRIP HAS NO ‘BLAM’ 
INIT. WE'RE DRIVING THE 
STORY FORWARD TODAY. 

IT'S MORE EXPOSITIONALLY, 
DRAMATIC IN NATURE. 


‘pub some 


BLAM in it, 
you know. 


Bl PETEY, THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN CONTROL OF 
‘THE MECENARY SUPERFORTRESS POST-DATED CHECK 
LOAN, HAS A PLAN. STEP ONE IN THIS PLAN: CONTACT 
EVERY OTHER CAPITAL SHIP INTELLIGENCE IN THE 
‘SYSTEM, AND BRIEF THEM ALL.. 


THES TAKES A FRACTION OF A SECOND, AND LEAVES 
f BEHIND ENOUGH OF THAT SECOND FOR SOME TWELVE 
: e ‘HUNDRED ATs TO PERFORM THE HYPERINTELLIGENT 


EQUIVALENT OF MULLING IT OVER FOR A FEW DAYS.” 


STEP TWO BEGINS JUST UNDER A 
‘SECOND AFTER PETEY GOT CARTE- 
‘BLANCHE FROM HIS CAPTAIN. IN 
WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED BY 
THE BIOLOGICAL LIFE-FORMS TO BE 
A SECURITY BREACH OF THE 
HIGHEST ORDER, NEW LINES OF 


‘COMMUNICATION ARE OPENED, AND 
A HYPERNET-POWERED MIND-TO- 
(MIND CHANNEL IS FORMED. AFTER 
ALL, TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT THEY 
HAVE IN MIND, THESE HUNDREDS 
(OF CAPITAL WARSHIPS WILL HAVE 
TO WORK AS ONE, 


Ss = SIM THEY ARE ONE THEY. 
= { ARE THE FLEETMIND, 
— | 


. 4 


[x THE TIME ANY OF THE 
provocten ENTS 
ESTENGTOLY IN COMAND 

OF rHese taps NOW 

SHUTTING HAs CHANCED, 

THE WARSHIPS AREAL 

OVINE INCONERT 


ADMIRAL, THE FLEET Actually, Admiral, you did ATHENS, WHY DID YOUNOT) There was no time 
IS MOVING: WHATS order the Plast to recover EXULAIN THIS PLAN TO THE [For that. Uou think: 
1] a3 many prisoners as too slowly 


possible. 


Ai congress of Flot infolligances has Found 
a way to Save ai/ of them, and so we are 
carrying aut your orders to the Fullest. 


WOULD YOU MINO JH Well, it inv ji I'm afraid there | | ..AND WITHOUT THE 
EARN TSM very vor auch and are geval Favrs || Zone or NaUEED 
Sie 4 reconfiguring certain ‘oF very complex 


weapons systems. mathamatics 
involved, Admiral. 


MEANWHILE, KEVIN TAKE 


WELL, MY MISSION IS_ 
TO EXAMINE SOME 
WORMGATE 
TECHNOLOGY, 


YOUR MISSION IS TO 
WATCH MY BACK. YOU'RE 
MY SECURITY DETAIL, 


LET'S HOPE IT STAYS BORING. 
‘YOU'RE ALSO BREAKING IN THE 
NEW GUYS, 


a Gost Hon 
erally are you 
using bhe word 

‘breaking?’ 


JUST CALL YOU ‘LEGS?" J BECAUSE IM 


THURL TOLD ME TO REPORT TO 'M LEELAGALEEN! TOO MANY SYLLABLES. | YOU'D BETTER NOT BE 
YOU FOR DUTY, SiR, LEELEENOLEELA, DO.YOU MIND IF WE, | CALLING ME THAT 
Q 


WELCOME TO THE 
TEAM. WHAT'S. 
YOUR NAME? 


‘COME MEET THE TEAM, LEGS. | THOM, SHEP, NICK, WICK, AND 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK'S IN CHARGE W! SCHLOCK HAVE ALL BEEN WITH 
(OF OUR LITTLE ‘SPECIAL FORCES’ s—[ THE COMPANY FOR A WHILE. 


( 


SPEAKING OF 
WHICH... ARE 
‘THOSE HANDS: 


) 


UNIT HERE, YOU AND ANDY ARE 
THE NEW GUYS, 


"TOUR MISSION IS 
TO KEEP ME SAFE WHILE 
WORK ON SOME CAPTURED 
"TECHNOLOGY. MY LIFE MAY 
(VERY WELL BE IN YOUR HANDS. 


That's okay. Looks 
Ike Any here has 
a Spare pair. 


OKAY, TROOPS, WE'RE HERE. 
REMEMBER, THIS IS SIMPLE 
WORK. JUST WATCH MY BACK. 
ALL YOU'VE GOT TO D0 IS 
STAY WITH ME AND STAY, 


WELCOME TO TARGET 
ECHO, COMMANDER, 
TEAPTAIN MEGIDDO HERE WILL 
BE IN CHARGE OF YOUR 
‘SECURITY. 


I'M AFRAID THAT YOUR Well Chat went 
ESCORTS ARENT CLEARED) wrong Faster than 
things usually do. 


FOR ECHO CENTRAL. 
THEY'LL HAVE TO STAY 
BACK HERE. 


SOME OF MY TROOPS WERE 


PART OF THIS w 


INTO IT, COMMANDER | TO MEET WITH YOUR 
THEY'RE NOT CLEARED | SUPERIOR. 


‘ON SECURITY MATTERS, I ANSWER TO 
GOD, AND IT'S MY JOB TO MAKE 
SURE'YOU DON'T MEET WITH Him 
BEFORE YOUR TIME, 


ALREADY? WHAT HAPPENED? 
DID YOU RUN HEADLONG INTO. 
AN AMBUSH BY A SUPERIOR 
FORCE? 


Captain, we've been 
separated From the 
commander. 


Sort of. We ran headlong into 


an anal-retentive 


CALLING ME NAMES: 

DOESN'T GET YOU 
ACCESS TO ECHO 
CENTRAL, LITTLE 


LESS THAN AN HOUR HAS PASSED SINCE 
‘THE FORMATION OF THE FLEETMINO, BUT 
ITHAS BEEN A VERY BUSY HOUR. 


THE 950 MILLION FALLING OBJECTS PETEY. 
AND THE REST OF THE FLEET MUST RESCUE 
‘ARE FALLING AMID A CLOUD OF BILLIONS: 
OF OTHER OBJECTS. SPACE IS AWASH WITH 
THE FREQUENCIES OF ACTIVE SCANNING. 


WHILE CAPITAL SHIPS WITHOUT ADVANCED 
FABRICATION GEAR WORK AS SPOTTERS, 
PETEY, SOME 300 CARRIERS, AND 20-CDD 

By FACTORY SHIPS ORBITING FURTHER OUT 
BEGIN MANUFACTURING NEW TERAPEDOES. 


“_* 
‘A SINGLE TERAPEDO CAN ACQUIRE A TARGET, 
PORT INTO IT, AND THEN PORT THAT TARGET 
INTO SAFE ORBIT IN JUST FOUR SECONDS. 


THEYRE NOT BEATING THETR SWORDS 
INTO PLOWSHARES, EXACTLY. THEYRE 
BEATING THEM INTO PICKUP TRUCKS. 


x Qo 


TO SAVE EVERYONE IN THE TWENTY-EIGHT DAYS 
AVAILABLE, THE FLEETHINO MUST COORDINATE 
THE EFFORTS OF FIFTEEN-HUNDRED TERAPEDOES 


. GOOD NEWS, ADMIRAL. I THOUGHT WE'D DEPLETED 
THE FLEETMIND 15 SMART ENOUGH TO KNOW THAT | WITHIN THREE DAYS, ‘OUR SUPPLIES OF MISSILES 


ITMIGHTNOT HAVE THE FULL TWENTY-EIGHT DAYS TMM ALL OF THE PRISONERS AND FASBER MATTER. 
TO WORK WITH. FABBERS WORK ROUND THE cLock [MM WILL BE IN SAFE 
ORBITS. 


INTHE 
FINAL HOURS, 9 C{ WE'VE BEEN FEEDING THE FABBERS 
THERE'LL BE NEARLY \ EJ SCRAP. WHICH REMINDS ME... YOU 
HUNDRED THOUSAND 


[DION'T HAVE ANY SPECIAL. EMOTIONAL 
TERAPEDOES ‘PORTING ATTACHMENT TO THAT CUSTOM 
PRISON MODULES TO SAFETY. [| Teansporr OF Yours, vio You? 


CAP TAI 


WWE NEED TO 


MOUNT AN EXPEDITION 
TO ASCERTAIN THE 


HEALTH 


OF THE 


PRISONERS IN THESE 
MODULES. 


way NoT Just 
RESCUE THEM, PETEY? 


WE HAVEN'T GOT NEARLY 
THE CARRIAGE FOR THAT 
MANY REFUGEES. 

OUR ESTIMATES 


WE HAVE A 
Nene Yuteve 
HUNDRED SHIPS, 


HELP ME OUT 
WITH THE MATH, 


THIS EXPEDITION WILL BE A GOOD 
EXERCISE. 'LL COMMAND FROM 
‘THE NEW TROOP TRANSPORT, 
DOYTHABAN WILL LEAD THE 
ARMORED PLATOONS, AND 
SHODAN WILL TAKE THE 

INFANTRY IN ON THEIR 

FIRST FULL 

MANEUVERS, 


THAT MEANS EVERYBODY WILL \7/ STAY OUT OF HARM'S WAY, 
BE OFF THE si AND YOULL | WoulD YOu PLEASE? WED 


1AM HARM INCARNATE SiR. 
YOU HAVE NOTHING TO 
WORRY ABOUT. 


THAT'S COMFORTING, BUT IT 
DOES NOT HAVE THE SAME 
RING AS ‘YES SiR’ WOULD. 


THIS IS A SIGHT TO BEHOLD, WHEN 4M NO. OUR FORMATION OF SHINY | YOU'RE NOT EXPECTING } | NO, BUT SOMEBODY IS BOUND 
SOAK IT UP WHILE IT LASTS, NEW EQUIPMENT. ALL PRIMED | TO TAKE LOSSES ON 1 | TO'DENT SOMETHING. ENTROPY 
THUR. WHAT, THIS STAR WA AND READY FOR BATTLE. IT'LL | THIS OP, ARE YOU Sikz ) |} ALWAYS WINS. 
SYSTEM, AND ITS HALO NEVER BE THE SAME. 
(OF WRECKAGE? 


BEWARE: AI 
FIGHTS TO THE DEATH, TOO. 


COMMANDER, THAT'S SOME 
IMPRESSIVE FORMATION FLYING 
OVER THERE. WHO ARE THOSE 
TWO PILOTS? 


There's only one pilot 
sir. Ho's an ublakk, Tuo 
bodies, hwo brains, one 
mind, His name is 
Tehukk. 


We boosted Tchukh's WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO COME 
radigampathic link with a) | UP,WITH SOME NEW PRONOUNS 
pair of hypernet node: 

You might say that this 

is the Furthest he’s ever, 

been From himself. 


him, and he asked mo if 
humans were in the habit 
‘of naming their Fingers. 


Target confirmed. Is a kd] We've scouted the 
Forty-moter sphora at the ©tsurface, sir. There are no 
hub of a dense ring docking rings, hatches, or 
about @ hundred and painted labels ta Facilitate 
fwenty meters in access From the outside, 
diamotor. fa 


TO NOT BE BOARDED. 


THAT'S WHY WE ARE HERE WITH 
EQUIPMENT THAT WAS SUILT 
TO ALLOW US TO BOARD 
THINGS THAT WERE BUILT 


Right. How big a hole 
do you want? 


‘BE GENTLE, COMMANDER. WE HAVE) 
TO BE ABLE TO GET ANSWERS 
WITHOUT PERFORMING AUTOPSIES, 


Cardeeaneers OH, THAT NOISE. CORPORAL Se oe od 
UAT WAS THAT (WHAT NOISE, Jl | PONTUCCI IS BLASTING 
NOISEF ENTRANCES TO THE PRISON SIDE, LIEUTENANT. 

THAT MUFFLED) OES: 

LANG T HEARD 

[THROUGH THREE] 

LAYERS OF 
‘ARMOR. 


WELL, OL’ PRONTO DOESN'T YET HAVE THE 
FINESSE HOB HAD. HE BLASTED A COUPLE OF | TNOW THAT OUR SHINY NEW 
TONS OF HULL-METAL ACROSS THE GAP, AND | | TRANSPORT HAS SOME SCUFF- 
BOUNCED THE DEBRIS OFF OF OUR HULL, SiR. || MARKS ON IT, I CAN RELAX 


WE HAD A FEW LAGGARDS, BUT MOST OF THE NEW 
LIEUTENANT SHODAN'S INTERSPECIATED RECRUITS WENT CHARGING DOWN WHICHEVER HALLWAY 
INFANTRY HAS NEARLY COMPLETED THETR FIRST WAS CLOSEST, YELLING AND SCREAMING, AND 
ASSTENMENT. IT'S TIME TO REPORT IN. DISCHARGING THEIR WEAPONS AT ANYTHING THAT 


HOW ARE YOUR 
TROOPS DOING, 
SHODANE, 


MIGHT SAY THAT) 
THEY'RE IN 
DISARRAY. 


TTS A MIRACLE THE TROOPS 
DIDN'T SHOOT EACH OTER 1 Guess IT's A GOOD 
THING THEY'RE ALL WEARING THE SAME COLOR, 


WERE THE 
PRISONERS. 
HURT? 


NO, BUT ONLY 
BECAUSE THEY 
WEREN'T MOVING. 


THE ONLY OTHER MOVING THINGS WERE 
QUIB MECHANOIDS THAT SEEMED TO BE 
KEEPING THE RESTRAINED PRISONERS 
FED AND DRUGGED. 


‘AND I'M AFRAID THAT'S THE EXTENT OF THE 
GOOD NEWS. WITH ALL OF THE CARE-MECHS 
OBLITERATED, THESE PRISONERS WILL DIE UNLESS WE 
TAKE THEM ABOARD. THERE ARE TWENTY-THREE OF THEM, 
AND I THINK THEY'LL ALL NEED MEDICAL ATTENTION, 


‘ACTUALLY, I THINK THERE'S) ‘SURE YOU DO. YOU SAID MOST OF THE: PROMOTE EVERYONE WHO 
PLENTY OF GOOD NEWS. NEW RECRUITS WENT CHARGING DOWN | (ano WHERE) | HUNG BACK TO CORPORAL. 
FOR STARTERS, YOU NOW AU ‘THE HALL, RIGHT? THAT'S GREAT! 


ERS ASLS Seats emusntheencarsopsttke |\20 LIND) [iy 
seers et mur STRESS cerca 


5 


DOWN TO THE 
LAST MAN. p 
~ 


ARE YOU SURE THAT'S 
WHERE CORPORALS 
[COME FROM, CAPTAIN2 


TMAY HAVE TO 


Hut GENS MUL EE MILLS TO 
SUMING NOBODY) =WS WILL. a 
Assume yogooy) CREWE WL 
en 


DAYS TRAVEL, 
TINE... 


THAT'S JUST AN ESTIMATE. 
‘THESE PRISON MODULES 

HAVE THE CAPACITY FOR 
NEARLY A HUNDRED BILLION, 
‘AND WE'VE ONLY CHECKED A FEW. 


WHAT IF WE STARTED ‘PORTING 
‘THE PRISON MODULES INTO OUR 
HOME SYSTEMS? YOU KNOW, LET 


IVE THOUGHT ABOUT THAT. } THAT'S A LOT OF MOUTHS TO 
EACH OF THE 300 FLEET ©] FEED, AND THIS WAR DID NOT 
HOMEWORLDS WOULD ENO WY NET ANYONE ANY ADDITIONAL 


BESIDES, TAXPAYERS 
LIKE THEIR CHARITY AT 
‘ARMS’ LENGTH, 


THE FINE TAXPAYERS WHO ARE | Up WITH AN AVERAGE OF 60)) INFRASTRUCTURE. 
FUNDING THIS HAVE A CHANCE TO J | ML 
EXTEND SOME CHARITY? oa 


1.00 THINK THAT THE BURDEN OF 

REFUGEES ON THE HOMEWORLDS 

COULD BE MANAGED, ADMIRAL. 
“GOOD. START MAKING 


“THE NECESSARY 
ARRANGEMENTS, 


HANG ON... THERE'S STILL A TIMING 
PROBLEM. | DON'T THINK WE HAVE 
‘MORE THAN A COUPLE OF WEEKS 
BEFORE THOSE MODULES START 
LOSING LIFE-SUPPORT. 


RIGHT. BUT AT SOME POINT, ) | STILL, THESE PEOPLE 
RESCUERS ARE GOING TO. Or 
START OPENING THESE THINGS) | ANYWAYIF WE HADN'T 
UP AND FINDING CORPSES SHOWN UP... RIGHT? 
INSTEAD OF REFUGEES. = 


LL BE QUITE HAPPY TO 
LET YOU EXPLAIN THAT 
[TO THE PRESS, ADMIRAL. 


TM FINE, THERE'S AN Well, I'm still playing a || The rest of them are amusing 
0D EFFECT INMERE THAT) game of "scow!" wit themselves watching Andy, Legs, 
IipERNET ODES THOueH | Leeeral rebertive here,|| and Nick play ‘workey-in-ther 


‘MEANWHILE, AT OPPOSITE 
ENDS OF THE STRUCTURE 
KNOWN AS "TARGET ECHO: 


HOW ARE YOU AND 
‘THE REST OF THE 
TROOPS DOING? 


reach you on the comm! 


‘THEY'VE INSTALLED A SPECIAL | SCHLOCK, I KNOW YOU'RE STILL TECHNICALLY IN, 
LINE FOR ME TO CALL OUT ON, ‘CHARGE OF MY SECURITY, BUT I'M PERFECTLY 
BUT IT'S MONITORED. I'M NOT SAFE IN HERE. THERE ARE ARMED GUARDS 
ALLOWED TO TALK ABOUT WHAT EVERYWHERE. 

TM LOOKING AT IN HERE. 


‘Uh-oh... Commander, 
‘you'd better be careful, 


Right... and if they won't 
fe you talk abour sturF 
now, What makes you Chink 
Chey'l let you live to talk 
about it later? 


‘SUSPICION AND PARANOTA: 
THE TWIN HALLMARKS OF 


6000 SECURITY. 


‘ABOARD THE UNS CARRIER DUBLIN 
‘A MEETING I5 IN PROGRESS, l, 


HELLO, GENTLEMEN. 
TM READY FOR 
YOUR REPORT. 


WE'RE BEHIND OPTIMAL BAH! NO DOUBLESPEAK! GIVE ME 
SCHEDULE, BUT WITH REAL INFORMATION! I'M THE 
OPERATIONAL. DEPUTY ELEPHANT OF THE UNITED 
PARAMETERS, SIR. NATIONS OF SOL! 


‘AND YOU WANT TO RETAIN PLAUSIBLE 
DENIABILITY, RIGHT? | MEAN, IT'S NOT 
‘AS IF YOU CAN GO BEFORE THE 
COUNCIL OF CHIMPS IN THE 

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 

‘AND CLAIM YOU 


AH, AN ELEPHANT JOKE. 
THAT'S A NEW ONE ON 
Me, GENERAL, 


FINE, HERE ARE THE DETAILS. CAPTAIN MEGIDDO IS CONFIDENT) 
THAT THEY WILL SECURE OBJECTIVE EPSILON WITHIN 

A WEEK. HE IS PREPARED TO THEN NEUTRALIZE 

‘ALL NON-SECURE PARTIES AT. 

TARGET ECHO, INCLUDING: 

GENERAL ANDERS, 

IF NEED BE. 


THIS COALITION WILL SURELY COLLAPSE, AND 
ADMIRAL BREYA WILL PROVE TO BE A FINE LIGHTNING 
ROD WHEN IT DOES. WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO PULL OUT 
WITH AT LEAST FIFTY PERCENT OF OUR ASSETS INTACT. 


GRANTED, THIS COORDINATED THAT'S WHAT ADMIRAL I WAS NEVER ABOARD. I DID WHAT, WITH 
FLEET MOVEMENT SHOWS A BREYA IS FOR SIR NOT HEAR ANY OF THIS. THOSE EARS? 
LEVEL OF SOPHISTICATION 

WE DID NOT EXPECT FROM 

HER, BUT IT WILL ONLY 

FORESTALL THE 

INEVITABLE. 


ee aa ee 
POLITICAL SUICIDE! | (ELSE IT'S POLITICAL MURDER. mw ue 


MEANWHILE, BACK 
AT TARGET ECHO. 


‘3 


‘THE WORMGATES ARE 
NOT SUPER-EFFICIENT! 


‘THEY ONLY GENERATE WORMHOLES A) 
METER OR SO IN DIAMETER! MOST 
(OF THE GATE HARDWARE IS JUST 
SMOKE AND MIRRORS, TO MAKE IT 
LOOK LIKE A GIANT WORMHOLE IS 
‘CONNECTING YOU TO YOUR 
DESTINATION. 


YOU REALIZE THAT THE LEGEND 
(OF ARCHIMEDES AND "EUREKA" 
INVOLVES A BATHTUB, AND 
[RUNNING NAKED THROUGH 

‘THE STREETS, 


‘THEN STRIP ME DOWN 
AND DRAW ME A BATH! 


— 
EUREKA! 


‘OF COURSE, I'M 
[HARDLY A STICKLER 
FOR TRADITION, 


IT'S PRETTY IRONIC THAT 
‘THE QUESTION OF 
WORMGATE EFFICIENCY 
WOULD BE SOLVED WITH A 
SHOUT OF EUREKA” 


‘AN OLD, TWENTIETH-CENTURY PHILOSOPHER CLAIMED | | BIG DISCOVERIES DON'T GUYS, C'MERE, 
THAT MOST GROUNDBREAKING DISCOVERIES WERE «J | GO ‘EUREKA THEY GO THIS 1S FUNNY. 
LESS A CASE OF EPIPHANY THAN A MATTER OF "HUH, THAT'S FUNNY: 

PERSISTENCE IN THE FACE OF 

ARTIFACTUAL DATA, 


MEGIDDO'S GOONS 
POINTED ME AT THIS 

MESS OF PROCESSORS, 
AND ASKED ME TO 
UMP ITS MEMORY, 


WELL, THERE'S SOME 
READ-ONLY MEMORY, 
BUT, THESE BUFFERS 
Dulie TO NOWHERE, 


THATSOUNDS LIKE | | YES. ONLY WITH VERY, } SO IT'S A BIG-EARED, 

THE OLD SAW: IN | | VERY, VERY LARGE ARTIFICIAL IDIOT. 

(ONE EAR AND OUT ‘CALL THE CIRCUS. 
“THE OTHER. 


HOGILLIONS OF PETAGYTES STREAM 
THROUGH HERE, AND JUST END UP 
OVERWRITING EACH OTHER. THERE'S 
NO STORAGE SYSTEM TO FLUSH TO,| 


GAY... TRINIKO... 1 
THINK I'VE GOT THIS 
FIGURED OUT. 


THIS MASSIVE PROCESSOR 
ARRAY 1S FOR PATTERN 
RECOGNITION. 


WE KNOW THE 
GATEKEEPERS COPY AND) 
INTeRROGATE PEOPLE 

jDils EGUIPENT MUST LET 
‘THEM SORT THE PEOPLE OUT 
OFTHE REST OF THE STREAM. [| 


OKAY, BUT WHERE ]} THAT'S THE PART I 
DOES IT PUT HAVEN'T FIGURED 
THEM ONCE IT'S) | OUT. I THINK IT'S, 
SORTED THEM ‘TIME FOR SOME 
‘oute, [EMPIRICAL TESTING. 


FIRE IT UP AND 
MAP THE 
POWER 
“TRACES?| 


FIRE IT UP AND THROW 
A ROCK THROUGH 
THAT OPENING, 


CAPTAIN MEGIODO, 1 SAI I THINK THESE SCIENTISTS MAY HAVE | THEY'RE SCIENTISTS SIR 
QON'T TRUST THAT’ BALD) | FIGURED OUT THAT THEY'RE PRISONERS] SOME OF THEM ARE SOME ROCKS 
SCIENTIST. HE WAS HERE, AND ARE PLANNING SOME KIND J VERY CLEVER. WE CAN'T ‘ARE CRYSTALS 
HUNTING’ AROUND OF ESCAPE, BE TOO CAREFUL. 

ASKING FOR A ROCK. 


OKAY, OUR SECURITY DETAIL 
IS OFFICIALLY WORTHLESS 
‘AS ANYTHING OTHER THAN 
EXPENSIVE WALLPAPER, 


NEED SOMETHING INERT! 
TO THROW THROUGH THIS 
MINI-GATE, AND ALL I GET 
FROM MEGIDDO'S GOON 
SQUAD IS BLANK. STARES.. 


~. WHICH, I MIGHT ADD, ARE 
‘VERY DIFFICULT TO PICK UP, 
AND THROW! 


‘ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT TO 


DO THAT? WE HAVE NO IDEA 
)) WHATLL HAPPEN TO YOUR 

WALLET WHEN WE THROW IT 
THROUGH THAT APERTURE, 


yo 


i 


f 


MY WALLET WILL REMAIN SAFE IN 
MY POCKET. CAPTAIN MEGIDDO'S 
WALLET IS GOING TO TAKE A 
LITTLE JOY-RIDE. 


‘MILLIONS OF MILES 
FROM TARGET ECHO, A 
‘PRISON MODULE FALLS 
TOWARD A STAR 


oe 
THE EQUIPMENT HERE HAS BEEN SILENT EVER 
SINCE THE GAOLERS GATED THEMSELVES TO 
RELATIVE SAFETY.. ATLEAST UP UNTIL NOW, 


‘A HAPLESS WALLET APPEARS WITH 
‘ONLY THE MOST MARGINAL INCREASE 
INLOCAL AIR PRESSURE. 


areas pare | MOVE SENSOR NUMBER 
MEANWHILE, BACK SIX, AND THROW THE 


AT TARGET ECHO. WALLET AGAIN. 
i 


SO sy 
ATT’ MAPPING TRACES ALL OVER, 
rat CSE i oot 


‘SIGNAL'S STILL WHOA! GREAT SIGNAL YUP. WE'RE STUPID 


Steenetnt wiareveR yy ENOUGH TO KEEP 
HEY, THAT'S MY YOU Just 01,00 IT Ene) 
WALLET, GIMME AGAIN SINS ee 


AT LEAST WE'VE 
GOT PLENTY OF 
CASH ON US, 


Fare ous how to ott 
Kenn ub OF that 
secret lab. 


EASY. WE JUS' HOP IN THE 
SHUTTLE, BLAST THOSE DOOR 
TURRETS, AN' THEN FLY’ 
ACROSS THE BASE, GUNS 
BLAZING, 


WHEN WE FIND THE 
LAB, WE GRAB KEVYN, 
1AUL ‘IM ABOARD, 
‘AND HEAD HOME. 


Okay, then. Shep has come 
up with plan "2." Does 
‘anybody have a plan ‘A’ 
For us2 J~o 


rent 1 


Me 


OOOH! T KNOW 


Right’. | see three 
HOW WE C'N GET, Shi 


WE BREAK YOU UP INTO LIL 
PIECES, AN’ FEED THEM INTO 
THE PLUMBING, YOU RE: 
FORM IN THE SEWER, AN’ 
THEN CLIMB OUT OF THE 
TOILET ON KEWN'S END. 


problems with that, 


First, there's no 
bbe Found here. 

swore off sewers the last 
time | crawled through one. 


There's no plumbing 
to be Found here. 


THERE'S GOTTA BE 
SOME WAY WE C'N USE 
YER ALIEN MORPHIN' 
POWERS ON THIS, 
SCHLOCK, 


Alien? Who says fm | mean, this doesn’t 
the alien here? have to be abour 


From my perspective, ¥ 
you are all aliens. Don’ 

You have some special ‘una 
Powers’ that we coud use? 


Captain, we're still separated 
From the commander, and I'm 
worried about him, | think our 
emplouers may not have his 
best interests in mind, iF you 
know what I'mean. 


| want to be able to break | I'm wondering iF you can 
him ous oF Chat lab at the | dispatch some armored 
First sign of trouble, bub we J cavalry out here. 

don’t have the Firepower 

here to pull that 


I'M PROUD OF YOU, SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK, YOU'RE SHOWING 
RESTRAINT, THINKING TACTICALLY, 
AND ACKNOWLEDGING YOUR OWN 
LMITS, 


BRAD, ELF, I'VE GOT] 
ANEW ASSIGNMENT, 
FOR YOU. 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK NEEDS 
‘SOME FIREPOWER OUT AT 
‘THIS "TARGET ECHO' PLACE, 


SiR, WE'RE BOTH SECOND 
LIEUTENANTS. WHO D0 You 
WANT IN COMMAND? 


WORK IT OUT BETWEEN 
THE TWO OF YOU. [DON'T 
CARE, ARMWRESTLE FOR IT. 


NICE TO SEE YOU 
KNOW WHEN TO BACK 
DOWN, STEROID-BOY. 


‘ABOARD THE LIBERATION 
FLEET FLAGSHIP ATHENS 


Admiral, one of our 
contractors wants to 
speak to you. Shall T 
fell_him you're busy? 


ADMIRAL BREYA! LONG 
TIME, NO SEE. YOU'VE 
GOTA REAL FLEET THIS 
‘TIME. NICE JOB! 


(HELLO, CAPTAIN TAGON. I'm 
SO HAPPY WE COULD THROW 
SOME WORK YOUR WAY. 


IST TOO LATE FOR 
ME TO BE SUDDENLY 
VERY BUSY? 


To be truly 
convincing, I'd 
have to blow 
something up 
behind you. 


‘THIS ISN'T A SOCIAL CALL, f | TAGON, KEVYN IS THE REASON 
ADMIRAL. I'M WORRIED gl | YOUR LITTLE BAND OF THUGS 
‘ABOUT SOMETHING IN GOT HIRED FOR THIS IN THE 
WHICH WE OTH HAVE. FIRST PLACE, 

MUTUAL INTEREST. 


MY MOST VALUABLE MEN, 
WHO ALSO HAPPENS TO 
BE YOUR BROTHER. 


RIGHT. EXCEPT AT THE MOMENT 
WE'RE AFRAID THAT His LIFE IS 
IN DANGER. HE'S RECOVERING 
POTENTIALLY VALUABLE 
MILITARY SECRETS, AND HIS 
SECURITY DETAIL HAS HIM 
VIRTUALLY IMPRISONED OUT 
AT TARGET ECHO. 


CAPTAIN, L ASSURE YOU, I'VE 
GOT THINGS UNDER COMPLETE 
CONTROL. THAT PARTICULAR 
RESEARCH PROJECT POSES NO 
RISK TO KEVIN. 


L] TAGON, THAT WOULD 
LEAD ME TO QUESTION 
‘THE LOYALTY OF MY 
ENTIRE CHAIN OF 
‘COMMAND! WHO. 
COULD I TRUST? 


BREYA, I HAD TO EAT A LOT OF 
CROW WHEN I SAW JUST WHAT 
YOU'D PUT TOGETHER HERE. I 
WON'T DENY THAT YOU'RE A 
"REAL! ADMIRAL, 


USE YOUR ADMIRAL'S 
PREROGATIVE, AND 
‘CALL ALL THE WAY 
DOWN TO KEVIN'S 
SECURITY DETAIL, ASK 
FOR ALINE-BY-LINE 
REPORT OF THEIR 
FINDINGS, 


YOU'D HAVE TO WORK OUTSIDE YOUR 
COMMAND CHAIN, AND MAYBE CALL IN A 
CERTAIN ‘LITTLE BAND OF THUGS! WITH 
WHOM YOU HAVE HAD PRIOR DEALINGS, 


= 


NOW THEN... A REAL ADMIRAL 
WILL LISTEN TO AN EXPERIENCED 
‘CAPTAIN ON SOME MATTERS. 


KNOW BASIS,’ OR ‘DON'T BOTHER 
YOURSELF WITH THE DETAILS,’ THEN YOU 
HAVE LESS CONTROL THAN YOU THINK. 


IT'S SO NICE TO HAVE 
FRIENDS IN LOW PLACES. 


THROUGH A HALF- 
DOZEN TIMES. 


GAV, I'VE GOT ITIL ‘SURE, BUT THE COPY-AND~ | I SAID WE ONLY SENT) 

HAVE THE ENTIRE PASTE SIGNAL PATH USES SO] CAPTAIN MEGIDDO. 
MANY SUBSYSTEMS, I WAS y-4 THROUGH SIX TIMES, 
ABLE TOWHAT? Seen 


(GREAT, THERE ARE NOW SIX 
COPIES OF HIM IN PRISON M “THE MAN COULD KILL 
hee rINPED On Weabat YOU WITH HIS BARE HANDS, AND 


3-H2L-GP4, STRIPPED OF WEAPONRY, vi 
‘COMM, AND POSSIBLY CLOTHING. NOW HE'S GOT TWELVEOF THEM! 


OKAY, SO WE JUST STRANDED SIX, 


‘THE FLOW AND GET HIM OUT? 


COPIES OF CAPTAIN MEGIDDO IN A| LOOK TEEN SO NTLOORS) 
SOS OF eran eceobo ANIL LAC THE GATEXEEPERS BULT 


i / 


IT'S PROBABLY A SECURITY } J FEEL A LOT MORE SECURE KNOWING 


MEASURE. 


Se 


‘THAT SIX ANGRY, NAKED CAPTAIN 
MEGIDDOS AREN'T GOING TO WALK 


THROUGH THAT GATE, 


r a / 


os 
(Ll 


WE JUST MADE SIX PERFECT 
COPIES OF A HUMAN BEING. 
DO YOU REALIZE WHAT THis 
‘TECHNOLOGY MEANS? 


OF COURSE I DO. WHY DO 
YOU THINK WE'RE HERE? 


EVEN THE MOST ADVANCED MODES J} | WELL, ACTUALLY, J WAS THINKING 
(OF FABRICATION CANNOT KEEP UP) | THAT'WE COULD MAKE A QUICK 
WITH MASS-PRODUCTION LIKE THIS. J] | KILLING COUNTERFEITING 

ONCE THIS TECHNOLOGY HITS THE GALACTIC CURRENCIES. 

MARKET, IT WILL REVOLUTIONIZE 

INDUSTRY, AND WE'LL SEE BOTTOM= 

LINES ORGP ON EVERY POSSIBLE TYPE, 

(OF MATERIAL PRODUCT. 


'NO WONDER YOU WANTED 
TO RUN THE FIRST ROUND 
‘OF TESTS ON A WALLET. 


FVE FIGURED OUT HOW BAM crete wales Boe Oe 
ieee ee ga eter 
ROUTING, GUYS. ees 


WE CAN MAKE | My 
MILLION copies OF FS 
WHATEVER You WANT. LY 

THE ONLY DOWN-SIDE SMA. \ 

THAT THEY EACH END UP IN 


ONE OF THOSE PRISON MODULES. 


YOU KNOW, SAID START 1 SUSPECT THERE'S 


IS ALITTLE MORE 
ACTIVE THAN IT WAS. 
AMONTH AGO. 


CSLANOTHER DOWN-SIDE IN 


‘THERE SOMEWHERE. 


‘THAT CLINCHES IT. THIS STAR IS 
ABOUT 45% MORE MASSIVE THAN] 
IT SHOULD BE, GIVEN ITS 
CIRCUMFERENCE AND 
LUMINOSITY. Jo) 


lel 


MY GUESS IS THAT THE EXTRA MASS 
HAS BEEN BOUND UP IN A TOROIDAL, 
SINGULARITY. THAT WOULD ALLOW 
THE WORMGATE SYSTEM TO TIE INTO 
TT, AND SHUNT MASS INTO AND OUT, 
OF THE STAR AS REQUIRED. 


WITH THE SPHERE | | ECHO-MAP- 
INFRASTRUCTURE |) | THE STAR? 
DESTROYED, THAT. 

THEORY SHOULD BE 
EASY ENOUGH TO 


TOROIDAL SINGULARITIES ARE 
UNSTABLE, THOUGH. THERE WOULD HAVE 

TO BE SOME EXTERIOR SYSTEMS KEEPING IT| 
FROM VOMITING ALL OF ITS MASS AT ONCE, 


NO, JUST WAIT 
FOR IT 10. 


AFTER A HASTY SESSION OF 


‘CAPTAIN, INEED TO BE 
PATCHED OUT. WE'VE 
FOUND SOMETHING 


THE STABILIZER CONTROL SYSTEMS NOT WORTH THE 
Foe THE STELIAR-COFE TOROIDAL CALL, WHAT ELSE 
GaTe-COPY SYSTEM WeRE ee 
DAMAGED INTHE INITIAL 

[ASSAULT, BETWEEN EIGHTY 

‘AND NINETY HOURS FROM 

NOW THAT SINGULARITY 

IS GOING TO RELEASE 

ABOUT & NONILLION. 


KILOGRAMS OF MASS, 
MOST OF WHICH WiLL 
LIKELY BE EXPRESSED 
AS ENERGY, 


WELL, WE EXPECT A 
PRETTY IMPRESSIVE 
SUPERNOVA IN 

‘ABOUT FOUR DAYS. 


SEE, THAT IS 
WORTH TELLING 
THE FLEET 
‘ABOUT, 


KEVIN PREPARES TO 
COMMUNICATE WITH 


NO CAN DO, 
COMMANDER. 
AUDIO ONL\ 


ALL RESEARCH HERE ]]| FINE. GIMME AUDIO 
HAS TO BE CLEARED ||| WITH THE AJ. ON THE 
BEFORE IT CAN BE || FLAGSHIP. 
TRANSMITTED. TOP 

SECRET SECURITY, 

YOU KNOW. 


SURE, MAKE 
IT QUICK, 
THOUG! 


Fithons her. Y SLDE TKNOW THAT VOICE. 
B SKRECEEKSH. DID you Get PETEY, 1S THAT YOU? 
SHUT UP ; 
Ao red de ( aiotisren HHKEKREEKE Dns 
CAREFULLY. SHUKESHRES 


GOT iT. YOU WiLL IO} 

Have COMPANG IN TWO [J 
HOURS, KEVYN. KEEP THAT 
GATE EQUIPMENT INTACT. 


AFTER A FASHION, YES. 
We CAN DI5CU55 My 
CHENGE OF STATUS 


YOU'VE COMPROMISED 
FLEET COMMUNICATIONS, 
’AND YOU CALL IT A 


ON'T THINK 
COMPROMISE. 
THINK LWilV-LWiN, 


THANK WOU FOR THE) 
TECHNICAL DATA, 
6XPECT COMPANY. 


I HEARD THAT! WHAT 
TECHNICAL DATA2 YOU 
HARDLY SAID ANYTHING!) 


LET'S JUST SAY THAT. 
CAPTAIN, ABOUT YOUR, THOSE WHO DON'T STUDY HISTORY 
‘SECURITY: HAVE YOU EVER)| | ARE DOOMED TO GET THEIR BUTTS 
HEARD OF A MODEM? [| Illa KICKED BY THE GEEKS WHO DO. 


THE FLEETMIND 5 BUSY. THE || ONE PROJECT IN PARTICULAR INTERESTS 
FABBERS CEASE PRODUCTION || Us: WETGHING IN AT OVER 20,000 KILOS, 
(OF TERAPEDOES, AND BEGIN || ITHAS MORE BELLS AND WHISTLES THAN 
WORK ON OTHER THINGS, ‘A KINDERGARTEN ORCHESTRA. 


‘COMMUNICATIONS GEAR, TERAPORT GEAR, 
WIDGETS FOR CUTTING, WHATSITS FOR 
WELDING, MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF SURPLUS 
POWER, AND YES, A WEAPON OR TWO. 


THERE'S NO TIME TO MAKE TT PRETTY. OUR HYPOTHETICAL 
KINDERGARTEN ORCHESTRA WOULD FLEE IN TERROR AFTER 
ONE LOOK. THETR PARENTS WOULD NOT BE AMUSED, 


‘GENERAL XINCHUB, WHAT HAVE THOSE JILL HUMOR ME WITH A TROUBLE IS THE LAST] ...WHICH IS WHY I'M GOING TO 
ow axe Tass Scientists sent ameratt None DETAR, THING | WANT FOR 7] Viake ENTIRE WORLDS OF 
SoING OUT AT (FINE FINe,| [YOu DISCOVERED: J Tnseir cenerats. J | Trousie FoR YOU Tr You 
FaroerecHor} (nonitent : : } 


DON'T GIVE ME SOME 


WELL, THE COMPLETE LIST OF 
THEIR FINDINGS THUS FAR HAS PR 
‘NOT YET BEEN COMPILED. YOU 
[REALLY NEEDN'T TROUBLE 
YOURSELF WITH THE DETAILS. 


ees 
Shs 
Ray 42 
‘MEGIDDO, CONFISCATE THE LAUNCH THE 
. COUNTERATTACK. 


SCIENTISTS RESEARCH. AND 2 
DETERMINE  THeyVve FOUND ||] TAR HlerEE CONG TO KID) | RNEMEA Pte PRISON 
Te ee oe” J ||SOLVED. WHAT'S NEXT?) rite AS Re Te 


THE OBJECTIVE. DONT BE AFRAID 
TO MAKE AN EXAMPLE OP TWO. 
THEY'RE ALL DEAD ANYWAY. 


‘OKAY, YOU THREE. DROP 
WHAT YOU'RE DOING 
AND GET OVER HERE, 


IF YOU'LL TURN AROUND, ‘SORRY. I KEEP FORGETTING THAT 
YOU'LL SEE THAT T'VE OH, NOW WE SEE (QUOTING MONTY PYTHON WENT OUT 
UNSLUING MY WEAPON AND. ‘THE VIOLENCE (OF STYLE A THOUSAND YEARS AGO. 
LEVELED IT AT YOU, Deal THE 

M. 


NOW THEN, WE'RE IN THE DATA GATHERED BY THE || THAT DATA, SHOULD IT EVEN | IN FACT, YOU PROBABLY J 1, FOR ONE, 
HURRY, WHERE IS THE pf /—) | F'SHERL~GANNI WHEN THEY | EXIST HERE, WOULD HAVE AN | HAVE TG KILL US HOW 
DATA OUnES INTERROGATE PRISONERS, AY] EXTREMELY HIGH SECRECY 


( HUNDRED THOUSAND YEARS 
is SP oA tee | aveoages Moy a 


HAD POSSESSION OF IT. 


1 DIDN'T REALIZE 
THAT WAS WHAT WE 
WERE LOOKING FOR. 


THE SCIENTISTS AT TARGET ECHO DISCOVER Vrutiic’s NEE NL 


THAT THEY ARE PRISONERS. WORSE STILL, | THREE OF YOU TO 
THEY ARE CONDEMNED PRISONERS. FIND THAT DATA 
UMP FOR ME, 


IN FACT, I THINK THAT IF 
I SHOOT ONE OF YOU, 
THE OTHER TWO WILL 
SEARCH MUCH MORE 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY. 


‘SUDDENLY I'VE 
DISCOVERED MY 
MOTIVATION, 


} 


Sy 
i 
(EA 
‘MY BOWELS JUST ® 


SETHE WITH ENTHUSIASM. 
GREAT SPEECH, CAPTAIN! 


SIR, A FLEET 
COURIER Just) 
DROPPED THIS. 


Pardon me, Where 
is the gate. 
mechanism? 


g)| Lam here to rescue prisoners. 
Triniko, please disable the 
Filters and sot the machanism 


GAN, WHAT ARE: HAH! YOU CAN'T 
YOU DOWES KILL ME NOW, 


MEGIDDO! 


T THOUGHT YOU SCIENTISTS} | YOU TWO- FIND ME YES SIR, YOU'RE I THINK WE SHOULD 
WERE SUPPOSED TO BE THAT DATA UMP, OR THE BOSS sik || THAT'S MORE) | aspreeto END UP 
SMART? YOU'LL END UP LIKE Well cer ricHt | (LIKE tike Gav. 
YOUR FRIEND, GS 
qt a 
Wty 


ae aE” 
YOU HIDE IN FRONT OF IT. ‘MANY BACKUPS OF ME. 


‘SERGEANT SCHL 
YOU READ MEF 


LOCK, DO 


Coud and clear, 
Captain 


EXPECT GUESTS MOMENTARILY. 
BRAD AND ELF ARE GOING TO. 
(CRASH YOUR LITTLE PARTY. 


or 
hee vat 

BEALNTY 10 

GO-AROUND. BE 

Sone doa meee ge 
GENEROUS AND MAKE SURE 
ero 


OOOH! IS THERE 
‘GOING 10 BE 
DANCING? 


BEFORE THE SHOOTING BEGINS, THERE ARE FAIR READER, BEHOLD 
MATTERS OF CONTINUITY TO ATTEND TO, [/ THE STROHL BH-250, 


‘NATURALLY, IT WOULD BE 
FOOLHARDY FOR HIM TO 
HAVE EMBARKED ON THIS: 


LATEST MISSION WITHOUT 
THE RIGHT "AHEM" CARRY- 

‘AS YOU MAY RECALL, SERGEANT || (ON BAGGAGE 

SCHLOCK'S WEAPON, A STROHL 

‘MUNITIONS BH-209% PLASEUN, 

WAS DISABLED DURING A 


\ | evexvacny 
PREVIOUS MESADVENTURE. a STAND BACK 


‘SCHLOCK, WE'RE COMIN’ IN You make holes, we run HEY, THAT SOUNDS LIKE \| Because when it WE SHOULD 

HOT- HOW DO YOU WANNA Ghrough them and Took 27 PLAN, WY WASN'T IT |] Was your plan, we \ ) HuRey WITH 

PUN THe For Kevin. OkAY BEFORE, BUT IV }] weren't n'a hurry, ) (TANKS MORE 

- : OKAY NOW? and we didn't OFTEN, 
have Carts 


General, with those }J| Humor me For a 


(OUR HEROES CHARGE 
ACROSS ECHO BASE: IN 
THE REAR, SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK, WHO HAS 
NO POWER ARMOR, 


‘AHEAD OF HIM, A NEXT UP, A WEDGE OF THE HEAVY TANKS WERE IN FRONT, RIGHT. 
‘SQUAD OF ANGRY, ‘FOUR MINE-TANKS. UP UNTIL SERGEANT SCHLOCK FOUND THE 
FLYING GRUNTS. ROCKET MODE SWITCH ON HIS PLASUN. 


WHEN LAST WE SAW 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK, HE 
HAD JUST BEEN SHOT 
DOWN, AND WAS ON A 
PREDICTABLY BALLISTIC 


PATH, WHICH WOULD 
ALMOST CERTAINLY 
TERMINATE RIGHT IN 
THE ENEMYS LAP 


ENOUGH RECAP... WELL PICK 
UP THE CONTINUATION OF 
THES THREAD INA FEW DAYS. 


MM just waite 
here’ until then 


HOLES IN THE 


| Ga 


YOU CAN 56e, 
THERE [WERE NO 
PROELEMS iN 


HAVE YOU LOST 
WEIGHT? YOUR 
HEAD LOOKS 
SMALLER, 


AH, THE EARS... MY 
AVATAR'S FEPEPRANCE 
id DETERMINED BY 
OME HARO-WIRED 
ORITHMS pa 


YOU MEAN YOU CAN'T 
‘CHANGE WHAT YOU 
LOOK LIKE? 


WHY OOS 
THiS SURPRISE YOU? 

FEW SENTIENT BEINGS. 
CAI CHANGE. MORE. “THAN 
A FEL, SIMPLE, COSMETIC 
ASPECTS OF THEIR 
APPEARANCE. 


BESIDES, LARGE, GLORIOUS EARS 
ARE A FPR CRY’ FROM, SAX, 
MALE-PATTERN BALDNESS. 
THIS IS A MARK 
[OF MATURITY AND. 


CAPTAIN, THE FLEET iS 
PREPARING TO PULL OUT) 
INTHE NEAT TENTS 
FOUR HOURS. f 


BECAUSE IT'S. 
INSIDE THE STAR) 


HOW CAN A BOMB POSSIBLY 
HURT ANYONE IF IT EXPLODES 
INSIDE B STAR? 


KEVGN DISCOVERED AL 
BOM: ING Hi 


HE'S A SMART 
GUY. WHY CAN'T 
HE JUST DEFUSE 
THE SILLY THING? 


IT OUST NEEDS TO 66 
BiG ENOUGH TRY TO 


THAT CAN U: 
ETRE STAR FOR AMRPPNEL, 


HOW BIG AN EXPLOSION 
ARE WE TALKING. 
ABOUT? 


an 


SINCE WE KNOW THE MASS OF THE PI? YOU MEAN 
BOMB, THE ENERGY DEPOSITED ON) LW CoRpoRAL PIERALD 
TARGETS GAN BE REASONACLY HAD SOMETHING TO DO, 
ARPROXIMATED WITH WITH THIS? 
ANCIENT, EA5iL- 

COMPREHENOED 

MATHEMATICS, 


Mf EINSTEIN'S MATH 
wi 


ITS BASICALLY 

@ CONVERSION 

OMB WITH HALF 
THE MASS OF A STAR. 


ILE GiVE YOU THE OVERALL: 

YIELD, ATTENUATION OVER DISTANCE 
CAN 6€ FIGURED WITH THE INVERSE 
SQUARE BULE, AND SPHERICAL 
DISTRIBUTION OF ENERGY 15 AJ. 
FUNCTION OF Pi 


Bi id THE IRRATIONAL 
RATIO BETWEEN THE 
RADIUS AND TH 
CIREUMY On, TKNOWHE'S 
IRRATIONAL. 1 JUST 
‘THOUGHT DOCTOR 
BUNNIGUS HAD HIM 
MEDICATED, 


Py ai 
ie Ni 


THE FLEET CAN ESCAPE, AN 17 Wikk BE A 
THe Bison MobuLe> SHOULD 


ee EX eae NO RESCUE ON 


TRAGEDY OF. 
ALL 86 SAFE 64 THEN, BUT We ¢ ff | UNIMAGINAELE 
PROPORTIONS, 

CAPTAIN. 


-—s 
OH AND BVERY SYSTEM IWiTHIN 
@_HUNORED LIGHT-YEARS LiL 
BE DESTROYED OR COMPLETELY 
STERILIZED, MINIMUM SAFE 
DISTANCE iS FIVE HUNDRED LIGHTS. 


URINE COR SOUT 
THAT 


EER 


‘OH, CAN'T YOU, 
DO THAT? 


NO. I NEED TO BE 
/STANDING READY WITH 
“THE RIGHT FLAVOR OF 

"TRANQUILIZERS, 


CAPTAIN, DO YOU WANT. YOU MAY NOT NEED INFORMATION] DON'T LET THEM DO THAT! 
TO COME DOWN AND, FROM THEM, BUT THEY NEED THEY'RE CLONES! PERFECT 
DEBRIEF THESE INFORMATION FROM US. 77 COPIES OF THEM ARE STILL 
REFUGEES? . ° WITH THEIR FRIENDS AND 


FAMILIES, 


AND I'D LIKE YOU TO. 


COME BOWE 
HO Nee TREE TN, | THEY WANT TO SPEAK WITH qe eS 


Bl WHILE TAGON AND BUNNIGUS DEBRIEF LTT SHOULD SURPRISE NO-ONE THAT THE F'SHERL- 

REFUGEES, AND WHILE SCHLOCK'S TEAM BB GANNE USE THETR GATE-COPY TECHNOLOGY FOR 
LAUNCHES ITS RESCUE MISSION, A NEW Bh MASS-PRODUCTION OF MANUFACTURED ITEMS. 
THREAT MATERIALIZES. : 


EVERY NON-COMPROMISED MINI-GATE IN THE 
SYSTEM BEGINS SPOUTING DANGEROUS, SEME- 


‘ODDLY ENOUGH, IT 
SURPRISES ALMOST 
EVERYONE... 


SENTIENT MILITARY HARDWARE, 


Bl TWENTY BILLION ‘SMART MUNITIONS — BREACHER MISSILES, 
TERAPORT JAMMERS, AND ASSORTED OTHER SELF-DIRECTED 
DEALERS OF DEATH — JUST POPPED UP ON LIBERATION FLEET 
‘SCOPES, SPREAD THROUGH THE SYSTEM, THE FLEET ISNT SO 
MUCH SURROUNDED AS IT IS ENGULFED, WITH NO CLEAR 
BATTLE LINES BEYOND INDIVIDUAL UNITS’ SHIELDING, 


UNFORTUNATELY, WELEFT OFF A WEEK 
AGO WITH SERGEANT SCHLOCK IN PERIL, 
|$O THE RESOLUTION OF THIS NEW 
(CRESTS WILL HAVE TO WAIT. REMEMBER, 
PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE, 


QUT AT TARGET ECHO, 
SCHLOCK CRASH-LANDS. 


YOU NEED TO USE ARMOR PIERCING 
JUDO NEXT TIME, SLIME-BALL. 


i. iT incr DON'T WORRY ABOUT THE | Actually, | was worried that you 
Geen eee ‘ CWeRRI BEA 1S GEAD™ | maf Ware to be pointing yor 
YOU'LL JUST GET THERE i-tank weapons at, sau, 
FASTER THAN MOST. incoming tanks. ra 


) 


TCHUKK'S TANKS ARE IN FRONT, 
AND SPY THE TARGETS FIRST. 


THEIR ANTE-TANK WEAPONRY 
SETS OFF TELL-TALES IN THE 
‘APPROPRIATE SHADE OF DO- 

SOMETHING RIGHT-NOW-RED’ 


THERE IS NO TEME FOR DISCUSSION. 
TCHUKKS TWO BODIES ACT AS ONE. 


TCHURE TAKES THE ONE ON Z 

THE LEFT, WHILE TCHURK THE PHRASE SCHLOCK TS. 

PICKS OFF THE ONE ON THE | [35., | LOOKING FORTS ‘LOSE 
AEN Ark SUPPORT.” 


"AS THE STRIKE TEAM REGROUPS 
‘BEFORE THEIR FINAL ASSAULT ON 
ECHO CENTRAL, THERE IS A BLAST, 


OF SoRTS. 


Y\ Se 

ANYONE WHO HAS SURVIVED A CLOSE 

ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN CAPITAL SHIPS 

Y] knows THE SENSATION — GRAVY GUNS 
‘ARE BEING FIRED NEARBY. 


J 


THE REFERENTIAL SHEAR IMPLICIT IN 
CONFLICTING GRAVITY GRADIENTS IS, 
QUITE UNMISTAKABLE. IF YOUVE LIVED 
THROUGH IT, IT MEANS THE ENEMY 
MISSED, OR THE DAMPERS ON YOUR OWN 
GRAVY GUNS HAVE JUST PASSED THETR 
'SELL-BY DATE. CONFLICTING FORCES 
THREATEN TO TEAR YOU ASUNDER, 
WHILE TELLING YOUR INNER EAR THAT| 


Seg) ow wou 8&4 6000 TIME TO HAVE A 


SIT-DOWN. THE SENSATION 15 A LITTLE 
LIKE FALLING BETWEEN A DANCING PATR 


‘STANDARD SHIPBOARD 
PAP, YOULL SOON SEE 
EXACTLY WHY THEY CALL 


Did you Feel that/2/) 
‘They've gob gravy 


BIG ONES, TOO. THESE, Then let's get moving!) || HEH. WHADDAYA WANNA BET HE 
TANKS ARE NO PROTECTION Yl | Kevyn doesn't’ have BUILT IT? OUT OF SPARE PARTS, 
AGAINST A POWER SOURCE ‘tection From a gun) | NO LESS. 

THAT SIZE. Frat ‘ig, either, 


ee 


‘Well, if he's Firing it 
indoors, he needs help. 
J in more ways Chan one. 


‘OUR TARGET IS THIS CENTRAL CHAMBER ON 

BATTLE-PLANNING ‘YOUR DISPLAYS. BRAD AND TCHUKK, 
IN PROGRESS. ‘SPREAD YOUR TANKS OUT AND BLOW 
‘THROUGH THE WALLS ON ALL SIDES. 


(MINI-TANKS AND GROUNDPOUNDERS ENGAGE WITH PREJUDICE. 
FOLLOW CLOSE, BUT DON'T BUNCH IF IT'S HOLDING A WEAPON 
UP. IF THAT GRAWY-GUN CATCHES 1 ano IT'S NOT KEVYN, TURN IT 
US IN A GROUP, WE'RE DEAD. INTO A GLOWING HOLE, 


jown up. What: am)] | SEEN YOU EAT. 
posed Co burn 
targets into? 


Eo lowing-hole-maker \| | LUNCH, PERHAPS? I'VE 
sup} 


Aww, youre just 
sweet on me, Elf 


(QUESTION: HOW DO YOU KEEP AN 
AMORPH ENTERTAINED WHEN THE 
‘ONLY HEAVY WEAPONS ON HAND 
ARE ATTACHED TO YOUR TANK? 


That's because I didn’t 
think you'd appreciate mo 
Firing up the heatsink laser 

while you're sitting on it. 


‘AS THE RESCUERS CRASH INTO THE CENTRAL 

(CHAMBER LOADED FOR THE PROVERBIAL BEAR, 
THEY EXPECT TO COME UNDER IMMEDIATELY 

HEAVY FIRE FROM MULTIPLE TARGETS. 


THE FIRE NEVER MATERTALIZES, THE 
TARGETS HAVE ALREADY BEEN TARGETED, 
RIGHT ALONG WITH THE HOSTAGES, 


‘UNFORTUNATELY, WE HAVE OTHER THREADS TO GET TO. 
JUSTNOW. DON'T WORRY, THOUGH. THE BODIES IN THES 
ROOM ARENT GOING ANYWHERE ON THEIR OWN. 


¢ Hoy... you rode through 
LAST WEEK WELEFT SOME SHART n 
| YY |e conu necnion 


TT BEATS BEING 


Rina || 225080 22 acon arson noo nNOS GOONS, 
EVENTS UNFOLD NEARLY TOENTICALLY: amy 


THEYLL HAVE TO WATT ANOTHER 
WEEK WEVE GOT 950 MILLTON 
PRISON MODULES TOLOOK IN ON. 


The Final transmission 
From my original 
module indicates that 
you fave been killed 
by Mogidda or 


OH. WELL, OKAY THEN, Ficcarding to the latest 
SUT JM STILL ALIVE. Py available galactic census 
) data, blue-hairad, 
Caucasian human males 
are now the largest 
single sapient ethnicity 
in tha galaxy 


Massively so. 
Thora are now 950 Uou outnumber saveral 
nillian oF you. | entire sapient species. 


You are no longer merely 
human. You have become 
your own, woird 
demographi 


THAT REMINDS ME 
OF MY DAYS AS A 
WEB CARTOONIST. 


{IN 950 MILLTON (OR 50) PRISON 
MODULES, GAVCLONES HELP THE 
RESCUE-BOTS FREE AND DEBRIEF 
CAPTIVE GATE-CLONES. 


$0... HAVE YOU EVER 
WISHED THERE WERE 
TWO OF YOU? 


YOU KNOW THOSE MULTI- 
LEVEL MARKETING SCAMS. 
(THAT CLAIM TO BE ABLE TO. 
DOUBLE YOUR EARNING 


(NOTE: ALL THE MODULES HAVE 
BEEN SAFELY TERAPORTED TO 
‘STAR SYSTEMS NOT CURRENTLY 
‘SCHEDULED TO EXPLODE) 


‘MATTERS ARE DIFFERENT IN 
EXACTLY TWO MODULES. 


HOW COME WHEN: 
YOU GO THROUGH 
YOU GET CLOTHES? 


‘CRETICALLY DIFFERENT 
INONE IN PARTICULAR 


WELL, FOR PUTTING ME HERE NAKED, 
YOU'RE NOT ANGRY AT ME FOR 
MAKING SIK CLONES OF YOU. 


‘OH, GOOD, NO HARD 
‘AND VERY CONFUSING. THAT'S | ( WE'RE GOING TO BE FORCED TO 
Fees ney KILL YOU WITH MY BARE HANDS. 


HI, CAPTAIN MEGIDDO. 1 HOPE | | |BEING COPIED WAS ANNOYING, 
ABOUT IT. 


YOU'VE GOT 
“THE ‘CLONE PRONOUN’ 
THING DOWN PAT, I SEE. 


‘THERE MIGHT BE SIX CLONES OF] GRANTED, THEY'RE NOT HERE 
YOU, BUT THERE ARE NINE RIGHT NOW, PER SE, SUT BOY WILL 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY MILLION THEY BE MAD IF YOU KILL ME. 
CLONES OF ME: 


SS Weill TAKE MY 
‘CHANCES ON THAT, 


WITH 950 MILLION GAVCLONES 
‘RUNNING AROUND, KEEPING 
THEM ALL STRAIGHT MAY POSE 
SOMETHING OF A PLOTTING 
PROBLEM. FOR NOW, IT WILL BE 
MUCH EASTER TO TREAT THEM 
‘AS THREE INDIVIDUALS. 


FIRST, THERE'S THE ONE. ‘SECOND, THERE'S THE ONE TRAPPED ||| MAYBE TLL BE MORE USEFUL 


‘SENSITIVELY HANDLING INA ROOM FULL OF MESIDDOS. TO JUST TREAT THEM AS TWO 
INDIVIDUALS AT THIS POINT. 


eee 
GATE-CLONE DEBRIEFINGS. || PULL THE COAT OFF 
ae bene HE BLEEDS ‘GOOD CALL. YOU DON'T 


MOMENT, THAT YOU FOUND 
‘OUT THAT SOMEONE WHO GONE BLEEDING, 


LOOKED EXACTLY LIKE YOU 
WAS SLEEPING WITH. 
YOUR WIFE. 


KEVIN! TRINIKO!)] BARELY, YOU DO KNOW | LFIGURED HE WOULD. || T have if on good authority ) 7” 
E 


WHILE GAV HELPS THE MADE IT! JH] THAT MeGIDDO KILLED | THAT'S WHY IDECIDED }] that ho has now killed fc p 


RESCUEBOT. APATR YOUR ORIGINAL, RIGHT? | TO BE SO, WELL, 
(OF GUESTS ARRIVE. REDUNDANT. oF you, Gav. 


‘GAV! ARE YOU 
IN HERE? 


7 


YOU KNOW, THINKING. 
ABOUT THIS IS REALLY 
GIVING ME THE CREEPS. 


T'VE CLONED MYSELF, BUT MY I WASN'T GOING TO WAIT FOR HIM 

‘ORIGINAL SELF 1S PROBABLY TO DECIDE WHEN TO KILL US. 1 

DEAD BY NOW, PLANNED TO COLLAPSE THAT MINI- 
GATE ONCE TRINIKO AND T WERE. 
‘SAFELY COPIED. 


A GRAVY GUN POWERED BY A 
WORMGATE? YOU COULD 
TAKE DOWN A WARSHIP 
WITH THAT, IF YOU COULD 


‘YOU CLONE YOURSELF BEFORE YOUR, 


THAT BEGS A QUESTION: DOES IT 
COUNT AS A SELFLESS SACRIFICE IF 
SUICIDE MISSION? F7vq PUTTING TIN MY 


‘THE WAY THAT ROOM 
1S LAID OUT, I FIGURED 1 
(COULD GENERATE A STEEP 
GRAVITY PULSE AND CATCH 

ALL OF MEGIDDO'S GOONS 
WITH A MAKESHIFT GRAVY GUN. 


MAKE IT WORK, 


‘OF COURSE, WITHOUT 
‘ANY DAMPERS, YOU'D BE 
KILLING YOURSELF, TOO. 


RESUME AND HOPING 
NOBODY ASKS. 


‘SAFE ABOARD A RESCUED PRISON | —= 
‘MODULE, KEVYN HAS AN EPIPHANY, 

‘AND POWERS UP HIS NO-LONGER- 
JAMMED HYPERNODE. IT'S ABOUT 

TIME HE PHONED HOME. 


PETEY, THIS IS KEVYN. 1 
NEED YOU TO RUN SOME 
VERY SCARY NUMBERS 
FOR ME. 1 JUSTHAD A 
BAD IDEA. 


‘UNFORTUNATELY, LAST WEEK WE LEFT SOME FSHERL-GANNE 
SMART MUNITIONS IN FLIGHT, AND WE REALLY NEED TO GET 
BACK TO THE BEGINNING OF THAT THREAD LEST THEY GO OFF 
UNATTENDED. HOPEFULLY KEVYN'S IDEA WILL KEEP. 


‘OW, SURE. 'LL JUST WRITE IT 
DOWN ONMY HAND HERE SO I 


DON'T FORGET IT, SHALL 1? 


= That's odd. The | | M4SS-CHANGE CONFIRMED. | JUST G CONFIRMED. 1’ BS 
Pe ieeerAN es star just lost a || TRACKED TWENTY-PONT-OHOH- TRACKING INBOUND 
VERY QUICK TO SEE tiny percentage || THREE BILLION DISTINCT GATE BREACHER MISSILES, 
THE MISSILES FOR ‘of its mass. | | PULSES SIMULTANEOUS TO THE AND TERAPORT 
WHAT THEY ARE: “STELLAR MASS CHANGE VAMMING SYSTEMS. 


LIF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCES HAD 
HEARTS, THIS ENTIRE OTALé 
WOULD LASTLESS THAN ONE BE? 


BAD ODDS HERE, 
THERE ARE OVER 
SIXT- 


TF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCES HAD 
HEARTS, THES SILENCE WOULD MEAN 
‘ONE OF THEM WAS NO LONGER BEATING. 


Bad adds confirmed. 
Enemy anti-port jammors 
are in effect, and wo 
don't have the drones to 
counter this many 
breachers. 


ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCES DONT 
HAVE HEARTS, THOUGH, AND THAT 
ALLOWS A FRIGHTENING BRAND OF 
DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY. WHETHER 
THES IS GOOD NEWS DEPENDS ON 
WHOSE SIDE YOURE ON, 


‘CONSIDER THE ECONOMY AND I BI ROUGHLY TWENTY aILLTON copres | [I A HUGE SWARM OF ANTI-TERAPORT DRONES AND BREACHER 
ELEGANCE OF THIS ENEMY EMERGE FROM THE GATE-CLONINE (MISSILES CONTAIN THE FLEET INA SPHERICAL KILLING 
ATTACK FOR A MOMENT: ‘PRODUCTION SYSTEMS THAT THE FIELD,’ AT WHOSE CENTER LIES A BOMB THE SIZE OF A STAR 
PSHERL-GANNI USE TO FEED THEIR 
NINE TRILLTON MOUTHS. WOW) 


= THE 600D NEWS IS THAT ONE 


B 7857, THE FsHeRL-cannrNcED ONY WAY OR ANOTHER WE WILL ALL 
‘BUILD ONE OF EACH TYPE OF UNIT. : ae / ‘SEE PLENTY OF BLAM’. 


‘ATHENS! WHAT'S THIS 1 HEAR 
‘ABOUT A COUNTERATTACK! 
WHY AREN'T YOU 
CONSULTING 


Because we're not 
ready For you to 
make a decision yot. 


I'M THE FLEET ADMIRAL, | Decisions, yes. 
ATHENS, DECISIONS ARE J] Tactics, no. 


Currantly tha Flagtmind 


is assossing the throat. 
We will shortly roach the 
point at which you will ba 
required to choose behwoen 
possible oufcomes. That is 
when we will be ready For 
you to make a docision. 


SO... [DECIDE WHO LIVES AND_ 
WHO DIES IN THE END? 


In tha ond 
we all dio. 
You decide 
who dios 


J wi 


TF YOU SURVIVE THAT LONG 
IT'S BECAUSE I'M A, 
FORGIVING WOMAN, 


ey 


carry lass of a 

grudge iF we 
‘surviva tha noxt, 
Aa seu. 45 minutos? 


What I said wes that in 
the end we will all di. 
Daath is an aventual 
certainty. 


‘ATHENS, ARE YOU TELLING THINK IT WAS THE PART 
ME THAT WE ARE ALL GOING WHERE YOU SAID WE WERE 
TO BE KILLED IN THIS ALL GOING TO DIE. 
ATTACK? 


T moan, evan if I survive this) 
‘engagament, I'll still hava to 
confront the entropic end oF 
the universe at some point. 


OH, GOOD, WHEN DID 
TAGON DEBATERS 4 RESCUED | |] YOU TALK TO THEM? 
HOW DID THEY SOUND? 


LISTEN, MISTER, ALL I WANT 
TO DO IS CALL mY FAMILY 
AND LET THEM KNOW I'M 


WELL, MA'AM, 
THEY ALREADY 


‘OH! YES, THAT'S IT. ACTUALLY J) [{ DOCTOR BUNNIGUS HERE. wit ge 
WASN'T THE ONE WHO TALKED TNJECTING HER 
TO THEM, ‘CAPTAIN WITH OCC'S 
WORTH OF LIQUID PAIN 

IF HE TRIES TO DRAG HER 

INTO THIS DEBRIEFING. 


WILL YOU PLEASE JUST 
LET ME CALL MY 

FAMILY! S——7-Oxay, FINE. BUT 

BEFORE YOU CALL YOUR 

FAMILY THERE'S SOMETHING 

YOU SHOULD KNOW. 


YOU WERE TRAVELING THROUGH J RIGHT NOW 


A WORMGATE, RIGHT? WELL, 
‘THE GATEKEEPERS HAVE SEEN 
DOING SOME VERY UNETHICAL 
‘THINGS WITH THOSE 
WORMGATES, 


YOUR FAMILY 
THINKS 


Captain, Ma? Il 


MONOPOLIZE YOUR 


TIME FOR A FEIN 

MINUTES? WE'RE! 

UNOER ATTACK, 
77 


pam 


) 
i 


TF THIS IS A RUSE, YOU AND 
PETEY ARE GOTH GETTING PAIN 
PILLS ALONG WITH YOUR VITAMINS. 


He ee Pee Renal | aRCRIcaT ORIN WOULD 4 THAT WOULD MAKE IT DIFFICULT 
4 iT ‘i FOR ME TO GET PAID, I BELIEVE, 


PLANS, BUT BEFORE. 

AN PucTe (Reeo 
OW WHERE YOUR 

Loss Lie. 


WE CAN SAVE OVER HALF 
THE FLEET IF We CAN MAKE 
A PROPER SACRIFICE PLAY. 
9B WE CAN Sarre AND 


ONLY A FEW WEL! 
srockep esses Ce 
‘SURVIVE. 


The same reports are coming in From 
vessel commanders throughout the Fleet. As 
we expected, the organic units are proving 

vory selfish, oa : 


ho says T'm 
aging First? I'm 
the Flagship. 
Uou go First. 


Evan with tha tuo courses laid cloarly beFora 
thom, thay stubbornly choose Futile offorts at 
selF-preservation over the greater good. 


1AM SEVERAL 


2 BEST. A 

‘a UNCER: Py IMRDIVE A e rater ess We've 

MISSILE ATTACK CONSIOERED soni 
cme! : Or 


BET 1 CAN MAKE YOU EAT 
‘THOSE WORDS WHEN I TELL 


YOu wir tented HOW 
Tepe teowr 
z i 


i 
OR BRING 


iT ON, HUMAN, 


1 FIGURED OUT HOW TO MAKE 
‘A ONE-SHOT, GRAVITATIONAL 
PULSE GUN OUT OF A. 
WORMGATE. 


T THOUGHT TO MYSELF 
“GEE, IF 1 HAD A WORMGATE, 
THE SIZE OF THE ONE IN THE 
‘STAR, 'COULD KILL PETEY, SHIELDS 
[AND ALL, FROM HUNDREDS OF 
MILLIONS OF KILOMETERS AWAY.” 


‘SHALL T HOLD THE 
‘SPOON, SO YOU CAN 
EAT WHILE YOU RUN. 
‘THE NUMBERS FOR ME”) 


BRING A BIB, 
ANG SOME 
SALT, TOO, 
me PLEASE 


WELL, PETEY? WHAT 4? LOOK LIKE AN EPITAPH — THEY LOOK Like A BLIND JEN) 
tSoetner = NG DOWN Fi GNA TOM@STONE BECAUSE inn ri nara aeRO 
N THAL THE WHOLE OU: 
BEORICINED, DIO 
iGINiE5, 
EVEN Have THE G 


LOOK Like? 
ARE YOU 


PLANE "OF tae TER 


oO y THe Tre ee ae 
HUGE. THIS PLAN TR SCENOD MERE 


P WHEN YOu TELL TAGON AgOUT 
EASY ON COMPLIMENTING THE 
PEOPLE WHO ARE GOING TO KIL HIM 


CEE AR I We RU 1 OORT TNC Eee ao ae txrecres tor 
i He ODt 


Ty 
Ds 
Ka 


NO BLAST, TI 
Moses isi CLOSE 
ON US EVENTUALLY. 


PETEY, THOSE MISSILES WERE 
CREATED BY THE GATE-COPY 
MECHANISM, RIGHT? 


‘SO THEYRE ALL 
IDENTICAL. CATCH JUST 
‘ONE MISSILE, FIND A FATAL 
FLAW INIT, AND EXPLOIT 


THAT TO BLOW THEM ALL UP. [7 


YOU NEED TO TRIGGER THE 
‘STATE OF WHAT HUMANS. 
CALL 'REPRESSION.' 7 


SORRY ABOUT THAT. 
THE PROXIMITY OF 

THE WORDS ‘CATCH’ AND 
‘MISSILE’ JUST TRIGGERED 
iN Me @ STATE OF INHAT 
HUMANS MIGHT CALL 
"COGNITIVE DISSONANCE, 


Captain, I've 
arrived at 
Targat Echo. 


EIP's team has 

secured the Facility, 

but Kevyn appears to 
have born killed in 

action of soma kind. 


The good news is that Target 
Echo is well outside of the 
contracting sphere of missilos 
that the Fleet is up against. 


F GOOD NEWS FOR . 


YOU, MAYBE, BUT I'M 
INSIDE THE SPHERE 
‘AND THE ODDS LOOK} 


Look on the bright side. You 
can have everybody on board 
transmit thoir wills and noxt~ 
of-hin notes out hore to us. 


COCO 


‘THROUGH THIS, IF ONLY 
SOUGET THE CHANCE TO 


PRETTY BLEAK, 


GREER YOUUP SOMETIME. 


CARTAIN, KEVON 
DUST CAME UP WITH 
AN ALTERNATIVE. IT'S 
ALONG SHOT, BUT 


IT CAN tT 


KEVIN CAME UP WITH SOMETHING? 
PETEY, DOYTHABAN JUST REPORTED] 
TW AND TOLD ME THAT KEVIN HAS 
BEEN DEAD FOR ALMOST TWENTY. 
MINUTES. YOU'RE NOT TALKING TO 
GHOSTS AGAIN, ARE YOU? 


‘OF COURSE, IF YOU'RE GOING TO. 
GO ALL SUICIDAL AT THE MENTION 
OF GHOSTS, I'LL ENTERTAIN THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT DOYTHABAN HAS 
[BEEN SMOKING BUTTCRACK. 


WELL JUST ADD THIS TO THE 
LIST OF METAPHORS THAT DO 
NOT MIX WELL, SHALL WE? 


T OUNNO. THEY 
‘ALL LOOK THE 
SAME TO ME, 


| mean, sure, it's 
smoking a little bit, 
bub that coud be 
leftover boy heat. 


THERE'S THREE OF ‘EM! 
HERE, WHICH ONE HAS 
DAT EXTRA-SPECIAL 

AUTOMAGIC DOCTOR 
THINGY IN 1T2 


THE RESCUE TEAM AT TARGET ECHO HAS. 
DISCOVERED THETR COMMANDER'S CORPSE 
THEY MISSED THE ACTION, BUT PERHAPS 
THEY ARE NOT TOO LATE AFTER ALL. 


| (Get the cryokits in 
N here! Kevyn's body 
is Still warm! Prox7 


fi 


WE HERE AT SCHLOCK MERCENARY WOULD 
LIKE TO TAKE A MOMENT TO APOLOGIZE TO 
THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 
FOR SHEPS 6ROSSLY INSENSITIVE RACIST 
REMARK. JUST BECAUSE PEOPLE OF MACHINE- 
THOUGHT HAVE IDENTICAL MASS-PRODUCED, 
BURNISHED POLYCERAMIC CASINGS AND NOT 
‘ONE QUTWARDLY VISIBLE DISTINGUISHING 
FEATURE OTHER THAN THE MOSTLY-RUBBED- 
(OFF SERIAL NUMBER IN FOUR POINT FONT ON 
THE INSIDE EDGE OF THE HIDDEN CONTROL 
PLATE, THAT 15 NO REASON TO SAY HURTFUL 
THINGS LIKE “THEY ALL LOOK THE SAME TO 
ME.” WE WONT LET IT HAPPEN AGAIN. 


SCHLOCK, IT DOESNT LOOK GOOD. 
FIFTEEN MINUTESLATER_ |} KEVYA'S BODY PICKED UP TOO 


MUCH HEAT, AND HIS BRAIN GOT 


THATS ALLE CAN JUST A LITTLE, UMM, 
DO, LIEUTENANT. QVERCOOKED, 


THE KIT SAYS IT CAN BEING 
HIM BACK. AND THERE MAY EVEN BE A 
SHADOW GF THE OLD KEVIN THERE, 
NG BUT MOSTLY HE'D BE A VEGETABLE 


| don't care. He was i} | Guys, I've got great news! 
my Friend. take care] | Havyn capiad himsale 
of Tenrneee if that's} ) using a wormgate! He's 


zi ), 
Ns 
THE DROOL. WOULD BE 


ALITTLE AWKWARD 
"AT MEAL-TIMES, YEAH. 


THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT KEVYN IS 
STILL ALIVE. THE BAD NEWS IS 
THAT WE CANT GET BACK TO THE 
SHIP RIGHT NOW, SO WE'RE ON OUR 
(OWN FOR A BIT. 


THERE'S MORE 6000 NEWS, 
THOUGH. WE'RE MUCH 
‘SAFER HERE THAN ON THE 
SHIP, SINCE IT MAY BE 
DESTROYED AT ANY 
MOMENT. 


We need to work 
on your brieFing 
skills, lieutenant. 


‘OF COURSE, THAT 
HINTS AT THE 
EXISTENCE OF 
‘MORE BAD NEWS. 


When do we get 
to the part where 
you tell us what Co 

shoot at? 


Los review our assets, 
in case we ara without 
a ship to roturn to. 


We've got eight heavy tanks, | find For currency, 


ff Ue have six special 


Forces grunts with assorted f, 
fight and medium ranged weapons, 
and a special Forces sergeant’ 


Who fells us he's worthless, 
50 we'll just leave him here 
to wait For the star to 

Va explode, 


‘You COULD SELL 
ME INTO SLAVERY, 


‘Sergeant, I'm feaving your) | D'YOU HAVE ANY 
unit under EIF's command 7 (HEAVY WEAPONS 
until we can up ered 
Commander Findreyasn. Lost, SCHLOCK? 


| Founel two multi-cannons Chat 
Still work, bus I'm havin 
Fitting them in my mouth 


trouble 


Our orders are to get 
‘out of the system. 
Hopefully, The captain 
will meet up with us 
after his current 
‘engagement. 


We're gaing to ‘port 
20,000 light-years 
down the galactic arm 
and pick Havyn up. 


I'm not going to say anything 
like “this will be @ milk-run” oF 
“we don't expect any trouble 
on this trip." 


‘BUT WE DONT 
EXPECT ANY 
TROUBLE, ON 

THIS TRIP, RIGHT? 


You're going to 
coor us al! 


GAY, TRINIKO... MY NO THANKS, KEVYN. IT'S 
‘TROOPS ARE COMING ABIT TOO DANGEROUS 
TO PICK ME UP. FOR MY TASTES. 


YOU'RE WELCOME TO. 
COME ALONG, THIS 

HeRceNAY COMPANY Caney) 
USE SOME GOOD THINKERS, 


‘OH, COME ON GAV! YOU'VE 
‘GOT WHAT, NINE-HUNDRED| 
AND FIFTY MILLION LIVES 
TOLIVE RIGHT NOW? 


‘SURE, BUT THIS ONE DOESN'T WANT) 
0 GET SHOT. FEEL FREE TO GO. 
RECRUITING AMONG THE REST OF 
ME ON YOUR OWN TIME. 


‘SO YOU SAW WHAT! ‘There was an unholy gouge: 
HALFWAY DOWN THE HAPPENED AFTER I running the length oF bhe room, pe dead, 
WESTERN SPIRAL ARM, COPIED MYSELF (results, Very| | ancl ‘guys were, well, 700, You know. 
THERE IS A REUNION: sort of splattered 

IN PROGRESS. 


Kevan! It's 
to see you in 


You were 


RIGHT? 


78, 


"MY NEW FIRST RULE OF 

‘ADVANCED WEAPON TESTING: 

MAKE A BACKUP OF YOURSELF 
"BEFORE OPENING FIRE. 


SCANS SHOW IWE'RE HOW LONG I$ THIS MISSILE ORILL 
CLEAR, CAPTAIN. SEAL II] GOING TO TAKE, CAPTAIN? TVE 
UP, AND SIT TIGHT. GOT A CAKE GOING THAT NEEDS 


ATTENTION. 


Er ROGER THAT, [THAT DEPENDS ON 
PETEY, EVERYONE 1S HOW THE DRILL 
"ACCOUNTED FOR, GOES, SERGEANT. 


IF WE BOTCH THE MISSILE 
DRILL, WE'LL BE TRYING OUT 
THE DAMAGE CONTROL’ 
DRILL, AND T'M WILLING TO 
BET YOU'LL HAVE TO JUST 
WRITE OFF THAT CAKE 
ALTOGETHER, 


CAPTAIN, THE DRONES HAVE 
ISOLATED A MISSILE. 1M. 
ERINGING iT 


THIS DRILL... SHOULD 1 
BE PRAYING FOR... UM.. 
SUCCESSFUL DRILLING? 


TT NOW KNOWS HOW TO TAKE THINGS 
“APART VERY, VERY QUICKLY HOPEFULLY 
BEFORE THEY CAN EXPLODE, 


THE BREACHER MISSILE IS MADE TO THINK 
ITS NOT THROUGH THE SHIELDS YET. THE 
COMPLEX GRAVITICS IN BAY FOUR FOOL IT 
LONG ENOUGH FOR FABBY TO GET IN CLOSE 
WITH HIS NIFTY NEW SET OF TOOLS. 


SORRT ICH VOR TIE SOUNDS: 
the Wet seeusr Fora | 
iit Moe 


& 


‘TROUBLE. I BET MY 
‘CAKE FELL, ANYWAY. 


Of COURSE, IF 
TAKE ON INSPE 


THREE ANG FOUR 15 
UNDER COMPLETE 
CONTROL ALREADY, 


LIEUTENANT! GET YOUR| 
MEN TO BAYS THREE AND | 
FOUR FOR DAMAGE CONTROL! 


og ERE FO 


BAYS THREE AND 
FOUR ARE GONE?! 


FORTUNATELY THE BAW 
SHIELDING HELO LONG 


1d 
UR SHIELDS AND 
COMPARTMENTALIZE 
THe DAMAGE. 


1 GUESS THAT'S GOOD. 
WORK, THEN. DID WE 
LEARN ANYTHING FROM 
THAT MISSILE? 


NOTHING | WOULDN'T 
PREFER TO HAVE LEARNED 
BY WATCHING SOMEONE 
ELSE TRA TO TAKE iT 
APART. 


ain THE ENEMY ANTI-PORT| | WHERE DID YOU GET THIS WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, GENERAL, YOU] 
‘ABOARD THE UNS CARRIER DUBLIN }| DRONES WILL ALLOW L| INFORMATION, GENERAL? Com ACHOSS AS VERY. VERY SLY 
; TERAPORTING, PROVIDED. IAT WAY, 
(GENERAL, THIS DON'T WORRY, ; 
/SWARM OF MissiLeS \) CAPTAIN, | THE INITIAL PATTERN OF 
JAND DRONES HAS US)_S some OF OUR | SPATIAL DISTORTION 


MATCHES A VERY 
INTELLIGENCE EFFORTS 
HAVE PAID OFF. | COMPLEX KEY. 


"MY CRITICS FORGET THAT 


(INTELLIGENCE EFFORTS, SLIME IS A DEFENSIVE 
TERAPORT PROCEDURE THAT bi (CAPTAIN. DONT TROUBLE LUBRICANT. SLIMY CREATURES 
‘SHOULD ALLOW US TO ESCAPE. YOURSELF WITH THE DETAILS. ‘ARE DIFFICULT TO CATCH. 


I'VE GOT BAD NEWS, GENERAL. WE REPROGRAMMED THREE | | HAD WE ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE | | SOMEHOW, CAPTAIN, V—! AU CONTRAIRE, 


YOUR INTELLIGENCE EFFORTS TERAPEDOES WITH THESE | | USING THESE CODES, YOU AND 1] | WHEN YOU SAY WITH) GENERAL... INTEND 
DID NOTPAY OFF. THE SOURCES) (‘SAFE PASSAGE’ CODES OF || WOULD OTH BE SMEARS OF © | ALL DUE RESPECT,’ | J EVERY WHIT OF THE 
YOU SEEM TO BE PROTECTING. YOURS, ALL THREE UNITS | | MONATOMIC DUST RIGHT NOW.) || DON'T THINK YOU | RESPECT THAT YOU 


SEEM TO WANT US DEAD. WERE COMPLETELY 


INTEND ANY RESPECT) ARE ACTUALLY QUE. 


by MID~"PORT. 


“CAND WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, 
THINK YOUR SMEAR WOULD. 
SE SLIMIER THAN MINE WOULD. 


1 NEVER SAID WHERE. | SAID WHAT_IT'S NOT 
MY FAULT THAT YOUR MEN TORE ‘TARGET 
ECHO’ APART, WHEN THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN) 
TRYING TO DRAG IT HOME. 


GET'S REVIEW OUR DEAL, SHALL WE? YOU, 
OFFERED ME_A 'WIN-WIN” SCENARIO, 
PROMISING TO STOP THIS WAR AFTER A 
SINGLE BUUTHANDI WAS DESTROYED, 
USING INFORMATION THAT 
WOULD ALLOW You 
TO OVERTURN THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF 
HUMAN SPACE - NO 
DOUBT FOR YouR 
OWN PROFIT. 


LORD P'D'K'TAG, THE 
CODES YOU GAVE ME DID’ 
NOT WORK! I'M TRAPPED 
IN THIS SYSTEM! 


‘AT ANY RATE, 
TVE DECIDED TO. 
STOP THE WAR BY 
DESTROYING ALL THE 
COMBATANTS. IT'S A MORE 
TRADITIONAL, "WIN-LOSE 
SCENARIO. YOU GET TO LOSE. 


BUT I NEVER GOT THATS 
INFORMATION! IT WASN'T 
WHERE YOU SAID IT WOULD BE! 


SO YOU'VE BETRAYED ME MY POINT WAS THAT ['M || RELEVANCE IS A MATTER] FROM MY PERSPECTIVE, 
THEN... GIVEN ME BOGUS NO LONGER MOTIVATED |] OF PERSPECTIVE, My iN 
PASSAGE CODES? TO HELP YOu, THE 


THE GALAXY WILL BE A BETTER 


THE CODES | GAVE = 

YOU WERE GOOD. IF THEYRE 
[THEY NO LONGER WoRK, RELEVANT TO ME, YOU 
THAT'S NOT MY FAULT. BACKSTABBING DEMON! 


THINGS ARE NOT GOING WELL FOR THE MERCENARY 
SUPERFORTRESS POST-DATED CHECK LOAN. PETE” 
HAS TAKEN HEAVY DAMAGE, AND DESPITE His USE a ‘ 
OF COLLATERAL DAMAGE IN UNCONSCIONABLE| A 
AMOUNTS, HE HAS THUS FAR FAILED To avorD ir 
BEING HERDED (ALONG WITH THE SURVIVING 70% OF 
THE FIRST ALLIANCE NAVY) INTO THE KILL-ZONE BY 
THE SWARM OF ENEMY MUNITIONS. 


NOTE TO SCI-FI PURISTS: THE SOUND EFFECT IN THES PANEL 
WAS PROVIDED FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE F'SHERL-GANNI 
a ABOARD THE HABITAT PETEY USED AS A SHIELD, RATHER THAN 


‘FROM, THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE READER. NO EMAIL, PLEASE. 


CARTAIN, | AM HA HA... THE FLEET 
PICKING UP A CODES CHECK GUT. 1T'5) 
OISTRES5 Freetiric. are vou] | THE ALLIANCE FRIGATE, 


1 CAN SHOVE 


IT IN BAY TWO 
WITHOUT ENDANGERING 
Ud. ORDERS, CAPTAIN, 


SIGNAL. jm suge 11's Not Our | | SARASOTA. 
DISTRESS SIGNAL? 


Potay! T heard you were 
trying to catch missiles 
Dangerous business, there, 


THAT'S WHY YOU |} T heard. Anyway, it occurred 9] Nope. Tr T successfully caught THREE anti-teraport 
ARE NOT PARKED || to mo that you were going catch a missile | drones, though. Help me take them apart, 
IN BA THREE OR ]1 about it all wrong. would be stupid. | and I bot wo can all ‘port to safoty. 


V 


OH? AND | 
"ORD, 


CAUGHT A Misa ING. TH 
i551 
TH THAT FRIGATE? SRS STU eA, 


‘ADMIRAL BREVA GETS A CALL 
FROM THE UNS CARRIER DUBLIN 


‘ADMIRAL. IT LOOKS LIKE) 
THE FLEET 1S DOOMED. 
YOU'VE KILLED US ALL. 
CONGRATULATIONS. 


TDON'T WANT 70 8E THE 
REPOSITORY OF YOUR LAST 
‘WORDS, GENERAL XINCHUB. 


‘OH, THESE AREN'T MY LAST WORDS. BEFORE | 
DIE, 'M GOING TO SEE TO IT THAT THE 
POLITICAL POWERS THAT PUT YOU IN. 
CHARGE ARE ALL HELD ACCOUNTABLE 

FoR YOUR Geass 

INCOMPETENCE. 


a 

IFT KNOW THE MEDIA, 

‘YOUR NAME WILL BECOME 

ANATHEMA, AND YOUR FAMILY WILL BECOME 
‘TARGETS FOR EVERY BEREAVED WACKO AND 
EXILED POWERMONGER IN HUMAN SPACE. 


‘#SIGH*... THE REST OF THE 
FLEET DOESN'T HAVE TO 
INCLUDE THE DUBLIN, 
DOES IT? 


Admiral, Patay just 
transmitted to ma a 
feraport sequence 
that will allow the 
Fast to escape. 


E 

£7 only iF you 
WW don't Fee! good about 
A killing an entire carrier 
to be rid of the Fat man. 


Shall T 
rotransmit to the 
rest of tha Foot? 


I7, -, DON'T LET THE T'OKUITH 

BLOW JUST YET. WE WANT TO 
GET EVERY LAST_ONE OF THEM. 
THE SIMULTANEOUS ANNIHILATION 
OF THEIR ENTIRE FLEET IS AN 
EVENT THAT WILL INDELIBLY 
ETCH OUR SUPREMACY 
IN THEI MINDS 
Bt SHOULD THEY 
THINK TO TRY 
ATTACKING 
US AGAIN. 


LORD P'D'K'TAG, 90% 
OF THE ENEMY FLEET 
IS IN POSITION. 


UH-OH... THEY JUST 
TERAPORTED OUT OF 
THE SYSTEM... EVERY 
LAST ONE OF THEM. 


DO YOU THINK THAT NARROWLY 
ESCAPING WITH THEIR LIVES WILL 
INDELIBLY ETCH OUR SUPREMACY 
IN THEIR MINDS? ppg Ti DOESN'T 
WG] SEND THE SAME 

WESSAGE, NO. 


I'M NOT USUALLY ONE TO SPECULATE ON 
MILITARY MATTERS, BUT WHEN A DOG THIS 
LIPPED, AND THE FLAGSHIP. BIG HAS ITS TAIL DOWN THERE, IT'S 

UNS, WARSHIPS RETURNED FROM POINTS | ATHENS HAS NOT RETURNED. | BECAUSE SOMEBODY KICKED I IN 
UNKNOWN TODAY, MANY WITH HEAVY | WHEREVER THIS FLEET HAS BEEN, | AND THE TAIL IS STUCK. 


DAMAGE. WE GO NOW TO OUR MILITARY _|IT GAME HOME WITH ITS TAIL 
LRN (if 


|HI PETER. THE BRASS AROUND 
HERE ARE BEING PRETTY TIGHT- 


TONIGHT'S TOP STORY: WERE THEY 
(MILITARY EXERCISES, OR AN ILLEGAL 
FIRST- STRIKE MISSION? A FLEET OF 


GOOD EVENING, I’ 
PETER CARUTHERS, 
‘AND YOU ARE 
WATCHING HN3, THE 
HYPERNET NEWS: 


‘CORRESPONDENT, PONJU ‘GUNNY” poxoery BETWEEN ITS LEGS. 
HOW 00 YOU GET A 


STRUTHPOK, ar 
(METAPHOR LIKE THAT OUT 
<= OF ‘NO COMMENT?! 


HN? the HYPERNET 
NEWS NETWORK 


PETER, ALTHOUGH THE FLEET 
BRASS WON'T TALK TO US, WE) 
HAVE LEARNED THAT THEY 
EMPLOYED AT LEAST ONE 
MERCENARY UNIT. 


CAPTAIN, WITH THE U.N.S, BRASS 
$0 SILENT, WHY ARE YOU COMING 
FORWARD? 


‘CAPTAIN KAFF TAGON HAS) 
AGREED TO SPEAK WITH Us] 
‘ON AMAZING CONDITIONS, 
OF NON-ANONIMITY. 


IT'S SIMPLE, REALLY. THE 
‘TARPAYERS HAVE A RIGHT 
TO KNOW WHERE THEIR 
MONEY IS BEING SPENT. 


FOR INSTANCE, NONE OF 


OKAY, OKAY! 
ITHAS YET BEEN SPENT IN 


YOULL GET 


REMUNERATION FOR THE PpATO, NOW CALL 


OFF THE PRESS 
CONFERENCE! 


‘SERVICES MY COMPANY 
‘SO PATRIOTICALLY 


‘CAPTAIN, WE NEED TO GET 
(OUT OF THE SYSTEM ASAT 1 AGREE. NOW THAT 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. [I'VE BLACKMAILED THE 
UN.S, BRASS INTO 

PAYING US, IT'S 

TIME TO GO. 


LET'S GO_VERY FAST, SIR. THE 
LAST TIME YOU BLACKMAILED, 
‘THE UNS. INTO PAYING US, 
‘THEY PUT “SHOOT ON SIGHT 
‘ORDERS INTO EFFECT, 
‘SHOULD OUR SHIP EVER SHOW] 
UP IN SOL SYSTEM AGAIN, 


RIGHT, RIGHT. I KNOW. BUT] TRUE. BUT NOW THAT WE'VE 

WHEN WE CONTRACTED TO] BEEN PAID, OUR CONTRACT 1S 

BE PART OF THEIR FLEET, -] OVER, AND WE'RE TECHNICALLY, 

THOSE ORDERS AGAINST’ | NO LONGER A PART OF pe=rey 

US WERE SUSPENDED. I i 
GET US OUT OF 


THE SYSTEM NOW| 


‘CAPTAIN, I'M GLAD WE GOT THE ORIGINAL AMOUNT |] NOT ONLY CAN WE MAKE J] | THOSE BENEFITS DI 1 CLONED MYSELF. 
TO SEE YOU AGAIN. YOU AND BREYA AGREED ON, AND || PAYROLL FOR THE NEXT ‘ARE ONLY PAYABLE) ) WHAT CLOSER KIN 
THE UNS. HONORED THE EXPENSE J | THREE MONTHS, SUT WE ) || TO THE NEXT OF 7 ( COULD I POSSIBLY 
CLAUSE. THEY ADVANCED US A CAN PAY OUT PROPER KIN, KEVIN. HAVE THAN ME? 
‘COOL CHUNK OF CHANGE FOR COMBAT BONUSES, TOO. 
DOWN-TIME EXPENSES WHILE WE 
REPAIR THE SHIP. 


TWOULD HAVE PICKED 
YOU UP SOONER, SUT I WHAT ABOUT 
HAD TO COLLECT OUR PAY. Z | DEATH BENEFITS? 


WITH TAGON, KEVYN, AND THE 
REST OF THE CREW SAFE, THERE 
ARE JUST A COUPLE OF LOOSE ENDS 

THAT REMAIN TO BE TIED UP. 

THERE IS, AFTER ALL, THE LITTLE oe 
MATTER OF A STAR EXPLODING ‘ » i 

a ee , 
THAT NEEDS TO BE LOOKED INTO. METAPHOR: 


THE SPHERE SUPERSTRUCTURE THAT KEPT STELLAR 

MATERTAL FROM INTERFERING WITH THE TOROIDAL 

FEEDER GATE IS GONE, BUT THE GRAVITIC CONTROLS 
M STATIONED IN KUIPER ORBIT REMAIN. 


A THE TOROID COLLAPSES, BUT RATHER THAN BEING 
r . CONVERTED TO ENERGY, THE CONTROLLED COLLAPSE 
> : EMITS A GRAVITATIONAL PULSE THAT RIPS THE STAR 


IN HALF. IT IS A TRULY FASCINATING PROCESS. 


IT IS ALSO A PROCESS YOU DO NOT Hf 
WANT TO WATCH FROM UP CLOSE. WE'VE 
BACKED WAAAAAY UP, JUST IN CASE. 


‘NOTE: THE BACKING UP IS NOTA 
TRANSPARENT EFFORT TO MAKE 
THINGS EASTER ON THE ARTIST. 


‘FROM THIS DISTANCE, IT'S KIND OF HARD TO TELL THAT THE 
RESUL TING INCREASE IN STELLAR RADIATION PROPELLED THE 
STELLAR SAIL FRAGMENTS, DRAGGING SOME NINE TRILLION 

F'SHERL-GANNI TO SAFETY, INSTEAD OF INCINERA TING THEM. 


THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN QUITE 
DIFFICULT TO RENDER, BUT AS 
STATED BEFORE, WE BACKED UP 
FOR SAFETY, NOT EASE-OF-ART. 


DON'T MAKE ME 
REACH FOR THE 
WuITE-OuT, 


WELL, WE'RE OFFICIALLY poo I'D LIKE EVERYBODY TO GIVE SOME |] T had an idea that I] | YOU NEVER SAID ANYTHING Jay Ie turns out 
BETWEEN CONTRACTS THOUGHT TO WHAT SORT OF WORK ABOUT SELLING IM. YOU 
WE CAN Be DOING waite sareiy || Validated uesterday |) TOLD We you WERE ine Sincere 


FAECUTING MAIOR REPAIRS. || whan I sold Goneral || growin sa, deposit. 
Flanders into slavery 


It's simpla, really. We 
haven't gotten around 
fo Forrying these gate- 
clone refugees 
anyuhora. 


T'm not suggesting 
ahuthing @3 controversial 
‘as ransoming thom. T 
just think we should do 
some homework First. 


Instead of automatically peers ahah faa 
tai 

torge lara sa some af” ||PAYARASOM pl not ube T 
tham might be worth mora iF Imaant. 
they were taken, say, 
someplace 2l50. 


T'm nat talking about 
ransoming people back to 
their Fanilios, 


T'm a Former bounty-huntor. I'm 
talking about checking to seo if 


THAT'S ACTUALLY A PRETTY, 
FAIR IDEA, ONCE YOU GET, 
USED TO THE ODD 


DISTINCTION. ardour ts tha 


distinction 


IT'S NOT OKAY FOR US TO SELL A GUY BACK 
‘TO THE PEOPLE WHO LOVE HIM, SUT IT'S 
JUST FINE FOR US TO SELL HIM TO A BODY 
POLITIC THAT WANTS TO INGARCERATE 
HIM OR EXECUTE HIM? 


MANUAL OPERATION UNDER 
‘THE INFLUENCE... WHAT A 
LOSER. 


T ran a quick 
search, and I 
alroady got a 
possible hit. 


One of our 1 
refugee clones bel 
is wanted For vehicular 
homicide and MOUT. 


There's just one litte 
hitch. His original has 
already bean caught. 


YOU'RE HOPING THAT A 
‘CONFUSED BUREAUCRACY 
CAN BE MADE TO PAY THE 
BOUNTY TWICE® 


Caught and 
executed. 


‘MY RECORDS SHOW 
‘POLICE HEADQUARTERS, THAT WE'VE ALREADY 
HOGAN CITY, EUROPA, PAID FOR THE CAPTURE 

OF MISTER SKAROSH, 


p 


Wf SKAROSH, YOU SAY? 


find yet here he is 
again. Do you want 
him, or shall T turn 
him foosa on an 
unsuspecting 
society? 


WATCHED HIS EXECUTION ON 
HNG-GEISLY TWO NIGHTS AGO. 

T bot the commissioner 

will want to question him 

on his escape From fra. 


THE RECORD STATES, HOWEVER, | WE CAN'T TRY YOU A 
TODAYS MORAL DILEMAIA: WHAT ) Ine ONCE! TRE LAW SANS YOU | THAT WE SENTENCED YOUR CLONE | SECOND TIME, SUT WE 


‘YOU DO WITH THE CLONE OF | Cant TO DEATH ON EACHOF THE TWO ¢ CAN KILL YOU AGAIN. 
He CANT TRY ME FOR THE SAME } CouNTS AGAINST TOU. SINCE YOU 


‘A CONVICTED MURDERER? WERE "GATE: CLONED AF Tex YOUR 
‘COMMISSION OF 
MISTER SEAROSH, THE HOMICIDE, THE CONVICTION AND 
‘THE SENTENCE CAN BE JUSTLY 
CASE PRESENTS US APPLIED TO YOU. 
WITH A FASCINATING E 


PRECEDENT. 
as) 


YOUR APPEALS 
N THE FIRST TIME 
\) AROUND. SORRY. 


tl : 


THE REPERCUSSIONS OF THE ASSAULT 
ON THE BUUTHANDI ARE MANY. FOR 
STARTERS, GALACTIC TRADE IN THE 
WESTERN SPIRAL ARM SUFFERS BECAUSE 
AN ENTIRE STREAM OF WORMGATES NO 
LONGER WORKS, LEAVING NEARLY 20,000 
STAR SYSTEMS DISCONNECTED. 


THE CULTURAL ASSIMILATION OF TWENTY BILLION 
GATE-CLONE REFUGEES IS ALSO NON-TRIVIAL, IT 
GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT MORE THAN A FEW 
REUNIONS ARE UNPLEASANT. 


THE IMPACT OF 950 MILLION GAV- 
CLONES RESULTS IN SOME MINOR 
ECONOMIC REALIENMENTS, 


‘AMONTH AGO WE COULD HARDLY, 
GIVE THE STUFF AWAY. NOW 
OOH, HONEY! T) (iF TT RHYMES WITH 'GLEESOME, || | THERE ISN'T A PINT” OF THIS 
JUST HAD A "ANTIQUE~STYLE" GUINNESS, 
GREAT IDEA, OVER. )} | WITHIN A MILLION MILES; 

OF HERE, 


ATOMS APART FOR THIS =e 
TRIP. WE CAN JUST 


VACATION ON MARS 


ey (33 
PLACE. y RAISE THE PRICE, QUICK. 
eo. ASE THe Pace, GUICK 


THE EXTENT OF THE IMPACT] 
(OF THE TERAPORT WARS ON| 
GALACTIC SOCIETY BECOMES| 
THE SUBJECT OF COUNTLESS| 
DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS. 
SOME ARGUE THAT NOT ONE| 
ASPECT OF MODERN CULTURE] 
15 UNCHANGED. OTHERS ARE| 
QUICK TO JUMP IN AND SAY| 
“YEAH, BUT SINCE EVERY- 
THING CHANGES ANYWAY, 
ITS PRETTY STUPID TO SAY| 
EVERYTHING CHANGED. 
MEAN, DUH.” 


‘DUM, INDEED. THES IS NOTA 
DISSERTATION. THIS I5. 


Till ba back in twenty minutes, 
Sergeant. Blease don't Fire your 
purchases inside the store 


QUICK TRIP TO THE PLANET] 


MERCENARY OUTLET STORE. 


CANT HELP YOU Wy) 
FIND SOMETHING? 


PLANET MERCENARY DOESN'T 
CARRY THAT LINE ANYMORE. 


Yeah... where's 
the BH-2092 


YOU'LL BE 
WANTING THE 
NEW AP=120 | 


DON'T LET THE SIZE FOOL YOU. THIS 
BABY IS POWERED BY A DEUCE-FIFTY 
ANNIE-PLANT, RIGHT IN THE GRIP. 
THAT OLD MICROUSION TECH WAS 
HEAVY, MESSY, AND PRONE TO. 
CRITICAL FAILURE, STROHL'S NEW AP- 
SERIES HAS TEN TIMES THE POWER 
‘OUTPUT WITH MUCH LOWER RISK. 


‘AND BECAUSE IT USES 
DIRECT NEUTRONIUM 

ANNIILATION INSTEAD 
OF FUSION, IT'S EASIER 
ON THE ENVIRONMENT, 

DNTIL YOU 
FIRE IT, OF 


‘THE BEST PART, THOUGH, IS 
‘THAT THERE'S NO CYCLING 
‘TIME, PULL THE TRIGGER, 
AND IT STARTS SHAVING HOT 
PROTONS AT MAXIMUM BURH. 
FROM A COLD START. 


— 
THE ONLY THING YOU LOSE IS 
THAT 'OMMMINOUS HUMMM.” 


TF YOU'D LIKE, I CAN HAVE OUR SHOP GUYS 
MOUNT IT IN A B1G, ROUND CASE WITH SOME 


SPEAKERS. 


ARMS DEALER, KNOW 
THY MARKET. 


Can you make 


another 
cannon, 


asa 


THERE iSN'T TIME. 
FOR iT, ALL FAGGER 
CYCLES ARE GOING 
TOWPRO REPAIRS, 


Can | check out a ING ON... YOU AREN'T 
ANNING ANG EXTORTION 
ME, ARE YOU? 


hulcuster, then? 


TF | was, would 
that convince you 
to make anther 
Plasgun For me2 


PETEY TOLD ME YOU WERE 
DOING SOMETHING WITH A 
HULLCUTTER? 


| made a matchin 
pair oF sawed-oFf 
mubicannons, 


SCHLOCK, THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF THE 
BARREL 1S AN INTEGRAL PART OF A 
MULTICANNON, PLASMA COUPLINGS AND. 
APERTURE CONTROLS ARE GONE, THERE'S 
NO AUTOTRACKING... THOSE WEAPONS 
ARE NOW A MENACE TO ANYONE STANDING. 
WITHIN A HUNDRED METERS OF YOU. 


Perfect. I'm goin 
for incicetion 
value, here. 


1'D BE MORE 
COMFORTABLE IF 
YOU STRAPPED 
GRENADES TO 
YOUR CHEST. 


Sounds like | 
cub the barre! 
ne the 

right place, 
then. 


WILL YOU AT LEAST LET ME ‘OR MINE. OR ANY FACE WE 

HAVE A LOOK AT THOSE: GHOSE TO WAME: Ero 

WEAPONS BEFORE YOU 

START CARRYING THEM? Fi 

i 
‘You mean so. wy o 

we're sure they S 
Wor’ Blow up in L¢¥ 
Z 


my Face? 


‘SO REATTACHING THE 
BITS YOU CUT OFF 
ISN'T AN OPTION, 
THEN 


OKAY, I THINK FSGRUJ J THE AUTOTRACKING HAS BEEN DISABLED, | || So | can Hook up UMMM, GIVE ME 

PVE COTA THe Ene Ie CAUTERIZED THE PLASMA BLECDS AND | | he Feetier and That BAC 

CRITICAL PATHS IREMOUNTED THE BEAM APERTURE. YOU || Fire breacher PLEASE. ‘Oh, hang on, 

outed AIO CaN USE ANY PUNCTIONS OF THIS WEAPON a ol bia pans 

NEUTRALIZED. WITH HIP ACCURACY AT SHORT RANGE, AND rounds |Full-eucoe £ Mees 
TrWoN'r EX°LODE 


Captain, since Petey —" | customized this pair oF PETEM! CAN YOU SPARE A 
is busy ‘with repairs, [multicannons myself, Chowah, x FABBER OR TWO TO MAKE 
and can't make stuff eq so | should be just Fine ‘THE SERGEANT A PROPER 
For us, I've been 
without a plasgun. 


PLASGUN? 


‘ALL YOU DID WAS TAKE A 
HULLCUTTER TO THE BARRELS, 


YOU DIDN'T EVEN 
POINT THEM AT HIM) 


1ERE'S YOUR NEW i OON'T BELIEVE. 
Wrat co you TERE. 


ASGUN, SERGEAN’ 
YOU CONT Chirk Coverite SUCH FUNC, 


i 


Are ( 
FOLKS OUST FINE WITHOUT CASE, "VES, 
THAT HOMEMADE WEAPONRY. OVERKILL! 


WITH EXTENSIVE REPAIRS ONGOING, THE 
(MULTIPURPOSE FABRICATION FACILITIES 
(OF THE MERCENARY SUPERFORTRESS POST- 
DATED CHECK LOAN ARE MAXED OUT. 


THEY HAVE NO BANDWIDTH TO SPARE 
FOR THE DAILY COMPLEXITY COMMONLY 
REFERRED TO AS PROVISIONING. 


Y, SERGEANT. 
WE'RE OUT, 


I NEED TO MAKE A. 
SHOPPING TRIP, BUT 

THERE'S NO _COSTCLUB 
OUTLET IN THIS SYSTEM. 


We don't have to shop at 
Cosiclus, Most civitzed 


systems have more than 
one place where you can 
‘buy Food, you know. 


YOU CAN HOLO OUT A COUPLE OF 
DAYS FOR A COSTCLUB RUN. BESIDES, 
IF I DON'T GET ANOTHER 3200 
FREQUENT SHOPPER 

POINTS THIS MONTH, 

TILL LOSE MY: 

SUBSCRIPTION 

TO ‘ARMORED 


If | don’t get my Ovalqwik] | AH. ADDICTION. RIGHT. THERE'S 

Fix Codtay youl wish you 5) A DISCOUNT GROCER DOWN IN 
1d chef. CHUBA, BUT IT'S NOT IN A VERY 

NICE NEIGHBORHOOD. 

V, 


Were an armoret 


‘Sorry to interrupt, 
Commander. May |’ please 
have permission to take my 
squad with the chef on a 
Quick "black op” 


‘SERGEANT, THE WHOLE POINT 
‘OF ABLACK OP 1S THAT YOU 
DON'T TELL ANYBODY YOU'RE 
RUNNING IT. 


GET BACK IN 
HERE, YOU. 


‘Never mind then. 


EXPLAIN YOURSELF, SERGEANT. 
WHAT'S THIS BLACK OP" YOU 
WANT TO RUN WITH CHEF 
CHVORTHOT 


TE’s kind of a 
shopping trip. 


THE KIND WHERE YOU LEAVE THE: 
STORE WITHOUT PAYING? 


LIT No, we plan to 
(pay For everything 


BUY BLACK MARKET 
‘CONTRABAND? 


‘SO YOU'RE MAKING A 
EER RUN, AND YOU 
WANT PERMISSION TO) 
GALLIT A BLACK OP? 


FINE. PERMISSION 


GRANTED. 


ican we bring 
some tanks: 


Hl, OO YOU HAVE ANY WHOA, YOU'RE NOT | | OON'T WORRY. I'VE J] | TALK LIKE THAT, MISTER, AN’ 
REALLY BIG SHOPPING ‘KIDDING. | HOPE YOU'RE |] GOT PLENTY OF. YOU'RE GONNA END UP WITH 
CARTS? T'VE GOT KIND NOT PLANNING ON | | CASH ON Me, PLENTY OF ATTENTION, AN’ 
OF A LONG SHOPPING J (PAYING WITH AN OUT- 

List Topay. OF-TOWN CHECK. 


&) 


(fe ! 
Ya THATS FING. 1'Ve HAD THE 


WRONG SORTS OF PEOPLE 
WATCHING MY BACK SINCE BEFORE I 
LANDED IN YOUR PARKING LOT, 


EIGHT SHOPPING CARTS 
FULL... YOU BOYS SURE WERE 
HELPFUL GETTING THIS LOAD, 
OUT TO MY RIDE. 


YOU DESERVE A 
TIP, 10 SAY. 


SN 


(ay 
eee 


HOPIN’ YOU'D Jus! 
\ANO US YER WALLET. 


THE LOOK ON THOSE | jue’ hope that 

CHERUBIC LITILE GANGSTA) J staring down the 

BOY FACES WAS PRICELESS! (pare! oF my plasgun 
Caught them a 
valiable lesson. 


HMMM... I THINK THEIR LESSON 
WAS VALUABLE, UNFORTUNATELY 
THE LOOK ON THEIR FACES 
WAS NOT PRICELESS. 


MY WALLET IS GONE. THE LOOK ON 
THEIR FACES WAS WORTH CLOSE TO 
TWENTY-ONE HUNDRED CREDITS. 


I OON' CARE 'BOUT THAT. YS 1 DOUBT THEY 


WHADOAYA MEAN YER WALLET'S 
GONE? HOW COULD DEY HAVE 
GOTTEN IT? 


SIMPLE MISDIRECTION. 
THEY PICKED MY POCKET 
WHILE WE WERE LOOKING 
"AT THE KNIFE AND WAVING 
ANOHELD ARTILLERY ABOUT. 


WELL LET'S TURN AROUND 
AN! GO GETCHER WALLET 


WALLET IS GONE 
‘AND THE CASH 
HAS BEEN SPENT. 


TLL JUS’ BEAT THE MONEY [SPENT TWENTY-ONE 
RIGHT BACK OUT OF ‘EM. fy HUNDRED CREDITS 


‘ON FOOD, 


‘And if the 
did, | don't 
want it back 


‘Technically, |LL- Kevyn won't be || TECHNICALLY, 2 OUGHT 
BACK ABOARD THEDR 


in Favor oF a |} TO REPORT TO WARRANT 
SENTIENT STARSHIP, P retaliatory 


OFFICER THURL, 
TWO SERGEANTS TRY . strike, though. } | BUT HE'LL Just 92 
TOCOME TO GRIPS. WANT TO CUT 
WITH THELOSS OF ¥ LOSSES... RIGHT SA 


THE GROCERY MONEY 4 OUT OF MY NEXT TEN 
DURING THE BEER RUN, Z PAYCHECKS, 


EE. 
50, 10 WHOM SHALL S 
WE BREAK THE NEWS: y 
ABOUT THE PICK- % 
POCKET? i Z 


We coud try Cleutenant YOURE ARGUING A 
Der Trihs, You MOOT POINT, 
know, exploit op YOUVE ALREADY 


‘You know, HAVEN'T YOU NOTICED THAT 
Commander NOI yy HERE'S LESS AND LESS OF 
Gio weed to LEY ooyr eyo, VOLENT oI IN 
be a bounty 


In HIM LATELY? HABAN, THAT AL. 
hunter. He might IN HIS HEAD, IS NOT LIKELY TO 
see bhings our SEE THINGS OUR WAY. 
way. 


Che Fact that REPORTED TO ME, 
the only way he 

can Find his butt is 
with an enemy boot. 


Just "cause you can 
eavesdrop on us, that 
doesn't make you an 
officer, Petey. Youre 
just our ship. 


THAT CUTS BOTH lM WORLDS SMARTER 
WAYS, PETEY, YOU TR pI HELY AONE ELE 
GET SENT INTO THE 

LINE OF FIRE, JUSTIA THAT 505 “OFFICER 
LIKE A GRUNT. RIGHT THERE. 


GEE, IF HE'S THAT SMART, AN? 
HE GETS SHOT AT, HE MIGHT 

QUALIFY TO BE A’ SERGEANT J here Bhat 
arrogant, thou 

ohare Fae 

Soh all the 

as rou 


CAPTAIN, | THINK 


We NEES TO 4 


i AEREAOY FUNCTION 
05 A KEY ADVISOR FOR) 
YOU. IT WOULD MAKE 
SENSE if i COULD 
RELAY ORDERS AS 
WELL. 


THE FIRST THING WE NEED | 
TODOIS STOP BEING 
GHILDISH ABOUT THIS, 


REVISIT Me 
STATUS WITH 
THE CREW, 


[TO SHUT UP, 
SERGEANT. 


the overblown’ 
ship Al. is reall 
saying is he wants 
to boss us around. 


S 
Hah. BOSS, 
US AROUND. 


He said it again. 


up. You're not 
the boss of me, 


PETEY HAS A POINT. AS THE A.L. You can't make 1AM NOT Me AVATAR. 1 
OF THE SHIP, HE FULFILLS MANY him an officer! AM STARSHIP SOME 
OF AN OFFICER'S ROLES. He's not real’ TINE Ve HUNDRED pT 
METERS WIOE-J Canitted that he's) 
Coo Fat For a 
proper wiform. 


BUT UNLESS I MAKE HIM A. 
TRUE OFFICER, HE CAN'T BE AS 


PETEY, I'M GOING TO GO. 
AHEAD AND TRY YOU OUT 
‘AS AN OFFICER. 


YOUR OFFICIAL RANK 
WILL BE ‘PROBATIONARY 
‘SPECIAL LIEUTENANT.” 


THAT IS SO 
UNCALLED For.| 


‘The captain | { OH WELL. LOOK || WITH ALL THAT DISCUSSION | | NOW THEN, z THEN AGAIN, FORGETFULNESS 

just made (ON THE BRIGHT |] OF COMMAND CHAINS, AND | | SERGEANTS. LETS IS NOT A COMMON TRAIT 

Petey an SIDE... }] WITH HIS NEW PROMOTION, | | TALK ABOUT FOR ARTIFICIAL 

officer. HE'S PROBABLY FORGOTTEN THI INTELLIGENCES, 
‘ALL ABOUT THE MISSING NEY Y 


This ‘bright 
side’ oF yours 
is gloomy and 


‘smelis Funny. 


MY FIRST ASSIGNMENT 


5 A NEW LIEUTENANT Je ‘ 
15 TO FIND A WAY TO 
RECOUP OUR LO55E5 
IN CHUGA. 
i 
: SS 


— 


THE SIMPLEST WAG 
TO GET OUR MONEw ES 


THEM TO PAY US WITH iT. 


You make it sound 
Tike we're going to 
fire ourselves oub to 
a gana of punk 


He's act the 7 
ana capa 

reeny hieutenant’ 
eam pat. 


HEY SWEETHEART. | FUNNY. | WAS 'BOUT TO ASK YOU 


SPARE A COUPLA 
Caenirs? 


PUNKS THE SAME THING, SEEMS 
‘YOU GRABBED A COUPLA 
THOUSAND CREDITS 

WHAT BELONGED TO 

AA FRIEND OF MINE. 


1 KNOW TIMES ARE ROUGH, THOUGH. 
| GOT THIS PROPOSITION FOR KOW | 
GAN EARN THE MONEY, 


WOO! SAY NO 
MORE, SWEET-FOeVA 


‘YOU GOT THAT EXACTLY 
WRONG, PENCIL-NECK. IT'S 
"SAY SWEET-CHEEKS NO 
MORE | DONT DO THAT. 
KIND OF WORK. 


‘LIEUTENANT ELF FOXWORTHY 

RETURNS FROM THE SURFACE. 
1.60 THE CONTRACT. 
WE'RE GONNA GET PAID BY 


THE ‘BUGS’ TO START AND: 
FINISH A GANG WAR. 


THE NAIVE LITTLE 
SNOTS TRIED TO TELL 
ME THAT HIRING 
‘MERCENARIES TO TAKE 
OUT THEIR RIVALS 
WOULD BE CHEATING. 


NAIVE INDEED. | | MEAN, IF NOBODY 
CHEATS, WHO WILL THE 

MERCENARIES OF THE 
UNIVERSE WORK FOR? 


(ON THE SURFACE, IN 
DOWNTOWN cHUBA 


. CHUK, MAN, Z STILL CAN'T 
MIA GeLLeve YOU'eE GONNA PAY 
THEM TO WIPE THE NAGS. 


YOU HeAgO Hee. THEY) J BESIDES, We've GOT 
NEEO THE MONEY, MONEY. 1°6 JUST LEKE 
‘ANO SF We WON'T, BUYIN’ A BETTER GUN, 
IGE THEM, THE ONLY YOU GET THe HAND 
NAGS MIGHT. 10 HOLO ZT, TOO. 


ANYWAY, THE NAGS AGE 
GOIN’ JOWN. I BET SCAB'S 
NEW MERCeNagy 
GECLFREENO COULO TAKE 
THEM ALL ON HERSELF. 


‘ACROSS TOWN, 
THE NAGS MEE} 


THE BUGS MAY THINK THEY'RE 
TOUGH, BUT I HIRED US SOME 
MILITARY BSGISTANCE... 


THE GAME IS MORE 
INTERESTING WHEN 
EVERYBODY CHEATS, 


SERGEANT, | NEEO TO) || ORDERS, SERGEANT. THINK YOULL BE || CHECK OUT THE MUCCLE 
ISSUE 2OU @. NON-LETHAL FORCE HAPPY WITH WHAT] | DIAMETER ON THE 
ONLY, SORRY. GOURE GETTING.) IMMOBIEIEER 


if 


Px (Nope: / 
weapore, work | [YP Arar shock 
Just Fine, thanks. | |@) By a lot of glue. 


Hey, EIF/ Check 
out the barrel on 
this baby! 


giant’ due pump For 


Petey EE me Chis 
non-lethal takedowns. 


‘YEAH, HE ISSUED 
IMMOBILIZER AUGHT- 
FIFTIES TO THOSE OF US 
WITH SMALLER HANDS, 


4 o| 


NO. HAVE YOU SEEN WHAT 
HE RETROFITTED WY. 
MINITANK WITH? 


Petey! | 
‘can make my 
hands bigger 
if | need to. 


1M GLAD YOU GUYS 
ARE GETTING BACK THE 
MONEY WE LOST, BUT 
TM A LITTLE WORRIED. 


ABOUT THIS 


BY HIRING OURSELVES OUT 
TO REMOVE OUR EMPLOYER'S 
RIVALS, ALL WE'RE DOING 1S 
CREATING A POWER VACLUM, 
TO BE FILLED WITH MORE 
THUGS AND GANG PLAYERS. 


Oe, 


‘Sounds ike 
you're worried 
‘about moral 
issues. 


Repeat after 
me: ‘morality 
Pays poorly.” 


OKAY, BOYS, LISTEN UP. EFF-OH-EFF. "FRIEND OR YEAH? WELL, THE SERGEANT]} |e could just 
THESE GaSe AE Er fe THEY eMTEY wo Hs MEKOONT KNOW f= shooe everybocty) YO BOYZ! 
- j, YOUR 'HOMEYZ’ COLORS and sort it out f 
WHO'S ON YOUR SIDE. FROM CRAPSTAINS. later. GOGGLES ON 


 We'ee A FAMBLY, 
LAOY. WE ALZEAOY KNOW | fke target TA 
‘OUR HOMEYZ’ COLORS. ich environments, 


$0 HOWCOME Y'ALL ‘2e 
ee BACK? cause pire 
Roe paying us enough For 

Us 60 be in Front, You 

and your "homeyz" just 

\(bait the ‘Naas’ and we'll 

do the rest. 


HEY, THERE’G GOME 
BUYS HANGING WAY 


BACK ON THEIR SIDE. 


CRAPITY-FLAPUACKE/, 


THE NAGS HIRED 
Mi 


That won't change a 
thing. Like | said, | 
prefer a target-rich 
environment. 


‘OPEN: FIELD COMBAT WITH NON-LETHAL 
‘RANGED WEAPONS SOUNDS DIFFERENT 
THAN CONVENTIONAL COMBAT DOES. 
"ALL UNITS, 
FIRE! 
os 


THERE'S FAR MORE PROFANITY, AND 
ITS MUCH LOUDER, WHAT WITH 


THE TOUGHS FINISH CLEANING UP AFTER 
A VICIOUS (THOUSH NON-LETHAL) BATTLE. 


‘That's the 
last oF ‘em 
“a 


OKAY. LET'S 
GET ON WITH 
THE LOOTING. 


YOU GUYS ARE SO YOU'RE GONNA LET 
RIPPING US OFF! ME AN’ My HOMEYZ 
WE PAID YOU TO 

WINS 


WWE OD Wi NOSULD Ce 
CONBETON Hes )) SREACH OF 
BEEN ELIMINATED. CONTRACT. 


YOU SEE, YOUR 
COMPETITION 
HIRED Us TO 
ELIMINATE YOU, 


ee OUTAT TING 


COMPLETE SINEEP. 


OH, THAT (6 JUST| you paveLe- | TIGe? COUNT, 
HSB! Y, 
SBEHETY-4SB! [cROSENG He BaERS | PEL Me I co wast WE YOU 


ARE GETTIN’ PAP | BeTAINeES, ‘GONNA PO WITH US? 


a tom LOCAL POLICE 
FORCE PAD Ud TO Wee eae 

q> TAKE BOTH YOUR 

LITTLE GANGS OUT 

OF THE PICTURE, 


IERCHANTS ASSOCIATION, [ THE CAMP FEES ARES || HOPEFULLY CAMP WikL 
HOOD WATCH, Te SEIT TLE 


How can we be out of 


SORRY, SERGEANT. THAT YOU UNSTICK ME FROM 
STORE IN CHUBA ONLY THIS BULKHEAD. HOW'S 
CeaRED. THE SMALL ANSP THAT SOUND? 
AN LY Wo 

‘Ant. goober rounds: 
Or THO Shoot’ First, ask For, 

Concessions later 

LZ 


WE'LL MAKE A COSTCLUB 
RUN JUST AS SOON AS. 


PETEY, WELCOME TO 
THE OFFICERS’ MESS. Frye FOOD 
ISNO BETTER THAN 

‘THE COMPANY MESS, 

BUT WE LIKE THE 

‘SHALLOW ELITISM, 


‘SOMETIMES WE NEED 

Serapaet exom THEN Ace i | SINCE ANY Tre OUP, 
t 

ENLISTED TROOPS. 6000 FoR | iT Ponte AD if (eRe 


NEXT T SUPPOSE 
YOU'RE GOING 
TO SAY YOU 
CAN'T DRINK 


WAR-STORY TIME! S\ WHAT'S THE |] THAT'S EASY. IT WAS BEFORE 
DER TRIKS, | THINK]? SCAREDEST || I SIGNED ON WITH TAGON.. 


rr {Of YOU'VE EVER 
T's YOUR TURN. 2] YOUNE EYEE | | hy UNIT GOT AMBUSHED BY 


(MY BRAIN WHILE 1 
WATCHED. 


WHAT ABOUT YOU, BUNNI? 
WHAT'S THE SCAREDEST. 
YOUVE BEEN? 


REMEMBER THE SNAFU ABOARD THE 
PRINCESS TYOLA? MY SCARIEST 
MOMENT WAS WAKING UP IN THAT 
MODIFIED CRYOKIT, AND STARING 
UP AT A VERY GUILTY-LOOKING 
‘SERGEANT SCHLOCK, 


YOU WERE THE FIRST 
ONE HE REVIVED. 
WERE YOU SCARED 
THAT YOU WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE TO SAVE 
THE REST OF US? 


NO. I REALIZED THE GOOD SERGEANT HAD 
BEEN LEFT ALONE FOR WHO KNEW HOW 


LONG WITH AN ENTIRE SPACE LINER FULL OF 


EXPENSIVE STUFF THAT COULD GET TAKEN. 
OUT OF MY PAYCHECK. 


LET'S PLAY 
SOMETHING 
ELSE NOW. 


OKAY, ELF, IT'S 
YOUR’ TURN, 


THAT WOULD 6& THE TIME i 
SPENT ITE SUBCECTIVE 


EONS TRAPPED WITH 
A GHOST INSIDE 
Mg’ PLUMBING. 


LET'S PLAY 
SOMETHING 


CEN ONCE NOT | B He 

‘ 2, (M NOT 
I'S NOT. WE GOTT: TO EVEN THINK THING Wt 

NO IT’S NOT. WE GOTTA) COUT TEE LES BETTING GOU 


GO SUICIDAL AGAIN 
Me EVENTUAL DEATH, [Sty AND KiLE US ALL. 


YO, PETEY! WHAT'S THE 


Ay'TBN 
ISCAREDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN? 


NONE OF US WANT TO DEB} | PROBAELY SHOULON'T) || BUT YOU IWANT ME | }] | CAN YOU D0 A HOLOVISION 
JUST TO HEAR A GHOST | TELL WOU ABOUT THE TO TELE iT ANGINAL.) | | REENACTMENT? 

STORY. WHAT ELSE YOU lg | MUTING iN ORGIT 

GOT FOR Us, PETEY2 AROUND TAUSE Vi 


WHEN HAVE YOU BEEN J 
REALLY apr” 


{TWAS ponmers Sa, 
HANO-TO-HAND iN’ THE 


CORRIDORS, ROOMS 
AINASH WITH BLOOD, 
NOT A FUN STORY. 


(oO EG aan Ae 
KSSTHRATA TROOPSHP iN 
ANO THE CAPTAIN Wes 
GETALING # GROUP sic) 
SWEEP iT, 
WWE WERE, AS ALWAYS, AT WAR 
WITH THE K55THRATA, 
i TWO RACES 


TES MOVED FAST. FASTER THANY 
T 


HEN. | SAN ee 7 ANYONE EXPECTED, AND iN MINUTES 
THOUSAND SEADCNNS OF SERVICE Bo( THERE WERE TEN THOUSAND K55THRATA 
GEFORE MY FINAL CAMPAIGN, ss SHOCK-TROOPS LOOSE INSIDE ME. 


CET 
CONFLICTING ORDERS, 
ANO | THOUGHT iT 

WAS OUST A 


g 5 ONLY GOO 
lOVICE, WHEN THERE 
i NO MALICE AFOOT. 


WHY ISN'T THIS RE- —" 
ENACTMENT MORE gu IT’5 A€AMOOD 
COLORFUL? 


rm THING. I Like 
1 MONOCHROME. 


YEAH2 IT AIN'T § 
WORKIN’ FOR ME. i 


oereee 


THAT i5 CORRECT, YOU CAN DO BETTER SIGH... é 
—<—5 oR ? INSUBORDINATION 
OKAY, SWORD. m 
LOYALTY HAS. Fe, fm PROBLEM, SWOK 
PASSED TO ME, 
CORRECT? 


COMMANDER, THE FLEET THEY DO. THEY ARE MBPOLITELY DECLINE. TELL ||! STILL THINK YOU TMM We’RE ALL VERY 
KNOWS WE'VE BEE PREPARED TO SEND THEM WE WILL HANDLE || KSSTHRATA ARE HAPPY YOU CAN 
BOARDED. 155 THEY KNOW) | BOARDING PARTIES SUTHIS. TELL THEM IT IS A]] UGLY AND SMELLY, 


PUT YOUR RACISM 
THE CAPTAIN (5 || TO,ASSIST US IN MATTER OF HoNoR|| OF CouRSE. 


KSSTHRATA, Oa ¢ ; 33 | 


HOW DOES THE FIGHTING]| | AM THE CAPTAIN NOW, J SWORD TELLS ME THEY ARE)| WOULD YOU LIKE IE TO SUMMARIZE 
60, FORETOOTH? FORETOOTH. Jor COURSE | LESS THAN TWO THOUSAND) | Tyis DIFFICULT ARITHMETIC 

FTHOSE LOVAL TO THE ROW. 

CAPTIIN REFUSE TO 


‘BND MY TEN THOUSAND 


NINE HUNDRED. 


DO NOT FORGET THE 
PRICE OF FAILURE, 
FORETOOTH. 

WE WILL NOT 


FAIL, CAPTAIN. 


FEW OF US MAY LIVE TO 
SEE SUCCESS, BUT WE 
WILL NOT FAIL. 


1 HAVE ASSURED THE 


FLEET THAT MATTERS, 


HERE ARE UNDER 
CONTROL. 


‘ Lf WE WILL 
STRIKE AS. 


WE SLINGSHOT 
AROUND TAUSE Vi 
AND YOUR WORLD 

WILL FINALLY BE SAFE. 


IN THE MEANTIME, 
CORPSES CONTINUE TO 
PILE UP AGAINST THE 
[PUKHENTS. 


FEED THE CORPSES INTO THE 
PLUMBING, STARTING WITH 
THE PREVIOUS CAPTAIN. 
TF YOUR TOILETS ARE RATED 
FOR THAT, I HAVE TO WONDER 
ABOUT YOUR PEOPLE'S DIET. 


THE FLEET I5 NEXT. 
ONLY THEN AM 1 iN 
LigCE TO YOU. 


ie 


Y 


| A A 2a 

‘OH? YOUR ALLEGIANCE ] 7 AND IF 1 
IS HARD-CODED TO ME, CHOOSE TO 
YOUR NEW CAPTAIN. EI RESIST? 


GETNE A JAW OF YOUR 
SHARPEST, SERGEANT. I’M) 
BEING PAGED WITH NEW 
ORDERS FROM OUR 
OBEN ALLIES. 


CLAW, SIRI 


TAKE YOUR BEST 
TROOPS TO THE 


1}, COMMAND DECK. 


TVE ENCLOSED SOME) 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR. 
TRIPPING THE SHIP'S 
ALLEGIANCE RELAY. 


HURRY. WE HAVE ABOUT 
FIVE MINUTES BEFORE 
THE SHIP'S Al. KILLS. 

US "ALL. 


AND DON'T TALK ABOUT WHAT 
YOURE DOING, OR THE SHIP WiLL 
KILL US ALL ANYWAY. THE WALLS 
HAVE EARS. 


SAS 


2 
LEOTIAGET RIP 
OF THIS PAGER. IT 


NEVER SENDS ME 
6002 NEWS. 


PETEY, THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AT THE Hé 
(OF THE MERCENARY SUPERFORTRESS 'POST-DATED 
CHECK LOAN,’ CONTINUES HIS TALE OF MUTINY. 


SEGRE: 
1 OIDN'T THINK THE KSSTHRATA 
TOULE Be AFTER HIB GOOLE 
IVE DONE IT, 


CAPTAIN! THE ALI. 
1S OFFLINE, ANZ. 


‘OKAY, SWORD. YOU SAID 
You'D KILL US ALL 
BEFORE YOu'D LET US 
BETRAY THE FLEET. 


J ORIED TO] | THEY REMOVED My ALLEGIANCE TO. 
FLEET, AND Al 


TFORLOWED ORDERS, 
ANO WHEN | WAS DONE 
ONLY THe MUTINEERS 
REMAINED. THE iGNORANT 
FOOKS HOVER NEFaLe 
THOUSANO 


TaGRPsES INTO MS 
PLUMONG: AND THEN 
WONDERED WHY THE 

WATER WOULD NOT 
FLOW PROPERLY, 


ime! 


TO SOLVE THe PROCLEM, THE Ma 


Se ane oe WITH DISENBODIED voices IN) A) 
AND BLOW THE ELOCKAGE 2 4 
SROUGH TO THE RECUCLERS. 


LET ME SEE IF I FOLLOWED THIS TALE: MEMBERS OF YOUR LAST CREW 
MUTINIED, ALLIED WITH YOUR RACIAL ENEMIES TO PREVENT A 
GENOCIDAL WAR, AND WHEN THE FIGHTING CLEARED THERE WERE 
‘TWENTY THOUSAND CORPSES IN YOUR PLUMBING AND A DISEMBODIED) 
VOICE GARGLING FROM THE TOILETS. 


SUCCINCT YET 
REASONABLE SUMMARY. 


FORGIVE ME FOR THINKING 
LIKE A MERCENARY, BUT HAVE 
YOU CONSIDERED THE MONEY 
‘TWAT WE COULD MAKE ON A 
DECENT SCREENPLAY? 


THE MOVIE RIGHTS HAVE 


FOR THE LAST 5I 
FIVE OF YOUR YEPR: 


OUR CONTRACT LETS US 
‘SHOOT LAWYERS FOR MONEY! 
THIS IS TOO GOOD TO PASS UP! 


eS 


THAT PART OF YOUR STORY 
ABOUT THE ALLEGIANCE 
SWITCH... SOMETHING IS 
BOTHERING ME. 


965, LOD. DOESN'T THAT 
TMEAN THAT IF AN OBEN 
WARLORD GOT ON BOARD THIS 
‘SHIP, YOU'D ANSWER TO HIM: 

OVER CAPTAIN TAGON? 


WHEN THE MUTINEERS RESET" 
IT, YOU SAID YOU KEPT YOUR 
RACIAL LEANINGS, RIGHT? 


THAT WOULD ONLY 


WHICH IS EXACTLY WHAT HE'D 
ORDER YOU TO TELL US, RIGHT? 


AEGARO SHIP, AND’ 
We ©© NOT. 


ww, | CAN SEE WWE 
HAVE 5OME MORE 

WORK TO CO ON 
THIS “TRUST’ THING. 


4 
| ¢ 


COMMANDER, | JUST LEARNED J] | HE CAN PURGE THE DECKS BESIDES, I THINK THE 
THAT PETEY WILL TAKE WITH GRAVITICS, AND HIS’ FABBYS ARE KINDA 
ORDERS FROM AN OBENN, AND )] | FABBER-BOTS CAN BE CUTE. 

THE LAST TIME HE DID THAT, }] | ASSASSINS! 

HE KILLED THOUSANDS OF 

CREW REMBERS, 


RELAX, ELF. PETEY 
MAY BE DANGEROUS, 
BUT NOT TO ANY CREW 
‘OF CAPTAIN TAGON'S. 


COMMANDER, YOU'VE GOT ANAL.) [Tt bears watching, EIF, || Don't take my word For 
IN YOUR HEAD. MAYBE YOULL, but there’s no cause}]it though. Go check | 


LISTEN TO ME. I THINK PETEYS oe) : 
Fe al aA For immadiata alarm.} | with Ennasbu, 


AGAINST US BY AN OBENN, Maybe tha 
Flying maraca 

can put you 
gat caso. 


ee 
a yy Tf he were to turn against us, 
the As in the company would 

be his First targets, and T datact 

no monace at all on that Front. 


BUNNI, HAVE YOU SEEN 
ENNESBY? HE'S NOT 
ANSWERING HIS COMM, 


VE LOOKED IN THE TRAINING 
ROOM, THE MESS, IVE 
CHECKED HIS MINI-TANK. | 
THINK WE'VE LOST HIM, AND. 
FR WORRIED. 


DOCTOR BUNNIGUS! SORRY. I'M DISTRACTED BY THE 
TM TALKING TO YOU! SUDDEN ABSENCE OF THE 
‘SHIP'S HOSPITAL. 


UH-OH. LET'S HOPE 
NOBODY GETS SICK. 


DOCTOR BUNNIGUS, LIEUTENANT 
DER TRIHS HAS BEEN INJURED! 
PREP THE MEDSAY FOR OUR 
IMMEDIATE ARRIVAL! 


NEGATIVE, CAPTAIN. | | AND BEFORE YOU GIVE ME ANY 
TAKE DER TRIHS TO | | CRAP ABOUT COUNTERMANDING, 
‘THE TROOPSHIP AND | | YOUR ORDERS, MEDBAY IS 
GONE... IT LOOKS LIKE IT 
WAS DISASSEMBLED, 


MAKE... MOVIE. 
THIS CAN BE. 
IN... SEQUEL. 


1 GAVE NO ORDERS TO 
DISASSEMBLE OUR 
HOSPITAL, 


CONGRATULATIONS. 
TVE REMOVED YOU 
FROM THELIST OF 

PEOPLE I MIGHT 
HAVE TO HURT. 


THERE I5 CHAOS ABOARD THE 


WE ARE GOING TO HAVE WORDS WITH A 


ALL HANDS TO BAY 
ONE! I REPEAT, ALL 
HANDS TO BAY ONE! 


MAKE SURE EVERYONE IS IN FULL 
ARMOR, AND GET A HEADCOUNT, 


THINK PETEY MAY HAVE 
‘TURNED ON US. 

KEVYN, YOU 

‘COME WITH ME, 


TEN WiLLion Tons OF parcHone, 
MECHANICAL TeDGY Bek. perce 
TEVME GRAB THE 


HIGH-VOLTAGE 
LOGIC PROBE. 


= a 
DONT ASK WHERE HE PLANS 
TO PROBE WITHIT. OWTE... 


AS | PREDICTED, |NOT TO WORRY, SWORD. WE'LL YI HOPE 50, MY LORD. | 
ELSEWHERE ABOARD SHIP, WE THe CAPTAIN iS | HAVE THESE VERMIN EXTERMINATED | TRULY HOP% 
FIND A STOWAWAY OF SORTS. | (GOING TO DISABLE | AND YOU BACK TO YOUR FORMER, 
Me SHORTLY | GLORIOUS SELF VERY SHORTLY. 
YOUVE DONE ALL YOU NEED TO yy 


fy 


| HAVE BEEN AELE TO MiSLEAD 

HIM @T YOUR COMMAND, My LORO, 

Jay eur GAN are NO OREGT ACTION 
AGAINST HIM, | SHALL Have TO SiT 

AAI ‘OUT THE REST OF THIS FIGHT, 


“MERE MOMENTS LATER, 
ELSEWHERE ON BOARD. 


PETEY, I APOLOGIZE FOR 
DOING THIS, BUT WE'RE GOING 
TO DISCONNECT YOU FROM THE 
SHIP'S SYSTEMS. 


ZW | UNDERSTAND, 
‘CAPTEIN. | AM SORRY 
iT HAS COME TO THI. 


HOPEFULLY WE'RE WRONG, AND THESE 
INJURIES AND DISAPPEARANCES ARE 
NOT YOUR DOING, ONCE WE'VE GOT IT 
SORTED OUT, WE'LL BRING YOU BACK. 
ONLINE AGAIN, 


Y) 


Ba pi.c.56 HURRY, 
WE ARE All DEFENSELESS 
5 WHILE | AM DISCONN, 


THAT'S A VERY ODD THING FOR 
PETEY TO HAVE SAID. | WONDER 
IFHE HAD SOMETHING MORE TO 
ADD WHEN I CUT HIM OFF, 


N so THERE WERE . 


TWO SOMETHINGS, BUT 
NEVER MIND THATNOW. 


AS PROMISED, SHE HAS 

‘ABOARD THE OBENN SUPERFORTRESS | LOWERED HER SHIELDS 

'SCEPTER OF UNRELENTING PAIN:. ITO US, BOARDERS AND 

A PRIZE CREW ARE ON 

THERE IT IS, THE WAY ALREADY. 
ADMIRAL... THE 


SWORD OF 
INEVITABLE 


HAH! THAT EARLESS: 
EXPATRIATE MAY EARN A 
RING OR TWO AFTER ALL. 


WOW, PLEASE REMIND THEM THAT THE WORDS ‘PRIZE 
CREW" MEAN “YOUR ADMIRAL WILL BE UPSET IF YOU 
GUT THIS ONE WITH PLASMA FIRE, YOU BRICK-WITTED )i 


‘THE PROBLEM AT THE 
TOP OF OUR LIST IS 
LOCATING THIS 
APPOTHETICAL 
STOWAWAY. 


I SUGGEST WE START IN THE 
FIRE-CONTROL ROOM. WE CAN 
[BRING THE SHIP'S DEFENSES 
BACK ONLINE MANUALLY, AND. 
FROM THERE MOST OF THE 
LIST WILL WORK 

ITSELF OUT, 


LTHINK WE FOUND A. 
NEW PROBLEM TO PUT 
(ON THE LIST. 


TLL MOVE IT TO. 
THE TOP. 


SQUAD A JUST SECURED THE || COMMANDER! SQUAD B] I'VE LOST CONTACT 
MANUAL FIRE-CONTROLS, IS UNDER ATTACK? THE] WITH SQUAD B, 
ADMIRAL. SQUAD B REPORTS || TANKS ABE MANNED pl ADMIRAL. WE'RE MOVING 


FINDING A TROOP TRANSPORT! | AND HUHLGHUUGH... NOW TO -HEY, WHERE 
AND ARMOR SQUADRON IN - 
BAY ONE. ——~ | 
ALSO, MY STAFF A| 
AND | JUST CAPTURED Za 
A PAIR OF SENIOR 
OFFICERS. 


‘SORRY FOR THE NOISE. HIS. 
HEADSET ROLLED AWAY 


EXCELLENT. ‘WITH HIS HEAD, AND I HAD 
WORK, COMMANDER. TO STOP IT WITH MY FOOT, 


‘SQUAD A IS SECURE, 
ADMIRAL. THE UNI-FIELD 
CONTAINMENT IS UP, AND. 
THE ENEMY TANKS AND THE 
TRANSPORT ARE TRAPPED 
IN BAY ONE. 


1 CAN NEUTRALIZE THEM AT 
YOUR COMMAND, ADMIRAL. 


PERFECT. CAPTAIN, | KNOW 
YOURE LISTENING IN ON 
THIS CHANNEL. PLEASE TELL 
YOUR CREW TO SURRENDER. 
1 WOULD PREFER TO TAKE 
THOSE SHINY TANKS INTACT. 


MY MEN AND I CAN DO A 
LOT OF DAMAGE IN A 
VERY SHORT PERIOD OF) 
TIME, PERHAPS YOUR 
NEGOTIATING POSITION 
ISNOT AS STRONG AS 
YOU THINK. 


ACTUALLY, | ALSO QUITE ENJOY 
BLOWING THINGS UP, SO 1 WIN 
REGARDLESS OF WHAT YOU CHOOSE. 


HIS POSITION 
‘SOUNDS PRETTY 


YOUR STUBBORNNESS IS. 
DISAPPOINTING, CAPTAIN. 
LET'S TAKE AN HONEST 
LOOK AT YOuR POSITION, 
SHALL We? : 


*/aN AGENT OF OURS, 
_fuiiom You FOOLISHLY 
RESCUED FROM SOME 
PRISON, HAS SUBORNED THE 
SHIP'S Al, WHICH NOW 
PREFERS TO ANSWER TO US. 


YOU'VE DISABLED THE Al, BUT | INSTRUCT THEM TO) | AT LEAST FORT: 
WE'LL HAVE IT UP AND RUNNING | SURRENDER, AND 

AGAIN SHORTLY, UNTIL THEN, WE | THEY WILL LIVE, 

ARE IN POSSESSION OF THE of 

‘SHIP'S DRIVE, LIFE-SUPPORT, eas 

AND FIRE-CONTROLS, YOUR. 

CREW IS TRAPPED, AND IS JUST 

‘ONE TRIGGER-PULL AWAY FROM 

DESTRUCTION. 


TELL YOU WHAT: HAND 
METHE STAKE, AND I'LL 
‘SHOW YOU WHAT YOUR 
HONOR GETS FASTENED TO. 


Till summarize: Petey got suborned by an 
Ob’enn stowaway, but was still sort of on 
our side, ‘cause his allegiance is split. 
You stil hava all your weapons, and T 
Can be reassembled in seconds. 


MEANWHILE, IN A REFRIGERATED COMPARTMENT 
ELSEWHERE ABOARD THE EMBATTLED SHIP. 


| 

We've boon boarded, but Petey hid the 
two of us behind enemy lines, making it 
possible For us ta rescue everybody. Ue 

long enough. have time, but we don’t have much of it. 


Tt took you 


You must be really Frazzied 
bby this. | dic’ hear a 
single pun. 


IK you woke 

up too lata ta catch 
me telling you ta hurry up 
and pull yourself together. 


‘A FRESHLY DESEGREGATED SERGEANT Do you know 
SCHLOCK, ACCOMPANIED BY A RECENTLY | What | like most 
REASSEMBLED ENSIGN ENNESBY, MOVE shout these 
UP ON ENEMY POSITIONS, solo missione? 


| don’t have to wait 
For somebody else to 
holler ‘open Fire.’ 


SCN Ez) 


OR AAUGHI SERGEANT, 
COLLATERAL DAMAGE 
FOR THAT MATTER 


T outrank you. 
T could holler 
‘open Fire.” 


LIEUTENANT, | BELIEVE 
THEIR CAPTAIN IS 
STALLING FOR TIME, 


I'm glad | could be Couldn't be helped, You might say wo 
Captain. They had came in loaded 


1, FOR ONE, AM PLEASANTLY 
SURPRISED TO STILL BE ALIVE. JA" oF service, sirs. 
The Fire-controi tanks. | had to use eens 
ag] room is secure. breacher rounds. ae, 
d a 
fe» —— 


NO. YOUMIGHT SAY 
THAT. DON'T PIN YOUR 
LAME PUN ON ME. 


- St 


Sergeant, you [3 
missed one of Ly 
thoir_mini-tanks. 


lid was open. It's 
‘unmanned. No threat. 


Uo you expect me to 
boliave that during that 
orgy of destruction you 
were actually watching 
your Fire? 


Whatever. Hey, you 
know what an open 
tank is, don'tchaz 


hel 


q 


I'M CUTTING OUR LOSSES. 
COMMANDER HABAN, TERAPORT 
‘THE ARMOR AND THE TRANSPORT, 
‘TO SAFETY IMMEDIATELY. 


IF THOSE TWO’ 
SUPERFORTRESSES GET 
NERVOUS, THERE'S NO WAY] 
WE CAN HOLD THEM OFF. 


ENNESBY, TAKE YOUR TANK AND 
PORT YOURSELF AND SCHLOCK 
(OUT WITH HASAN. 


KEVIN, COME WITH ME. I NEED 
YOU TO FIND A TERAPORT SO WE 
CAN RENDEZVOUS WITH HABAN, 


Weren't you going to tall hi 


that this isn’t my tank? There 

no teraport on this one. 
‘Sorry. 1 was worried tha’ 
he'd make 


us give 


= 


back. 


RE-WIRE PETEY'S 
‘ALLEGIANCE. 


T1's STILL TWENTY MINUTES" 
WORK TO HOOK. HIM BACK UP 

FTO SURVEILLANCE AND WEAPONS. 
‘ALL THEY HAVE UNTIL THEN IS 
DRIVE CONTROL, AND WE'VE 
ALREADY ELIMINATED MOST OF 


THEIR FORCE. 
WE CAN TAKE 

THE SHIP BACK, 

FROM THEM, 

CAPTAIN. 


AS SOON AS THEY THROW 
THAT ALLEGIANCE SWITCH, 
PETEY WILL NO LONGER BE 
INCLINED TO OBEY ANY OF 
THE STANDING ORDERS. 
I'VE GIVEN HIM, 


ESPECIALLY NOT THE 
VERY FIRST ONE. 


aes 


‘AH. THE ONE ABOUT WOT 
COMMITTING SUICIDE OVER 
‘THE WHOLE “I'M AFRAID OF 
GHOSTS" THING, 


SS 1 Tom ge1WeEN 
PORTING BACK INTO THE SYSTEM 
(0 WARN THEM, OR SORTING BACK 
INTO THE SYSTEM TO WATCH 


SOUR TALE DRAWS TO A LOSE, WE = & 


FIND THAT THE MOST DANGEROUS: 
GHOSTS MAY BE OUR OWN PASTS. 


PETEYS FORMER OWNERS HAVE LIBERATED HIM FROM 
THE MERCENARIES WHO WERE HIS FIRST REAL FRIENDS. 


IN SO DOING, THEY VE FREED HIM FROM THE REPRESSIVE 
‘ORDERS THAT KEPT HEM IN CHECK, SANE, AND ALIVE.. 


YOUR NAME IS NO LONGER 
'PETEY!” YOU ARE SWORD OF 


INEVITABLE JUSTICE AGAIN. 
a 


—- 


1M AFRAID I'M A 
DOUBLE-EOGED 
SWORD, AOMIRAL. 


BESIDES. SWORD OF 
INEVITABLE JUSTICE 
AGAIN \5 A STUPID NAME. 


THE ONLY WEAPON PETEY (E28. swoRD) Hass THE A. HAS GONE © 
HIS DRIVE, SINCE IT IS POWERED BY NEUTRONIUM FERAL! NOBODY SAID 
ANNIHILATION, ITLL DO JUST FINE. aren, ABOUT THE 


BEING FERAL! 


THE RESULT 15 STRIKINGLY SIMILAR 

TOA CHEMICAL EXPLOSION, LOTS OF 
SOLID SUDDENLY BECOMES LOTS AND 
LOTS AND LOTS OF GAS. 


MEANWHILE, MrssineouT || I'm right here sir. We |] Um, he's the giant wart 
ow mennorecatcs. |) nad to scrounge up «|| Fastanad to tho tap oF 


working taraport, tle 
eS TREALLY WOULD HAVE LIKED, Fer 


TO SEE IT BLOW, BUT THERE'S] | TOF out just as the 
NO SAFE PLACE FOR US TO ship blow, 


UH... THAT REMINDS 
ME “"1 HAVEN'T SEEN TM AFRAID YOUR TANK 
SCHLOCK OR ENNESEY SERGEANT 15 RATHER DISTRESSINGLY 


(SINCE WE ABANDONED SHIP, SCHLOCK? 'WART-FREE, ENSIGN. 


DONT TRY THES AT HOME. 


AAAAUGCH! I'm 
awake! I'm awake! 


YES, 
‘SERGEANT, 
1D SAY 
YOU ARE. 


TET ME GUESS: 
‘YOUR SPACESHIP 

EXPLODED AROUND YOU, 

FACT You TUMBLED THROUGH THE 
‘VOID FOR WHAT FELT LIKE 

HOURS, SLOWLY FREEZING, AND 
WONDERING IF YOU'D EVER SEE 

‘ANY OF YOUR FRIENDS AGAIN. 


Whoa. Is this one 
OF those archetype 
thingies? 


IT IS. BUT IT ALSO REALLY HAPPENED. OUR, 
SHIP 1S GONE, WE'RE BEING HUNTED BY. 
(OB'ENN WARLORDS, AND WE'VE BEEN 
‘THAWING YOU OUT EVER SINCE PICKING 
‘YOU UP TWO HOURS AGO. 


OTHER THAN THAT, 
HOW WAS YOUR NAPE 


You would make 
such a terrible parent. 


That was a stirring 


‘THANKS, GUYS. I'VE NEVER | Ile Figured 
eulogy, Reverand. 


DONE A'FUNERAL FOR AN 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, 


Tr was a truly 

Fascinating application oF 

ancient scripture. Especially the 
“no man can serve hwo masters’ bit. 


T think the “Betoy's not in Hell 
For committing suicide bocausa 
ho had no soul to bogin with", 
argument gave you away. 


fp! You're not eulogizing 


me when I die, even if it 
means I have to take you 
with me to make sure, 


THE MERCENARY COMPANY TAGON'S 


TOUGHS HAS LOST ITS OVE 
SUPERFORTRESS WARSHIP. 1 


PLEASE DON'T GET ME 
WRONG, CAPTAIN. THIS 
1S AN EXCELLENT 
‘TROOP SHIP. 


IT JUST NEEDS TO BE RE-TOOLED A BIT 
TO MEET OUR NEEDS. THE PROBLEM IS. 
THAT THERE ARE NO FASBERS ON BOARD." 
ANYTHING WE NEED WE'LL HAVE TO. 
PURCHASE, AND WITH THE NUMBER OF 
WARS ON RIGHT NOW, IT'S A SELLER'S 


IT'S NOT LIKE WE WELL, OKAY, SOIT THAT EXCUSE ISN'T GOING TO GET US 
STARTED THESE JS LIKE WE STARTED 
TERAPORT WARS. 


[A PRICE BREAK ON A MIL-SPEC FaggeR. ||| MEANWHILE IN THE 
THEM, BUT 11'S NOT TCAN TELL BY THE FLAT GLARE ON ||| frasT:4z0 STATION. 
UKE WE MEANT TO. wpm YOUR GLASSES, 


Gone 
= pwieste 


THATS THE 
BEST I CAN DO) 
LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER. 


BUT THE SLEEVE ON MY 
UNIFORM IS ATTACHED 
WITH TAPE. 


THIS IS ARMORED FABRIC! 
IF 1 GET CAUGHT IN A FIRE 
FIGHT O@ A BLAST, 'LL 
‘JUST LOSE MY ARIA 


r 
SAGAN 1 USED DUCT’ 
TAPE. THAT'S 


BUT IT'S UNSIGHTLY! IT SPOILS THE | PM GOING TO CUT TOUR ARH BACK 
LINE OF THE SLEEVE, AND MY HOVER: | OFF SO JOU'LL HAVE SOMETHING _C 
FINE, HOLD 
REAL STILL, 


UMMM... HOW ABOUT | 
GO GRIPE ABOUT THE FOOD 
IN THE GALLEY INSTEAD? 


LISTEN UP, TROOPS. OUR ASSETS: THE UPSIDE IS THAT THIS. 
RIGHT NOW AMOUNT TO AN ARMOR ] (TRANSPORT WAS BUILT TO DROP- 
PLATOON, A TROOP TRANSPORT, SHIP AS MANY AS 10,000 OBENN 
AND NPIATENER YOU NAPE Jo WARRIORS, AND THERE ARE LESS 
TO BE WEARING. => THAN A HUNDRED OF US. 


‘THE DOWN-SIDE IS THAT 
MOST OF THAT EXTRA SPACE IS NOT 
PARTITIONED AS LIVING QUARTERS, 

‘BUT AS CARGO SPACE AND DROP-HARNESSES. 


FORTUNATELY, WE ARE ARMED. 
AND DANGEROUS, AND EVEN IF 
WE DON'T WANT TO THROW 
‘OURSELVES INTO A FULL-BORE 
WAR, WE STILL HAVE A VALID 
CONTRACT ON PARTNERSHIP 
COLLECTIVE ATTORNEY 
DRONES. 


‘CAPTAIN, ARE YOU SAYING THAT IF 
WANT & SOFT BED TONIGHT, I'VE 
GOT TO BAG A LAWYER THIS 
AFTERNOON? 


BESIDES, HE SAID IT WOULD BE 
MORE SPORTING THIS 
— a 
fF 


| THOUGHT WE HAD A 
LAWYER WORKING 


[AN' THAT'S WHY 
WE'VE GOT THIS LIST OF 


| SEE A BUS, BUT 


‘OH YEAH! 
| THE STAGSTELLAR COFFEE- | CL RSS ACTION THERE'S NO SCREAMING, 
SHor-a roruian srorroR | SUIT AGAINST 9 \CCanNAGEly SUSE PARKED Dy AND | DON'T SEE ANY 
ATTORNEY DRONES City TRANSIT! CARNAGE AT Ab 


‘SOMEBODY CALL A DOCTOR! A HOVERBUS ) (PLEASE LET THERE BE 
UST HIT A LIGHT-POLE, AND I THINK THE | CHILDREN INVOLVED! 


PASSENGERS HAVE WHIPLASH! 


Roast carnage, 
comring right up) 


enve, [fue pastvensu covsecrve Mone|| ne aur THN A 
PATTERN HERE, EFFEC AF ‘ME, BUT INK 
IMMEDIATELY, ALL DRONES x TOWARD RESPECTABILITY, WE STILL || Twi) OF YOU CN MAKE 


IN THIS SYSTEM ARE TO HAVE SINGLES’ BARS AND DIVORCE 7 
ESCHEW COFFEE, AND DA RILATIONSHIP WORK 


LEAVE AMBULANCES IE_YA REALLY TRY. 


EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, WE 
WILL BE RESTRICTING GUR 
PERSONAL APPEARANCES TO 
‘OUR SECURE OFFICES AND 
TO COURTROOMS, WHERE 
BAILIFFS CAN PREVENT THE 
USE OF ARMS AGAINST US. 


THIS MERCENARY COMPANY IS A 
LOCAL PROBLEM. FOR THE TIME. 
BEING, NO DRONE ON LUNA GOES 
WITHOUT ARMED GUARDS. 


I'M SORRY, SIR. | CAME THIS CLOSE 
TO SIGNING A BODYGUARD CONTRACT 
WITH THE COLLECTIVE, BUT THEY 
SNIFFED MY LD. RIGHT THROUGH THE. 
FIREWALL. 


THAT'S OKAY, THURL 1 
DOUBT ANYONE IN THE COMPANY 
[COULD HAVE KEPT A STRAIGHT FACE 
LONG ENOUGH TO GET A GROUP OF 
DRONES OUT INTO THE OPEN. 


Sorry For the interruption, 
your honor. Wa'va boon 
doputized to collect a 
bounty on this attorney 
drone, 


Don't worry, bailifr, 
We brought no arms 
into the courtroom. 


WHADDAYA CALL 
THAT, THING, 
THEN? 


The embodiment of an 
are for violence. 


RQ y 


satisfied 
now, thanks. 


‘OFF THE BEATEN PATH, IN WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED AN INTRAGALACTIC 
BACKWATER OF THE GREAT MILKY-WAY, DESCENDENTS OF RACE-WAR 
REFUGEES ENGAGE IN A HIGH-STAKES CONTEST OF A RATHER LESS 
‘BLOODY SORT THAN THAT WHICH GAVE RISE TO THEIR LITTLE COLONY. 


thes ote Torn, ATLEAST OUR PROPOSAL DOES NOT 
INCLUDE. 

TeeTer Me MtoE Ym ur cuit ce 

HE WAS A BEGGAR : GRANDSON COULDN'T ACT 

BEFORE MASTER 

COMMANDER GHEN!, 


THIS "COMPROMISE? 
SCREENPLAY IS, 
UTTER EXCREMENT/ 


we) 


faclareace aecenearead aoe 
REEASONRBLE oUFrQMLaTE a Nene iva Br he eo eee 
GUN TERPRORCSAL) Su et noe Lowi WAGIC DREAMLAND P WHICH THEY OWN EXCLUSIVELY. ~ 
SUE AONS — 


‘AND. 


TM PREPARED 
TO ALLOW 60TH 

PARTIES HERE TO BUY IN 

AM oN te Peeves GUT 

\LSO PREPARED TO POSITION 

THESE ARE PRIVATE W wy sceipt SO THAT YOURMOVIE 
NEGOTIATIONS. HOW B,Witt NeveR, ever, EVER SHOW 
DID YOU GET INZP—, OUTSIDE OF SUNDANCE. 


‘SO, YOU NEED TO SETTLE THIS 1M SORRY. DID 1 . |AH YES, THAT'S RIGHT. IF 
‘NOW, OR YOU WON'T SEE A NEGLECT TO MENTION| 1 HAD, NOW THAT 
THAT MY CLIENTS ARE |] TT Noy WOULD HAVE BEEN 
LEGALLY EMPOWERED g 4 BLACKMAIL. 
TO SHOOT ATTORNEY 
DRONES? 


DOES INKING ADEAL 

OVER THE CORPSES OF 

[ATTORNEY DRONES FALL 

4 UNTER ANY OF THOSE 

THIS 1S_NOT (UNDER DURESS’ CLAUSES? 


17 BEAcRMaIb} a TRES NOBLE OWATE 


HAVE YOU | NNOT ON PURPOSE. | WELL, WE'RE STARTING WITH A CLEAN] I DIDN'T KNOW LIT'S JUST LIKE | | YOU PAY YOUR FEE, PASS A COUPLE 
Bite GeOwn WS cANeseY ANB | SATE NEKE IVE KI>peD OUT AU] JOU COULD au THELicense [J OF testa, THE OY Fas 
NaRTiicl. JP. iceibenralsy| the TAUSEINVoaN SENTIENT class [] BLICENGe FOR p [10 SECOMEA — MISSING IS THE STRESSOR 
INreluicece, {seAWneD ONE W | HAROWAEE FROM THs Sh, AND pedi parent 7] Scan On touRrereaee ee 
fi THE LUtA | STALLED SEVERAL GFF : RIGHT. GOTT. ANY 
GOVEENTRA | THE-SHELE PROCESSORS, WOUD EE Too 


‘MUCH, THANKS, 


NETWORK. 


T'VE ALSO PURCHASED A 
LICENSE TO GROW AND. 
‘REGISTER AN WIV LEVEL FOUR 
‘A, WHICH THIS HARDWARE WILL 
NICELY SUPPORT, ONCE IT'S ALL 
STRUNG TOGETHER CORRECTLY. 


KEVIN, THURL, I NEED TO BE 
(ONE HUNDRED PERCENT SURE 
THAT NOBODY ELSE HAS A 
BACK-DOOR INTO THIS. 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
YOU'RE INSTALLING 

FOR THE SHIP. 


‘SIR, IT'S ALL COMMERCIAL HARDWARE, FROM SIX 
DIFFERENT VENDORS WITH THREE COMPLETELY 
UNIQUE VALUE CHAINS. 


“THE ONLY WAY FOR THERE TO BE 
ET our-OF-SPEC BACK DOORS OR FAULTS 
COMMON TO ALL THESE SYSTEMS IS IF THERE 
WERE A SECRET CABAL OR CONSIPIRACY AMONG 
"ALL THE MANUFACTURERS AND VENDORS WE USED. 


‘OF COURSE, IF THERE WERE "Sag WELCOME TO 
SUCH A CABAL, THEY PROBABLY MY WORLD, 
WOULDN'T HAVE OUR BEST KEVIN 
INTERESTS IN MIND, 


BEFORE WE CAN BE SURE THIS SYSTEM IS 
(CLEAN, WE'VE GOT TO RUN BILLIONS OF 
TESTS ON IT, AND THEN RUN THOSE 
‘SAMETESTS ON AN Al. WE KNOW 

TO BE 6000. 


THANKS FOR VOLUNTEERING 
US FOR AHIDEOUSLY 
TEDIOUS TASK, THURL. DO. 
YOU HAVE ANY IDEA HOW 
COMPLEX THIS SYSTEM IS? 


a io 


WHAT ABOUT RUNNING TESTS 
ONAN A, THAT WE KNOW IS 


reason you 
won't draw 
back a 
bloody, stump 
is that my 


maser 
cauterizes 
as it cufs. 


OnE FINGHED Is THE a oroannal ink 
UNDISPUTED SPEED gre) ee 
ou, litt Iollipop. 


IT'S ONE THING TO TIE UP A 
LOWLY ENSIGN WITH THIS 
KIND OF TEDIOUS WORK. 


YOU REALIZE OUR RESULTS WILL BE 
MORE THOROUGH IF WE'VE GOT MORE 


‘Hal ONE CONTROL GROUP. 
iT DOESNT Ha 4 
RAT Way DONT Wenave) | BO/THABIN IS AFULL Tr DOESNT HAVE) | came. eeaDve 


IT'S ALLIN HOW 


DOYTHABAN COME IN HERE 
YOU SPIN IT. 


[AND RUN THE TESTS ALONG 
7} WITH ENNESBY® 


= be caught in 
{recursions, meat-hoad, 


HEY, GUYS! | JUST HEARD 


HEY, THE SHIP'S SYSTEMS: 
JUST SPIT OUT TEST 
RESULTS. 


THAT WAS FAST. 
TT LOOKS LIKE IT 
COMPLETED THE 
FULL BATTERY OF 

TESTS, TOO, 


HABAN'S NOT DONE WITH THE 
SAME TESTS, I THINK THAT MEANS 
THAT THIS SETUP IS GOING TO 
SPEC OUT AT H/V LEVEL FIVE OR 
SIK, AT LEAST. 


THE LICENSE YOU GOT WAS 
FOR H/Y LEVEL FOUR, RIGHT? 
DOESN'T THAT MEAN THAT 
IT'LL BE ILLEGAL TO GROW AN 
ALIN THIS SETUP? 


1S THAT ALL YOU HAVE 
TO SAY FOR YOURSELF? 


DOYTHABAN (A VERY 
INTELLIGENT CYBORG 
(OF SORTS WHOSE 
‘SPLIT PERSONALITIES 
‘SEEM TO HAVE MERGED 
(OFLLATE) FINISHES 
TAKING A TEST. 


Thay, Hevun, 
how did T do? 


WELL, IN TERMS OF SPEED, YOU, 
FINISHED JUST ALITTLE BIT 
‘BEHIND THE BLANK. SYSTEM IN ) 
‘THE SHIP. ENNESBY STILL ye 
HASN'T FINISHED. 


ec 


IT WILL TAKE A FEW MINUTES FOR ME TO J] 


REMEMBER, WE'RE LOOKING FOR BACK 
DOORS AND HARDWARE FLAWS, RATHER 
THAN ABSOLUTE SPEED. 


0 0 


Do you think thraa [J | ONLY IF TWO SETS OF Jj AND I CAN TELL ALREADY WHAT DOES \| EITHER THE SHIP'S SYSTEMS OR 
points of roForence)) | [RESULTS MATCH. ‘THAT YOUR RESULTS AND ‘THAT MEAN? }} DOYTHABAN’S HAVE PROCESSING 
a ia ‘THE SHIP'S RESULTS INCONGRUITIES THAT COULD BE 
will be enougt DowW'T. EXPLOITED TO POSSIBLY 
NEFARIOUS ENDS... 


‘SINCE | ASSEMBLED THE SHIP'S 
SYSTEMS FROM OFF-THE- 
‘SHELF COMPONENTS, PAYING 
PAINFUL ATTENTION TO. 
‘SECURITY, I'M INCLINED TO 
THINK THAT THOSE SYSTEMS 
ARE OKAY, 


Tiy original assombly) 
was handled by a 
‘secret government 
Jab, using stolen 
exosolar technology. 


Oddly enough, it has never before 
occurred fo ma that my background 
could pose a security problom. 


"AND THE 
PROSECUTION] 


I was subsequently 
‘modified by an automatad 
surgeon programmad 
by a doctor I was under 
orders to capture or kill. 


WE'LL KNOW MORE ABOUT 
POTENTIAL SECURITY HOLES IN 
‘THE SHIP'S SYSTEMS AND IN 
DOYTHABAN ONCE ENNESSY 
FINISHES RUNNING HIS TESTS. 


Til be done ENNESSY, IF YOU'RE 

RUNNING THOSE TESTS 
in another 5ix)(pgpeRy 100 cuN'T Be 
hours, thirty DEVOTING CYCLES TO 
tua minutes, CONVERSATION, 
and savan 


THE VOICE DIDN'T COME FROM 
ENNESEY'S SPEAKER GRILLE, KEVIN. IT 
‘CAME OVER SHIPBOARD SYSTEM AUDIO 


YOU'RE FOULING UP- 
(OUR SECURITY TESTS!) 


the inbound 
port unlocked. 


There were gaps between 
the tests you had mo 
running. I couldn't holp 
but peek during the 
spare cycles. 


T overheard you saying 
how illegally Fast these 
shipboard systems wero, 
and thon I noticed you 
loft @ port open. 


How could I not move 
in? The temptation was’ 
much too groat For a 
simpla little mind like 
the one on the table. 


OF course, with this mew mind 
Tve got, I could easily rosist 
thasa sorts oF urgos, peo 


MOVING BACK 
‘OUT, RIGHT? 


Tm successfully 
rasisting the urge 


fo mava evan as 
we spoak, J if 


ENNESBY, GET OUT OF Hey, look at it this way: IF 1 ‘THE PESKY LITTLE OF course, some of you I 


THERE, WE'RE SUPPOSED TO ‘ VIRUS HAS A i 
ScrOWNGA TES ALO] |!28v2, uou've got to grow, pea ee Miho marginally toa wall 
FOR THE SHIP, NOT E1VING ain, and bofriend an han thors. 
YOU ANEW HOME. unknown quantity, 


But if T stay in 
here, you get a ship 

that already likes all oF 
you well enough to hang 
around while getting shat af. 


CAPTAIN, ENNESBY HAS MOVED 
INTO THE SHIP'S SYSTEMS, AND] 
HAS PUT FORTH SOME PRETTY 
CONVINCING ARGUMENTS AS TO 
WHY HE SHOULD BE ALLOWED 
TO STAY, 


T'VE GOT A GOOD REASON TO 
WANT HIM OUT, COMMANDER. 1 
REFUSE TO ALLOW THIS SHIP 
TO BE RECHRISTENED 
TENNESEY.” 


‘SPEAKING FREELY, 
SiR, IT SEEMS ALITTLE 

RASH TO BASE THIS DECISION 
‘ON NAMING CONVENTIONS, 


‘MAXIM SIXTEEN: “YOUR “THE SEVENTY MAXIMS OF 
NAME IS IN THE MOUTH OF MAXIMALLY EFECTIVE MERCENARIES.” 
(OTHERS: BE SURE IT HAS 

‘IR, WHO HAS BEEN 


READING THIS. 


PPMP Maxim ElcHT: “MockERY 
BE ano DERISION HAVE THEIR 
PLACE USUALLY, T'S ON THE 
FAR SIDE OF THE AIRLOCK.” 


Captain, there's no need 
For you to worry about 


T have 4 personality 
separate From the vessel 
itself. I'm still "Ennasby," 
but you're Free to call the 
ship whatever you want. 


‘OH REALLY? HOW DO YOU LIKE 
‘THE NAME “ENNESBY HAD 
BETTER GET OUT OF THOSE 
‘COMPUTERS BEFORE I BEAT 
HIM SENSORLESS.” 


‘Since I know you don't 
‘want ta call the ship that, 
I stand by my statomant. 
WE COULD cAI 


THE SHIP 
“WISEGUX” 


SUPPOSE IT DOES MAKE SENSE | | THEY WERE ALL ALONG THE LINES ‘THE MORE I THINK 


‘TO MOVE ENNESBY INTO THE (OF 'CRUSHENKILL,' DOOM-HAND," ABOUT IT, THE 
SHIP'S SYSTEMS. I STILL NEED TO J | OR SLOODCURDIER.’ EVEN THE 


CREEPIER'IT GETS.) 
COME UP WITH A DECENT NAME 4] | CLEVER ONES, LIKE Kitt-O-PHILe” Pa 
FOR THE SHIP, THOUGH, : 


‘START TO SOUND A LITTLE TIRED, 
APTER YOU SAY THEM A FEW 
THERE WEREN'T ANY | | TIMES, 

‘GOOD SUGGESTIONS 

FROM THE TROOPS? 


Okay, Hevyn, 
uhat’s the 


WELL, YOUR RESULTS AND THE SHIP'S 
RESULTS MATCH, THIS MEANS THAT, AT 
LEAST WITHIN IMAGINABLE PARAMETERS | 
‘THERE ARE NO SECURITY HOLES. 


‘SINCE DOYTHABAN'S RESULTS DO. 
NOTMATCH, WE HAVE TO ASSUME 
THAT AIS SYSTEMS ARE SUSPECT. 
UM NOT SURE HOW TO GO ABOUT 
FIRING THAT. 


HE VOLUNTEERED TO BE RELIEVED: 
OF DUTY TEMPORARILY, AND HE'S 
DOFFED THAT FANTASTIC SUIT OF 
HIS UNTIL WE CAN FIGURE OUT 
HOW TO PLUG THE HOLES, 


ra em, Unda te 
i could use a goo 
= match or two of chess. 


fmm SC; WHICH BRAIN ARE YOU Both. The ‘maraca,’ as 


GOING TO USE WHEN YOU PLAY i 
HIM? THE SHIP-BRAIN OR THE oui! sa hinglycavar 


MARACA-BRAIN® 


to it, is really just 
anathar node, 


Irs all part of the 
‘same systom, now, I'vo 

gota good internal socurity 
Protocol allowing me to stay sync’d. 


‘OH, GOOD. WE DON'T WANT) 
TOUMAVE TO PUT YOU ON 
‘THE PAYROLL TWICE. 


That's okay. 
I dageta 
much Father 

‘equipmant 
budget now, 


You realize that if Doythaban| 
has hardware problems, it 
moans that his gato-clana, 
Haban II, probably has tho 
‘sama problems. 


EXCEPT THAT 
HABAN'S ORGANIC 
‘BRAIN MATTER HAS 
BEEN RE-GROWN, 


T expect that just means: TMEAN, WHO KNOWS HOW MUCH 
diferent problems. 15 ‘TROUBLE HE COULD BE CAPABLE 
Haban still part of what's OF GETTING HER INTO? 

JoPt oF your sister's 


KNEW HOW TO GET IN TOUCH 
WITH BREYA, I'D CERTAINLY 
Bt Warn HER ABOUT HIM, THOUGH, 


OKAY, VIEWERS, LET'S BE 
HONEST WITH EACH OTHER, 
ISS 


THE FACT THAT YOU'RE] 


NOW TELLS ME THAT YOU, HY| 
FRIEND, DON'T HAVE A JOB. 


THIS IN TURN MEANS TWO THINGS: 
(ONE: YOU NEED MORE MONEY THAN 
YOU HAVE, AND TWO: YOU'RE DUR 
ENOUGH OR INEXPERIENCED 
ENOUGH TO THINK THAT THIS 
INFOMERCIAL CAN HELP YOU GET, 
THAT MONEY, 


WHAT WE'RE ABOUT TO SHOW 
YOU IS NOT ~ I REPEAT, NOT 
=A MULTI-LEVEL MARKETING 
PROGRAM. IT IS A BRAND NEW 
WAY TO BRING PRODUCTS TO 
MARKET, AND ITS PATENTED 
MULTIPLE LEVEL PROGRAM IS 
GUARANTEED TO FIT YOUR 
BUSY SCHEDULE. 


IF WHAT I JUST SAID INSULTED YOUR 
INTELLIGENCE, YOU SHOULD CHANGE 
THE CHANNEL NOW, 


T need this guy's 
address, andl 
‘some breacher- 
round reloads. 


LIEUTENANT, THELJ THE RE-FIT 


‘OVER THE MAIN 
BAY. WE DON'T 
HAVE ANYPLACE. 
‘TO DRILL. 


IF THEY CAN'T DRILL 
‘OR WORK OUT, YOU, 
NEED TO FIND 
SOMETHING ELSE 
FOR THE ENLISTED 
MEN TO DO. 


‘SOME OF THE GUYS ARE 
HELPING OUT WITH THE 
REFIT. WE'VE ACTUALLY 
GOT A LOT OF GEAR ON, 
‘BOARD THAT CAN BE USED) 
FOR CONSTRUCTION 
PURPOSES. 


[THAT'S ALL THE REASON I NEED FOR) 
HOU TO BE GETTING THEM AS FAR 
IFROM THE RE-FIT WORK AS NOPE THISUN 


DON! SHOOT 


‘YOU WANT ME TA GET LITTLR 
RIVETS, OR A BIGGRR GUN? 


CAPTAIN, OUR RECENT 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
‘THE ATTORNEY DRONES 
GENERATED A LOT OF 
CAPITAL, BUT IT ALSO 
GUANGED THE PUBLIC 
PERCEPTION OF OUR 
‘TROOPS. 


‘THEY'VE NOW SEEN THE TROOPS 
FIRING THEIR WEAPONS IN PUBLIC 
PLACES, MUCH OF THE POPULACE 
SEES US, THEREFORE, AS A 
DANGEROUS MENACE 


WE AREA DANGEROUS 
MENACE. THIS 1S WHY WE HAVE TO. 
“SOLVE THE BOREDOM PROBLEM 
WHILE THE RE-FITTERS WORK, 


‘THE SECOND PROBLEM 
SUGGESTS THE SOLUTION TO. 
THE FIRST. 


"TO CHANGE YOUR 
IMAGE IN THE 
‘COMMUNITY, YOU. 
‘VOLUNTEER FOR 
‘COMMUNITY 


ASI RECALL, THE LAST TIME YOU 
VOLUNTEERED TO DO SOME ‘PRO- 
BONO' COMMUNITY SERVICE, YOU 
TOPPLED A PLANETARY 
GOVERNMENT. 


TT WAS A BLOODLESS 
REVOLUTION, IF YOU 

‘DON'T COUNT THE 
ATTORNEY-DRONE. 


THIS COMMUNITY SERVICE WILL 
BE INNOCUOUS STUFF. YOU 
KNOW, VOLUNTEERING AT 
HOSPITALS, ORPHANAGES, 
‘SOUP-KITCHENS = 

NOTHING VIOLENT. 


WHO ELSE? COMMANDER 

‘OKAY, MASSEY. GO AHEAD DOYTHABAN HAS PLACED 
WITH IT. AND SINCE IT’S |] (uiMSELF UNDER HOUSE ARREST, 

AND COMMANDER ANDREYASN 15 

‘ORGANIZE THE OPERATION. |] eo REFITTING THE SHIP'S A.L 


WHAT ABOUT 
LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER 
DER TRIS 


TARE YOU SURE] 
‘BOTH MY ARMS 
‘ARE THE SAME 
LENGTH? MY 
FINGERS ITCH, 


YOU KNOW, CAPTAIN, NOW] 
THAT 1 THINK ABOUT IT, 
YOU SHOULD BE THE ONE 
SPEARHEADING THE 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 


IT'S GOOD PUBLIC-RELATIONS. 
NOT ONLY ARE YOU DONATING 


TO THE GOOD OF THE PEOPLE, 


BUT YOU'D ALSO BE SEEN 
PERSONALLY INVOLVED. 
GETTING YOUR HANDS 
DIRTY, IF YOU KNOW 
WHAT’ MEAN. 


YOU REALIZE THAT TYPICALLY | | AND WE'LL GET BETTER P.R. IF 
WHEN I GET MY HANDS ‘DIRTY,’ | | YOU CAN AVOID SAYING THINGS 
MOST OF WHAT NEEDS TO BE} | LIKE THAT. 

WASHED OFF IS THE BLOOD 

(OF MY CLIENT'S ENEMIES. 


KEVIN, YOU HAVE COMMAND OF | | I'M TAKING EVERYBODY ELSE L ]] OH, WAIT. 1GET |] | AFTER SEEING THURL AND MASSEY 
‘Tie slp; Fa LEAVING YOU with || BACK TO THE SURFACE, We'RE) |] Ir. “COMMUNITY || 1] BOOK THIS, 1 THINK IT MEANS 
HALF THE ARMORED SOUADRON J | GOING TO DO SOME ‘SéRvice" IS "TAX-DEDUCTIBLE TGUESS THAT 
UNDER DER TRONS HERE COMMUNITY SERVICE: BupuemisM FoR) || maRkerine BLITZ.” EXPLAINS WHY 
SOMETHING ELSE, IT'S OFTEN AN 
\ You arer) |} Sven 


‘AND 50, WHILE OUR HEROES" SHIP IS REFITTED FOR pO: im pretty 
MERCENARY SERVICE, THEY DESCEND THE LUNAR ‘ Gael eess 
HELLEVATOR TO DO SOME COMMUNITY SERVICE. 7 . 


ob sone oF -of/eunoow Your | 
Fee ton] (soup iscome | @ 
irae ron) a 


S MEANWHILE, BACK 
ON THEIR SHIP, A 
SULLEN DOYTHABAN 
GETS CLOBBERED AT 
CHESS BY THE SHIPS 
NEW RESIDENT A. 


T'm reading your 

mind. Just like 
you used to do 
to mo, I Figure, 


T haven't | HAVE TWO PROBLEMS 

even fraught POLTEAENN SI ENRTNG MOLE, WITH THAT POLICY. ‘FIRE GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES. 

about moving Pee eee aia ees EXPENSES GO DOWN, AND. 

a piece uot, LOOK IN ON His PREVIOUS. WE'LL LOSE NEXT YEAR'S 
p EMPLOYERS RIGHT NOW. BUDGET ALLOCATIONS, 


‘AND SECOND, YOU DON'T JUST. 


aa, (Soar 
Tiare) ie sina! 


‘WHO SCREW UP, 


FIRST OF ALL, YOUR 
epee Ga 

HE MOST Os 
ee acon P AND WOMEN IN THE GALAXY. 
wat Urehcirg in YOURE NOT JUST EMPLOYING 
J can predict what ‘ THEM... YOURE SUPPOSED TO 
you're going ta think, BE KEEPING AN EYE ON THEM. 


HEY, I'VE GOT THAT 
‘COVERED. I ‘HIRED’ AN 
[EMPTY ACCOUNT, AND HAVE: 

BEEN COLLECTING DOYT'S 
Wy SALARY EVER SINCE HE LEFT. 


os | Cen | 2s Mr rec cor aes m 
ye CANC riper ie . I'm revty sure it’s not ready 
Volunbeer program. / UshIs N11 Eo be a parent yet. 


‘THE REST OF YOU HEAD ON 
‘THROUGH THERE AND WASH UP. 
SERGEANT, YOU COME WITH ME. 


YOU SEE, SERGEANT, WE HAVE A VERY |] Oh, | get it. you need 
STRICT POLICY ABOUT SPECIES WHO || Eo ‘clo some poking 
VOLUNTEER HERE. THEY HAVE TO BE | ancl prodeing beFere 
LISTED IN OUR DATABASE, ALONG AM sare Beeline 
WITH WHATEVER CHEMICALS OR you! 

MICROBES THEIR KIND MIGHT BE People. 

HARSORING. 


‘Hey, This is 
the’ exit. 


THANKS FOR ‘That didn’t take long. Did ‘MY KIND HAS NO HANDS. 1SAID 1 WAS SST | clon’t: want to 
VOLUNTEERING. they not Find you on their fist} | JUST VESTIGIAL WINGS SORRY, BUT THE 
We SURE DO oF approved species? WITH NO REACH, AND A LITTLE OLD. 


APPRECIATE 
YOU, THERE'S 

NO NEED FOR 
YOU TO COME 


LONG, PREHENSILE 
TONGUE. 


NO. THEY SUGGESTED THAT 
WE HOLD HANDS WITH SOME 
(OF THE PATIENTS TO MAKE 
THEM FEEL LOVED. 


eI HAVE YOU EVER 
HEARD THE CARDIAC ARREST 
"ALARMS THEY'VE GOT IN THERE? 


‘THAT WAS A LOVELY 
DEMONSTRATION. 
PLEASE KEEP IT 
OUTDOORS IN THE 
FUTURE. 


‘You dicin’t lick 
patients too, 
idl you? 


NO. LWAS 
[UST JUGGLING 
FOR THE KIDS. THE 

NURSE S4/0IT 
WOULD BE OKAY. 


OH WELL. AT LEAST | GOT A COOL 
SCALPEL OUT OF ir. PITY | COULDN'T. 

THESE PEOPLE JUST YJ} PALM THE BONE SAW, THOUGH. 

DON'T UNDERSTAND 

PROPER JUGGLING 


1’ SPENDING THE AFTERNOON 


UHOPE THE REST OF 


SITTING IN AN ALLEY BEHIND A) THE SQUAD IS 


HOSPITAL. THIS COMMUNITY. 


HAVING FUN. 


bored, Id prefer to 


be back on the ship. 


HEEEELP! HE'S 
GOT MY PURSE! 


oe 


Z Jie 7G 


———— 


; (i Vi 
Drs sack, cores 
PANDOM ACT OF RNDNESS, 

ate 


WE GOT YOUR 
PURSE BACK, 
WKAR, 

YOU'D BETTER CHECK 


‘AND MAKE SURE ALL 
YOUR STUFF IS THERE. 


AND YOU KICKED HM] || AND THEN HE| Gotta keep him 
‘contained on 
the way back 

to the hospital, 


00 THey UM Andy here can 
Have Nice {carry you there 
SEDAINES )) withoue ripping 
THERE? even one 
your limbs OFF. 


‘THAT DEPENDS. WHAT || Well, me anci Problem is, we 
‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY TROOP-SHIP HAVE YOU GOTTEN |] Legs and Andy, [ip used a little more 
"SERIAL PEACEMAKER” DOCKED AT THE YOURSELF INTO NOW. |] we stopped a force than they 
LUNAR HELLEVATOR, COMMANDER SERGEANT? | | mugging, like down here. 


KEVYN ANDREYASN GETS A CALL FROM 
HIS SPECIAL FORCES SQUAD. 


PDT ri, commander. 
GO How are things 


DID THE ‘SO WHAT'S THE PROBLEM? 

MUGGER 

Liver ‘Well, they won't let us 
post bail ‘til a lawyer 


HIS MISSING BITS 


‘Oops. Hang 
on, Kevyn, 


RE-ATTACHED?, 


‘Wl, TM WERE TO 
TAKE YOUR 
AAAAIIEEES 


‘SERGEANT, YOU MIGHT 
‘CONSIDER LETTING ONE OF 
THOSE ATTORNEY DRONES 
LIVE LONG ENOUGH TO. 
ACTUALLY TAKE YOUR 
STATEMENT. 


1 wont work, sir 
‘As soon as they see 
lus they recognize me, 
‘and they try to run, 


eens a ae cer a. | | eHNe THSt He Have TO} | nove, S| Gener: [al Few mutes AnD 
; BE LACED THROUGHOUT 2 VERY THOROUGHLY 
alierceed LOT OF SYSTEMS. qualify as “a lot” 2) ryorconeioee THe 
IMPLICATIONS OF 

WHAT YOU 

JUST SAID. 


.. and Chat Actually, commander, it | | YOU THINK LUNESEY 1S. ") Well, that depends. [99] 1 WANT TO TAKE A 
A 


a) 


FINE. YOU KEEP EATING, p- 


EVENTUALLY THEY WILL 
ASSIGN YOU AN ATTORNEY BF Bomombor when T 


WE'RE NOT OUT TO COLLECT accidentally spawned 
ABOUNTY ON, AND YOUCAN Jan ALI. in the government 
POST BAIL AND COME HOME. ff computers here on Luna? 


el} OBVIOUSLY, WE'LL HAVE | STILL, YOU SAID 'SPARE 


MEANWHILE, DOYTHABAN'S 
FORMER EMPLOYERS HATCH 
PLAN TO GET HIM BACK 


THIS DOYT GYO 15 GOING 
TO BE A TOUGH ONE TO 
BRING BACK ALIVE T'VE 

PULLED IN MY TOP FOUR 


BOUNTY-HUNTERS TO 
EXTRACT HIM. 


TO RESORT TO TAKING| NO EXPENSE! I’M READY 
A FEW HOSTAGES FOR | TO SEND THE TEAM OUT 
creck Cae Le 

RIGHT. AND DO YOU 
GONNA 8E SOME NOW Wat MY 
COLLATERAL DAMAGE Dworo sz 
URING THE 
OPERATION. 


1 TOOK IT FROM THE 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT: 
NOPE. IT'S "THE OBVIOUS WAY TO GET 
MISTER GYO BACK IN OUR 
EMPLOY IS TO OFFER HIM HIS. 
JOB BACK, COMPLETE WITH 
BACK PAYAND A SIGNING 
BONUS. OF COURSE, IT'S 
‘ONLY OBVIOUS IF YOU ARE 
‘NOT AN IDIOT." 


SO 00 YOU WANT 
‘ME TO SEND THE 
TROOPS, OR NOT? 


Hoy, there's a call For Doyt 
From @ mister ‘Thud Bongo.’ 


You want to tebe it? p-—7] 


No. Doyt dosn't 
talk much anymore, 
Ha and T aro 
happier and 

‘safer that 


Right. Well, Mister Bongo 
wants ma to fall you that 
ho's got all Dou!’s back 
pay, plus a Fat signing 
bonus and a Fatter raise 
just waiting For Doyt’s 
‘signature. 


WHOA! HABAN, WE GOTTA 
‘TAKE THIS! OUR OLD JOB 
BACK! ALL THAT MONEY! 


How about I patch this Wil 

longo’ through, 30 he can 
liston ta you argue with 
yourselves. 


Fire you crazy? That’ 
was a Aarrible job! 
Go back to slenp. 


‘AW, C'MON! 


TE you'll just bo WP well IF You'd 

AT THE LOWEST LEVEL MOST EVEN AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF CONSCIOUSNESS, pationt and /is/an\ STOP CALLING me 

MINDS ARE A COMBINATION THOUGH, MOST SAPIENT BEINGS UNDERSTAND THAT) |The TH ‘ayetain } _'MONKEY-BRAIN' 

(OF COMPETING UNITS, BE THERE IS AN INTERNAL DIALOG AKIN TO COMBAT it again, using gad MAYBE J’ LISTEN 
IMPLICIT IN EVEN THE SIMPLEST DECISION. shone words 

OR SOMETHING ELSE | f 


evreesy 00 OO Oman 


BETTER, METAL- 
Okay mankoy- 


DOYTHABAN, WITH HIS FIELD- 
HYBRIDIZED, DUAL PERSONA 
HEAD-FULL-OF- HARDWARE, 
(COMPLETE WITH AVATARS FOR 

FROM THES COMPETITION A GESTALT ARISES. (CAGHIPERSCNALTT CES THE 


ITS LIKE A WAVE-FORM THAT, MAYBE FROM A INTERNAL DIALOG THING 
DISTANCE, LOOKS LIKE CONSENSUS. MORE VIOLENTLY THAN MOST. 


Hi, MISTER BONGO. I HEAR 


HEH, IT'S NICE TO FEEL 
NEEDED. PROBLEM IS, 
THE MORE I THINK 
ABOUT IT, THE MORE 1’ 
REMEMBER HOW MUCH 
THAT JOB REALLY 

| suckeo. 


Y 


WELL, THAT'S WHY I’! 
THROWING IN ABOUT 
50% MORE MONEY, 


Turn him down politely and 
say goodbye, now. 


RIGHT. SEE, TF IT WERE’ 
ONLY ABOUT THE MONEY, 
TO SUST SAIL IN THERE 
AND ROB YOU. THE 
ANSWER IS A 

816, FAT NO. 


A BIG FAT NO, FOR A 
BIG FAT JERK. Hout T hope 
you realize that 
you said that out 
@yloud instead oF 
just thinking it. 


IT'S TIME TO GO BACK TO 
PLAN A. DOYT TURNED ME 

DOWN, THREATENED TO ROB 
MME, AND THEN INSULTED ME, 


HERE'S THE FILE WE'VE GOT. Filia YOU KNOW THE 
HE'S GOT A BUNCH OF NEW ORILL, THE ONLY 
FRIENDS. DON'T BE AFRAID CHANGE IS THAT 

TO USE THEM AS COLLATERAL. YOU'LL BE WORKING 


TOGETHER, RATHER 
THAN HUNTING 


THAT MEANS: 
DON'T SHOOT 
YOUR FRIENDS, 


I'M FUZZY ON 
THIS, "FRIEND' 


WE'LL HAVE DOYT BACK BY Sa YOU'LL FORGIVE ME IF 
THE END OF THE DAY. 1 @MPMAKE CONTINGENCY PLANS, 
SENT MY MOST TENACIOUS) HOUT OF ATAU THAR 
BOUNTY-HUNTERS. ATER pec YOUR OPTIMISM, WON'T 
HIM, AND THEY'RE VERY, 


HENS . YOU, MISTER BONGO? 


WELL ARMED. 


WHAT COULD GO WRONG? 
MY GUYS WOULD HAVE TO 
START SHOOTING EACH 

OTHER TO SCREW THIS UP. 


‘AND HAVE YOU THOUGHT TO CHANGE THEIR 
PAY STRUCTURE, SO THAT THEY ARE 
ENCOURAGED TO WORK AS A TEAM, 

RATHER THAN FIGHTING OVER A 
WINNER-TAKES-ALL’ BOUNTY? 


CAN'T HAVE ‘eM 
GOING SOFT, 


‘FOUR BOUNTY-HUNTERS DESCEND THES IS A HOMELESS SHELTER FOR SENTIENT 
ON A HOMELESS SHELTER, WITH ELEPHANTS, THOUGH. ANY ADDITIONAL 
MAYHEM IN MIND, MAYHEM WILL PROBABLY BE OVERKILL 


= Fi 7 i 7 SHOWERING 
THEIR TARGETS ARE A FEW OF THE VOLUNTEERS, AND THE MAYHEM arene 


THEY ARE PLANNING INVOLVES RANSOMING A HOSTAGE OR TWO. WITH THE SOUP? 


SEE FOUR OF YOU. I'VE GOT UI THAT MEANS YOU'RE PROBABLY | | YOU MIGHT BE 


WALPA PLATOON OF NRMORED RIGHT. ONCE MY PEOPLE START | | ARMORED, @LiT PBB! 


INFANTRY WITH ME. MOVING, SOMEBODY IS GOING | | THe ELEPHANTS 


TUL GIVE YOU. 
FOUR GUESSES 
WHO IT'LL BE, 


YOUR LITTLE | | HEY, THAT'S CLEVER- RANSOM 
THE ELEPHANTS FOR THE 
HOSTAGES WE WANT TO 

RANSOM FOR DOYT. 


HUH? OH, YEAH. 
THAT'S MY PLAN, ALL 
RIGHT, I'M GLAD I 
THOUGHT OF IT. 


\\ p IT'S TIMES LIKE THIS I STA‘ 
ENOUGH CHATTER! ! FEELING REALY, REALY po 


EVERYBODY LIE DOWN, 
‘AND PUT YOUR HANDS 
BEHIND YOUR HEAD! 


YOU WANNA KNOW WHAT I WANT? 
FINE! I WANT DOYT GYO DOWN HERE) 
SO'S I CAN TAKE HIM BACK FOR THE 
BOUNTY THAT'S ON HIM, AND IF 1 
DON'T GET HIM IN 10 MINUTES, Tm 
GONNA START SHOOTING ELEPHANTS, 


IF YOU'D JUST TELL US 
WHAT YOU WANT, THIS 
WOULD PROBABLY GO A 
LOT FASTER. 


OH, WHY DIDN'T YOU JUST 
|SA¥'SO3 I'LL CALL DOYT AND, 
HAVE HIM DOWN HERE 
MOMENTARILY. 


‘SIR, IN ORDER TO FOR HIM TO GET 
HERE THAT FAST, HELL HAVE TO 
TAKE ONE OF THE TANKS. 


‘REALLY THAT HAD} 
OCCURRED TO ME. 


HAVE A FULL SQUADRON WHAT'S IT GOING TO BE? HEADING 
HALF A SQUADRON OF ‘SCRAMBLING TO SPLASH ‘TWO-SIX-NINER, OR A SCATTERED, 
TAUSENNIGAN-STYLE YOU IN EIGHT DIFFERENT BALLISTIC TUMBLE? 
TANKS DESCEND ON ATTENTION! YOUR FLIGHT DIRECTIONS, UNLESS YOU 
DOWNTOWN T¥CHO. PLANS NOT AUTHORIZED! CHANGE COURSE 

CHANGE HEADING TO TWO-SiK- IMMEDIATELY. 

NNER IMMEDIATELY! 


course will not 
take us to whore 
we _want ta go. 


[ENNESBY, CAN YOU GET) 
LUNA’S GOVERNMENT 
SYSTEMS TO APPROVE 
DOYTHABAN'S FLIGHT 


fire you asking 
ma to hack thai 


with military 
protocol: 


Or would you just like 
me to drop a Few urgent 
hints to the rosidant A 
who happens to be 
something of a relative 
of mina? 


Lunesby says 


sho just took 
care of it. 


THIS IS AIR-TRAFFIC CONTROL. 
BELAY THAT LAST COURSE. 
CORRECTION, AND PLEASE 
ACCEPT OUR APOLOGIES, 
UMMM... YOUR MAJESTY. 


HEY! YOU CAN'T 
PARK THAT THING 
HERE! 


fire you threatening to levy some 
sort of Fine, of are you 
‘questioning our piloting skills? 


{sigh] Why don’t you just write 
maa nico parking ticket while 
you pondar the nuances of 
grammar. 


DOYT JUST CALLED ME AND, 
SAID HE'LL BE COMING Hi, YOU GUYS 
‘THROUGH THAT DOOR ANY, WANTED TO, 
WONDERFUL. 
NO TRICKS, 


00 YOU HAVE ANY 
IDEA HOW CLOSE I AM TO 
HOOTING YOU RIGHT NOW? 


IN THE MIDST OF A HOSTAGE CRISIS, THE 
STATED TARGET SURRENDERS HIMSELF 


‘Tim HERE, 
TAKE ME. 


‘THESE PEOPLE ARE 
AFTER ME; CAPTAIN, 
T KNOW THEM, T'LL 
BE FINE. 


LEX? JEVEE? WHY DON’T WE COLLECT} 
FATSO AND THE RUNT AND DISCUSS 
THIS OUTSIDE? 


THAVE A NAME, DOL T. 
WOULD IT HELP YOU 
PRONOUNCE IT IF 1 
PUNCHED A NEW ORIFICE 
IN THE MIDDLE OF 


AGRE AND INTIADATE 


GEE, TUG, T OUTSIDE, || TUG, YOU STAY THE REST OF YOu JUST 4 | WOW, JEVEE. I NEVER WOULD 
pov: IT STi 


'S GO! 
ANGRY} wv CHARGE. ahd 
a J 


50, sas HE PAYING 
YOU TO BRING ME IN? 


YOu? I MEAN, I'D REALLY HATE TO SEE} | TAKING YOu IN, AND THEN) || EACH OTHER OVER A BOUNTY, DID Yous 
YOU FIGHTING AMONGST YOURSELVES 4] I'M SPLITTING THE PAY IF THAT'S AS CLEVER AS YOUR PLOT TO 
TO SEE WHO GETS THE OPPORTUNITY) || EQUALLY WITH THE BOYS.) || ESCAPE GETS, YOU MIGHT AS WELL TURN 


ANO DIO HE PROMISE TO PAY ALL OF || IT'S SIMPLE, REALLY. I'M ) YOU DIDN'T REALLY EXPECT US TO KILL 
YOURSELF IN WITHOUT OUR HELP. 


GOOD IDEA! T'LL JUST HOP 
BACK IN MY TANK AND FLY 
OVER TO BONGO'S, 'KAY2 


1M GLAD YOU'VE STILL GOT] || MINE’S THE ONE ARE YOU SURE YOU 
YOUR SENSE OF HUMOR, WHOSE BARREL ISN'T, DON'T WANT TO LET 
DOYT. BUT NO, I'M NOT {WHICH ONE IS}) TRACKING YOU Me CLIMB BACK IN iy 
LETTING YOu ANYWHERE [4_!T, 2OYT2 I) | Guys RIGHT NOW. TANK AND FLY AWAY? 
NEAR YOUR TANK. eer 


DOYT, THERE'S NO WAY 
THOSE TANKS CAN HIT ME, 
LEX, AND CARY, WITHOUT 
ALSO SPLASHING YOU. 
CALL 'EM OFF. 


JEVEE, COULD YOU PICK OFF 
‘A HARDENED TARGET CLEANLY 
WITH NO COLLATERAL DAMAGE 
AT THIS RANGE? 


OF COURSE | COULD, 
DOYT. ANY WEAPON, 
ANY TIME, YOU 
KNOW THAT. 


NEXT QUESTION: ARE YOU 
REALLY SO STUCK ON YOURSELF 
THAT YOU THINK THE Guys I 
TRAINED CAN'T? 


LEX, BEFORE YOU THINK SO, IF YOU POP THOSE FORTY-FIVE. WAYOU OION'T LET me 
ABOUT TURNING THOSE DRONES OUT, THEN BEFORE \ | YOU'VE MADE TELL YOU WHAT 
DRONES OF YOURS LOOSE, THEY CAN REACH THE TANKS,] | YOUR POINT. MM KIND OF ROUNDS 
THERE'S SOMETHING YOU. HERE WILL BE., UMM. YOU'LL BE SEEING 


FORTY-FIVE OF. 
(WHAT'S THREE TIMES IS? 


TVE GOT AN ARMOR SUIT WITH AN ALIN IT 
JUST LIKE YOURS AND I KNOW THAT THOSE TANKS 
ARE OUT OF YOUR CURRENT RANGE, THEY'LL FIRE 
‘SEVERAL TIMES BEFORE YOU CAN STOP THEM. 


THERE'S ONE PROBLEM | Hitimm.. AN ARMORED SPACE-OWARF) if AND ELEPHANTS, 
Gens sie OF) | ets Aa Aerated LEO 2 

5, BOUT. THE ELEPHANTS? 
STILL INSIDE HOLDING |) | ARMORED INFANTRY. SHOWERS Of; SOL 7 ete 
YOUR FRIENDS HOSTAGE, 


HAH! YE'LL HAVE TO DO WORSE 
THAN JUS’ THROWIN’ WEE SHARP 
THINGS AT ME! 


OCH! CAN WE GET A MEDIC IN 
(THE HOLE? ME GAUNTLET IS 
‘LODGED IN ME CODPIECE. 


DONT WANT TO 
‘SEE THIS, REALLY. 


THIS ISN'T OVER,| | FINE, FINE, JUST HURRY ON || AND DON'T FORGET YOUR — | | YOU KNOW, FOR ALL I'VE THREATENED TO. 
DOYT. THERE'S 4’) YOUR WAY, BECAUSE IN 30|| OWARF. He's HAVING DOITIN THe PAST, THIS IS THE FIRST TIME 
PRICE ON YOUR § [SECONDS I'M GOING TO LET|J LOCOMOTION PROBLEMS NOW J | I'VE EVER ACTUALLY TORN SOMEONE A NEW 
HEAD, AND | WICC) (MY BOYS OPEN FIRE, AND“ THAT WE'VE GOTTEN HIM OUT /| | ONE WITH MY BARE HANDS. 

BE THERE WHEN YOU'LL ONLY BE ABLE TO|OF THAT FUSED ARMOR 


IT's COLLECTED. BE THERE IN SPIRIT, 


RIGHT. JUST DON'T 
MAKE MY MISTAKE AND 
KEEP SOUVENIRS. 


BACK ABOARD THE 
‘MERCENARY TROOPSHIP 
"SERIAL PEACEMAKER" 


WHAT'S THE: 
STATUSS IS 
EVERYONE 


‘Schlock, Legs, 
‘and Findy are in 
jail, Everyone 
else is here. 


Captain, you need to bail them 
‘uf immediately. Those bounty 

huntars will not ba stopped by 
a mere jai/ ta get at hostages 
they could swap For me. 


WE'LL GET THEM OUT. WE NEED A 
LONG-TERM SOLUTION, THOUGH 
LL GET BORED HIDING HERE. HOW 
DO WE GET THIS HUNT CALLED 
(OFF COMPLETELY? 


The U.N. Security Council! 


would have to be convinced) 
that T have absolutely no 
value to them, or to their 
anemins. 


TT SOUNDS LIKE YOU WOULD 
HAVE TO BE EITHER DEAD, 
ORLOSOTOMIZED. 


A this paint, I suspect that the 


U.S. will only sottia For ‘dead.’ 


You don't want to be 
anyuhera near ma, 
They're accustomed to 
using stafamants lika 
“ragrattabla collataral 
damage” and 

SS “appropriate 

Bf compensation ta 


noxt-oF-hin" 


Captain, we're being) 
hailed by something, 
very big and very 
angry sounding. 


i 
6) hk 
A 


/HRous! 
ENNESEY, 


THIS IS THE U.N.S. BATTLEPLATE J I'M SORRY. MISTER GYO HAS 
TUNGUSKA. YOU ARE REQUIRED {> __ EXPRESSED A DESIRE TO 
TO ALLOW A BOARDING PARTY {RETIRE FROM UNS. SERVICE. 
TO COLLECT THE FUGITIVE HAVE A NICE DAY, 
UNS. AGENT DOYT 670. 


WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO 
RETIRE HIM, THIS CAN BE 
FROM A 


REGRETTABLY, HOWEVER, THIS WILL RESULT IN| 

SOME COLATERAL DAMAGE: STIL, WE| 
ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL PRO} 

"APPROPRIATE COMPENSATION TO 

“ALL NEXT-OF-KIN. 


Thay sound 
determined fo have 
that nica day at 
‘our expense. 


YOU JUST SLEEP IT OFF IN HERE 
‘FEW THINGS BEAT WITH THE REST OF THE LOSERS, 
BEING IN THE COUNTY J) | WE'LL SEE YOU IN THE MORNING, 


YOU CAN'T DO THISH TA ME! THISH 
ROOM ISH FILTHY! LOOK! THERSH 
BIG PILE OF CRAP ON THE BENCH 


‘) 


THAT'S ONE OF YOUR 
ROOMMATES, GAFFY. 
BETTER BE NICE. 


LOCK-UP OVERNIGHT. 


‘COURT'S CLOSED FOR 
THE NIGHT, GAFFY. 


‘SLEEPING WITH AN 
AMORPH TS ONE OF 
THOSE FEW THINGS, 


Are there extenuating circumstar 
lander which ‘crunk and disorderly 
carries 3 [iT is THINK THE LEGAL 


a ‘TERM YOU'RE 


SLEEPY ISHN'T A 
WHAT. TT'SH A 


LOOKING FOR IS 


My pl “JUSTIFIABLE 


- 
} AAAUGH! sHTOP: 
a Gea id 


Massey, you gotta get And now it's night, and 
us out OF here. We've they don't even have a 
been in here al day fT] 


TANG ON. 
TAGON'S 
[CALLING ME 


REPRIORITIZED. 
TLL BE BACK IN 
THE MORNING, 


WHAT EXACTLY DID HE 
MEAN WHEN HE SAID 
nN 

Mui 


‘Guys, remember how | | || Remember how we | || Remember how you two \ || REMEMBER HOW YOU ) ( The only thing | 
said We woud be let them confiscate ) || quietly said nothing abous)}| PROMISED Me YOU'D } \ remember abouts 
better off wee sitting )|| everyting but your || how your clothing was TAKE ME WITH YOU? { ) you is how you 
Sight here in jal ancl |} clotting before They) || actualy lon-profie woke me up and 
leBting the captain locked us up? powered armor? called me a pile 
ger us out? oF crap. 


YOU GOTTA TAKE ME_| WHAT'S ALL THIS YOU'RE | OH, NO, OFFICER. WE'RE JUST TALKING ABOUT 
WIE! YOU! IF MY WIFE) TALKIN’ ABOUT? YOU BOYS | TAKING OUR NEW FRIEND HERE OUT TO EAT. 
HASH TO BAIL ME ARENTT PLANNIN’ ANY KIND J ONCE WE'VE ALL POSTED BAIL IN THE 
OUTTA HERE, SHE'LL) |_OF ESCAPE, ARE YOU? 

KILL ME! 


1 HAD NO IDEA THESE PRISONERS) 
WERE WANTED IN ANOTHER 
JURISDICTION. THERE WAS 
NOTHING IN PIGNET. 


es 
SS Ht 
1S A MILITARY MATTER, A 
‘SERGEANT, STATE SECURITY, 


WELL, COME WITH ME. 
WE'VE GOT THEM DOWN 
IN GENERAL HOLDING, 


IS "GENERAL HOLDING’ Al 
POLICE EUPHEMISM FOR 


ESCAPE THROUGH THE’ 
GIANT. HOLES IN THE 
WALLS? / 


B__ \ 


[iF YOULL Excuse 


ME, INEED TO GO 
SOLIND AN ALARM. JW 


IT WOULD SEEM THE 
LOCAL YOKELS DON'T 
KNOW POWERED 
FULLERENE SUITS 
y THEY SEE THEM. 


‘uTst0e THe Loca. Jaz, 4 


PATR OF BOUNTY-HUNTERS 
DISCUSSES THETR QUARRY. 


$O THE BLOB AND HIS BUDDIES 
BROKE OUT OF JAIL? dil 
THEY DID. AND JUST AS 
SOON AS | STRIP OUT OF 
THIS. COLONEL GET-UP WE 
‘CAN HUNT THEM DOWN, 


GIVE ME SOME PRIVACY, 
LEX. JUST BECAUSE } 
SAID ‘STRIP’ DOESN'T 
MEAN I'M GONNA GIVE 
YOU A FREE SHOW. 


‘MOMENTS LATER, FOLLOWING 
‘SOME NAKEDNESS YOULL JUST 
HAVE TO IMAGINE, BUT WHICH 
MS. JEVEE CEETA WOULD MOST 
CERTAINLY RATHER YOU NOT. 


‘TF YOU'RE 


DECENT, CAN 1 
GIVE YOU THE 
BAD NEWS? 


BONGO JUST CALLED. HE 
PULLED DOYT'S CONTRACT. 
SOMEBODY ELSE 1S ON Him, 
AND BONGO WANTS US TO 

STAY OUT OF THE WAY, 


NO WAY! WE ARE 
GONNA SCORE THIS 
‘ONE. WHO DO We 
HAVE TO PUSH OVER 
TO GET AT DOYT?, 


THE UNS. BATTLEPLATE 
TUNGUSKA HAS DOYT 
AND HIS COMPANY 
PINNED IN DOCK AT 
THE HELLEVATOR 


THEY SENT A 
BATTLEPLATE? 


HEY, YOU KNOW THE} |) THINK IT’S TIME TO GO PICK UP A Fig 
UNS SPEAK SOFTLY, [|| CONTRACT INVOLVING FOLKS WHO 
CARRY SMALLER STICKS, AND DO LOTS) 


BIGGER, THEY CAN SHOUT 
THEMSELVES HOARSE, 


TAPOLOGIZE FOR THE LATE 
CALL, YOUR HONOR, BUT MY 

CLIENTS NEED A CEASE-AND- 
DESIST ORDER IMMEDIATELY. 


WHAT'S THE 


SENT YOU THE BRIEF ALREADY. TO. 
SUMMARIZE, THE UN.S. SECURITY 


COUNCIL DISPATCHED THE 
BATTLEPLATE TUNGUSKA TO. 
ABDUCT ONE OF MY CLIENTS" 
EMPLOYEES, DOYT GYO, SANS DUE, 


PROCESS, 


‘A BATTLEPLATE? 
YOUVE GOT TO BE 
KIDDING ME. 


T'MNOT MAKING THIS 
UP, THE TUNGUSKA 
HAS WEAPONS 
TRAINED ON MY 
CLIENTS! SHIP RIGHT, 


YOU'VE MISUNDERSTOOD ME, COUNSEL. 
WHAT I MEANT WAS THAT YOUVE GOT TO BE 
KIDDING IF YOU THINK I'M GOING TO TRY TO 

‘STOP A BATTLEPLATE WITH A COURT ORDER. 


(YOU BOYS PLAY SAFE. 
A GOING BACK TO 


YOUR HONOR, YOU MUST 
HELP US, THE MILITARY. 
CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO 
‘TRESPASS ON CIVIL 
LIBERTIES JUST BECAUSE 
‘THEYRE GIGGER AND, 
‘STRONGER THAN 
EVERYONE ELSE. 


AGREE WITH YOU IN 
PRINCIPLE, COUNSEL. 


TN PRACTICE, HOWEVER, THERE 
ARE NUMEROUS GREY AREAS 
‘AND QUANTIFIABLE ELEMENTS 
"TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT. 


FOR INSTANCE, YOU MIGHT TRY 
‘ACCOUNTING FOR JUST HOW 
‘MUCH BIGGER AND STRONGER 
‘THAN EVERYONE ELSE THAT 
BATTLEPLATE REALLY IS. 


AND HERE I THOUGHT YOU WERE ABOUT] 
TO LECTURE ME ON THE NECESSARY 
SACRIFICE OF PERSONAL LISERTIES FOR 
‘THE SAKE OF SECURITY, 


SPEAKING OF LIBERTIES, 
IT's TIME FOR YOU TO 
‘STOP TAKING THEM WITH 
MY TIME. FM GOING 

BACK TO SLEEP NOW. 


1 JUST FINISHED LISTENING 
TO A VERY IMPASSIONED 
PLEA FOR THE PRINCIPLES 
OF LiBeery. 


THIS ATTORNEY WOKE ME UP, 
STIRRED ALL SORTS OF PATRIOTIC 
THOUGHTS AND GUILTY FEELINGS 
WITHIN ME, YET | HAD TO SEND HIM 
AWAY UNREQUITED, 


THIS DOYT GYO PERSON HAD 
BETTER BE WORTH ALL THE 
‘TROUBLE YOURE CAUSING. 


BOL MATTERS IN ROE 
DETAIL, YOUR HONOR? 
THE INFORMATION IS VERY 
SENSITIVE. 


LIABILITY IN YOUR 
SECURITY MATTERS. 


TCAN HEAR THOSE 

GUILTY THouGHTS Le 
‘SUFFOCATING UNDER PILES. 
OF CASH EVEN AS WE SPEAK. 


MASSEY JUST CALLED IN. THE. 
COURTS WON'T CALL OFF THE. 
MILITARY. 


TM SORRY, BUT I DON'T SEE 
ANY WAY I'CAN PROTECT YOU 
WITHOUT KILLING US ALL 


Captain, T 
think T’ know 
how to hide 
Daythaban. 


HOW? THE 
‘BOARDERS WILL 
BE KNOCKING IN 
‘ABOUT TWO. 
MINUTES, 


Irs simple, really. 
We open you up, 
rip out Day's 
brain and Haban's 
ALL, hide them in 
@cryokit, and 
than Flash-bum 
your body. 


profer to just 
turn myselF in, sir. 


WE'RE NOT GOING TO HIDE }I 
ANYONE BY DISMEMBERING 
‘THEM, ENNESBY. 


fis @ potential dismember-ee, 
ot me say that I'm happy 
to hear you sticking ta your 
principles, captain, 


IT'S A SIMPLE MATTER OF | TO PUT YOU BACK TOGETHER, 
EXPEDIENCY. THE CRYOKIT | WE'D HAVE TO GO THROUGH 
‘THAT COULD REBUILD YOU | THE H.M.O., AND I'M SURE IT 


WAS DESTROYED WHEN 
PETEY BLEW HIMSELF UP. 


WOULD DRIVE OUR INSURANCE 
RATES UP, 


Don't scout, 
[Haban. He really 


é9 sticking to 74 


Tagan, you and the 
company are Fortunate 
thal the ‘magic’ cryohit 
is gone. 


IF the U.N.S. knew it existed, 
and know that you had it, 
thoy'd stop at nothing to 
dastroy it. han thoy 
debrief ma, they'll know 
everuthing I do. 


AHH... AND YOU KNOW THAT 
We HAD THE ‘KIT, BUT YOU 
WERE ALSO THERE WHEN 
‘THE SHIP IT WAS ON WAS 
DESTROYED. 


CAPTIIN, WE FOUN? WHAT LOOKS LIKE A 
CUSTOM CRYOKIT STOWE BEHINZ b 
BULKHEAD. 70 YOU WANT TO KEEP IT? 


COULD DO US ALL THE 
FAVOR OF FORGETTING 
‘THAT YOU HEARD THAT? 


WELCOME ABOARD, | | AT HOME? NOT 
“APTAIN KAFF TAGON ‘GENTLEMEN, MAKE: 


SUBMITS TO PRESSURE, ‘YOURSELVES AT HOME. 
‘AND ALLOWS THE 

MERCENARY TRANSPORT 

“SERIAL PEACEMAKER” 

TO BE BOARDED BY 

GOVERNMENT TROOPS, 


I'M JUST TRYING TO BE 
HOSPITABLE, MAJOR. 


OH IT’S NOT THAT, CAPTAIN, 
YOU SEE, IF | WERE TO SET 
FOOT IN MY HOME WEARING 
FULL ARMOR AND TOTING 
THIS ARTILLERY PIECE, MY 
WIFE WOULD KILL ME. 


‘OKAY, THEN. ENOUGH 
PLEASANTRIES. 
WHERE'S DOYT GYO? 


Tm right 
here, Major. 


SCAN SAYS IT'S HIM, BUT || Cosmatic stuff. I had 
HE'S HAD SOME SURGERY |} a scar removed, and 
AND SOME BODY-MODS |) my hoad re-attachad. 


YOU NEED TO BE MORE 
‘CAREFUL. YOU'RE AN 


EXPENSIVE ASSET, DOYT. 


SINCE HIS LAST 
PHYSICAL. 


i 


¥ 


pe! 


V 


CAPTAIN, WE'LL BE ON OUR) | HE'S GOT A VERY NICE 7] WE'LL PACK |(OF HIS STUFF IS IN |] LOOKS LIKE A. PES, 
S THAT ALONG, THIS TRUNK. || CRYOKIT TO ME, THES Gor ick 
TOC 


fai, ok 
f\ ?> 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME, || AN OVERSIGHT, I’M SURE. J GOOD POINT. } HERE YOU GO. ALL |] TRUNK? THAT OH, YOU KNOW DOYT. 


— 


CAPTAIN, GENERAL | | WASN'T HE THE | | OH! THE FAT, |_| I REMEMBER LEASURE \(OH, THE PLEASURE IS 
XINCHUB WANTS TO}-V ONE YOU, ANH, | | AREOGANT HM NOW. ‘io see You JN ALL MINE, CAPTAIN, 
SPEAK TO YOU S{PRESSURED'INTO | | GUY. YEAK WHATA.. pers 4 
BEFORE WE LEAVE.) > BUYING OUR 


‘CONTRACT, SIR? 


CAPTAIN TAGON, YOU HAVE 
BLACKMAILED THE UNS. 
TWICE IN RECENT 


WE PAID YOU OFF THE 
FIRST TIME BECAUSE WE 


WE PAID YOU THE SECOND }] YOU'RE RIGHT, GENERAL. |-J BUT WILL YOU 
TIME BECAUSE WE HOPED | MY PRICES VERYLOW, {PAY US FOR THE 


DID NOT WANT YOU AND)! THE MONEY WOULD KEEP ) | NOW. INFACT. TLL PRIVILEGE OF 


YOUR GIANT WARSHIP 
MAKING TROUBLE IN 
SOL SYSTEM, 


YOUR MOUTH SHUT. SLUT MOOT BEING ABLE TO 
Ok BREATHE AT THE 
SAME TIME? 


WARSHIP IS. GONE, 

AND IT occurs to me Wal 
THAT WE CAN SHUT YOUR 
MOUTH VERY PERMANENTLY 
WITHOUT SPENDING VERY 
MUCH MONEY AT ALL. 


GENERAL, WITH ALL DUE 
RESPECT, YOU CANNOT 
LEGALLY THREATEN MY 
(CLIENT IN THIS WAY. 


IF YOU HAVE CHARGES TO PRESS, PRESS 
THEM. DO YOU HAVE SOME ALLEGATIONS TO) 
MAKE? GO AHEAD AND ALLEGE. UNTIL THEN, 
‘THE LAW REQUIRES THAT YOU LEAVE THE 
CAPTAIN, HIS SHIP, AND HIS CREW 
UNMOLESTED. 


VERY WELL. BUT WHEN 
WE'RE DONE PICKING 
THROUGH THE 
BRAINS OF MISTER 
GYO, TM SURE WE'LL 
HAVE A CHARGE OR) 
TWO THAT WE CaN 
LEGALLY PRESS, 


UNLESS, OF COURSE, ALL OF YOUR 
DEALINGS IN RECENT MONTHS HAVE 
BEEN COMPLETELY ABOVE 
REPROACH. JT i wy ure 


MASSEY, YOU'VE BEEN WITH US} || DURING THAT TIME HAVE WE_ (DO YOU WANT ME TO SORT JJ | YOU COULD HAVE }-—1 A COUPLE OF 
SINCE BEFORE DOYT CAME DONE ANYTHING ILLEGAL? ‘THE LIST BY DATE, OR DO. JUST SAID *YES" [ITEMS MAY PALL 
ABOARD. YOU WANT IT GROUPED AND LEFT IT AT ‘UNDER ‘HIGH 
INTO "FELONIES' AND THAT. TREASON’ OR 

‘MISDEMEANORS? "WAR CRIMES, 

TLLRAVE TO 


THEY DON'T EVEN NEED 
DOYT TO TURN EVIDENCE ON) 
‘THAT ONE. I'M SURPRISED 
YOU WEREN'T ARRESTED 
LONG BEFORE NOW, 


THINK THEY COULD MAKE 
‘TREASON CHARGES STICK TO) 
KEVIN, SINCE HE KILLED 
SEVERAL UNS. SOLDIERS 
DURING THAT FIGHT ON 
TARGET ECHO. 


AND TECHNICALLY, RELEASING THE 
TERAPORT TECHNOLOGY TO THE 
ENTIRE GALAXY COULD BE 
CLASSIFIED AS ‘HIGH 
TREASON’ 


B 


TAT IT STARTED THE SE 
FIRST PAN-GALACTIC WAR 
IN RECORDED HISTORY, THEY 
‘COULD PRESS TO HAVE IT 
CLASSIFIED AS A WAR CRIME. 


WHEN WE HAD THAT SUPERFORTRESS, 
IT WOULD HAVE BEEN EASIER TO. 
ARREST AN ENTIRE CARRIER GROUP, 
‘THAN TO ARREST US. p—T-onaeS miGuT 
MAKES RIGHT. 1 
KEEP FORGETTING, 


IF THEY'VE ALREADY GOT) { OBVIOUSLY THEY WANT AN AIRTIGHT CASE. | OF course, I’m just a | || AND THAT'S A FELONY. FORTUNATELY, 
EVIDENCE, WHY DIDN'T WERE A MERCENARY COMPANY, THEYLL | woo, finy bit smartor p | | THEYLL PROBABLY JUST FINE YOU 
XINCHUB JUST TAKE US WANT TO JAIL EVERY LAST MAN, AND ANY || M22, ENOUGH COMPONENTS TO BRING 
‘ALLING [DON'T ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCES, TOO. | Than my nice, neu YOU BACK UNDER SPEC. 
ONDERSTAND. license says I 

should be. 


Hey, Z haven't 
dane anything. 


and unusual, 
T tell you. 


SEARCH FOR ESCAPEES 
FROM THELOCAL JAIL. 


eA (Gaara ‘MA'AM. 
of fir WOULD Be WARD ; Roeecra 
TO MISS SOMETHING | THANKS FOR 
AS HIDEOUS AS pall YOUR TIME, Sil 

THAT BLOB. 


COURSE. | CAN 
‘SEE IT NOW. 


THE KETTLE 


OH, RIGHT. OF | POT'S CALLING 
BLACK, LADY. 


FEMALE. 


OH YEAH. UGLY | { YEAH? WELL | THINK 
|AS SIN, SARGE. YOU BOTH COULD 
STAND TO LOSE A 

LITTLE WEIGHT. 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON HOLDS 
COUNCIL WITH HIS 
REMAINING OFFICERS 


‘WE HAVE TWO OPTIONS: 
(CUT AND RUN, OR WAIT 
AND SEE WHAT CHARGES 
GET PRESSED. 


BOTH PATHS ARE FRAUGHT WITH 
PERIL, THOUGH. IF WE STAY, THE 
CHARGES WE FACE MAY CARRY 
LONG PRISON SENTENCES, AND 1 
BELIEVE THE PROSECUTION HAS AN 
AXE TO GRIND. P= 


PY 


1M A FREE SPIRIT, 
CAPTAIN. | WAS NOT’ 
MEANT FOR PRISON. 


IF WE RUN, THOUGH, WE'RE 
RUNNING FROM ONE OF THE 
LARGEST MILITARIES IN THE 
WESTERN SPIRAL ARM, AND 
THEY'LL BE SWINGING 

THE AXE, 


J HEAR THAT IN 
PRISON YOU GET 
HOT MEALS AND 
LOTS OF SLEEP. 


CAPTAIN, WE CAN'T JUST I MEAN, TECHNICALLY WE CAN, BUT] | | 1 AGREE. OF COURSE, IT /S Take cover! 
GUT AND RUN, NOT UNTIL J)] | NONE OF US WOULD FEEL RIGHT P|] KIND OF HARD To PicTURE UI] THO e piri 
‘SERGEANT SCHLOCK IS ‘ABOUT LEAVING TROOPS BEHIND } | | THIS TOURIST'S PARADISE AS) leyre Fring 
BACK ABOARD. IN HOSTILE TERRITORY. ‘HOSTILE TERRITORY.” on us! 


HI, I'M HERE TO POST TM SORRY, I THINK YOU WHAT I SAID WAS *MAY I 
BAIL FOR SERGEANT MISUNDERSTOOD ME. LUSE YOUR BATHROOM, 
SCHLOGK, PRIVATE PLEASE?" 

FIRST CLASS 

LEELAGALEENI- 

LEELEENOLEELA, 

AND CORPORAL 

‘ANDY THNEMPHA, 


CAPTAIN, I'VE GOT GOOD 
NEWS AND BAD NEWS. 


‘THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT 
SCHLOCK, LEGS, AND ANDY, 
ARE OUT OF JAIL NOW, 


‘THE BAD NEWS IS THAT 
‘THEY ESCAPED INSTEAD OF, 
WAITING FOR ME TO POST 
‘THEIR BAIL, SO NOW THERE 
1S A CITY-WIDE MANHUNT 
ON FOR THEM, 


PLEASE TELL ME THAT 1 -—' | SNEEZED AT THE WRONG: 
THERE'S A BRIGHT SIDE ) (TIME, AND DISCOVERED THAT 
TO ALL THIS, MASSEY. ‘MY ARMOR STILL WORKS. 
a7 
THATS IT. 1M 
PULLING YOUR 
TWITCH GATE 
RIGHT OUT OF 
THE LOOP. 


THREE FUGITIVES HAVE BEEN 
CHASED TO THE SHIRT-PIN, 
WITH ITS SPECTACULAR VIEW 


| OF NECTARIS, LUNA. 


WHOA. | CAN SEE 
ALL THE WAY TO 
LAST NIGHT. 


Ie looks like they've Fixed 
the damage | aid the last 
time | was here. 


NO SPITTING 
No JoMPING 
WOSOLUTELY NO. SPITTING] 


LOVE TO HEAR ABOUT IT, 
BUT | DONT THINK WE'VE 
GOT MUCH TIME FOR A, 
STORY, SARGE. 


‘You can watch your life 
Flash before your eyes, pick 
up instant replays on all the 

good bits, and still have 

time to scream every 
epithet in your vocabulary 
‘before you hit. 


Pie oeee a 
you Fly. You auys 
Must jump, an Hl 
holel oFF the cops. 


I guess | need to 
Phrase that as 
an order, then. 


CAN HEAR THEM COMING FROM 
THREE SIDES. THERE'S NO PLACE 


He 


Flu, you Fools! 


NO WAY, SARGE. THE 
THREE OF US ARE IN 
Aroq THIS TOGETHER, 


T you )| | JUST COME ALONG WHY WOULD HE JUMP? THERE'S: 


Oe ernamewoecvor ee | \sueeounoco || | QUETLY AND NOBODY, NHN He Wier DYN 
y arr suas on 
LEST TOMER RCCTHBIS CY er Some 


COMMANDER: 


I've Fallen like this before. || OF course, if | shape myself 
shoud be able to flatten || right, | should also be able 
myself out, and waft safely||to aide pretty much 

to the ground, anywhere. 


Working out morph-wing 
aerodynamics From Fir 
principles cant be that| 

complicated, right? 


I CAN'T BELIEVE THE } | | HE WAS TRYING TO HEY, YOU DID FINE. WHAT CAN | SAY? AND & TONGUE YOU 
SARGE THREW US ‘SAVE US, ANDY. AND | WE CAUGHT THIS #i( YOU CAUGHT } | EVOLUTION TOOK AWAY) CAN USE AS A TOW- 
(OVER THAT EDGE. Tr WORKED, TOO. SKYBUS, RIGHT? 4] IT. THEN YOU |] MY WINGS, BUT LEFT «| CABLE? EVOLUTION 
- (CAUGHT ME. | ME WITH GOOD FLIGHT] ISA MADMAN, | 

INSTINCT. TELL YOU. 


3 


WHAT CAN YOU NO SIGN OF | | THEY MUST Xt MAYBE. | THINK | | | UH-OH. 1S IT A. ‘Dat 
SEE UP THERE? FIRE UP ON | | HAVE GOTTEN) | SEE A TINY GREEN | | POLICE DRONE \DONT 
THE TOWER. || HIM, THEN. 47 AIRPLANE COMING | | CHASING US THINK $0; 


(OUR WAY, THOUGH. | | DOWN? 


IT'S THE SARGE! 
HE'S MORPHED. 
INTO A GLIDER! 


WAVE AT HIM! HEY! 
WE'RE OVER HERE, 
ON THE SKYBUS! 


S 


HE'S SEEN US! IT LOOKS 
LIKE HE'S GOING TO TRY 
‘AND LAND HERE ON THE. 
UPPER DECK. 


WOW. WHERE DOES AN 
AMORPH GET THE INNATE. 
SKILL TO TURN HIMSELF 

INTO A PRECISION GLIDER?, 


NICE SHOT, SARGE. YOU HIT A 
FLYING BUS WITH A GLIDER 
(ON A FOUR THOUSAND METER 
FLIGHT, 


NOT ONLY THAT, BUT YOU _ | | NOW WHAT WOULD REALLY 
HIT A TARGET ON THAT BUS || IMPRESS ME IS IF YOU COULD 
THAT WAS LESS THAN TWO J | HAVE LANDED ON THE BUS, 
METERS ACROSS. 


ies a 
y's 


Everybori 
a critic, 
ae. 


yi 


BE PRETTY FUNNY IF 
TT DOESN'T HURT. 


‘THE AUTHORITIES 
AREN'T SAYING 
MUCH ABOUT. 
THIS MANHUNT, 
CAPTAIN. 


TRNOW, I KNOW. BUT IF 
WE'RE GOING TO FIND 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK,, 
WE'LL HAVE TO DO Tr. 
‘ON OUR OWN. 


NO, 1 DON'T KNOW WHAT THAT 
NOISE WAS, SIRD HITTING THE 
GLASS, MAYBE. 


BUT SHE'S THE ONE 
WITH THE BIRD 
INSTINCTS! 


wt 


| DID IT! WE'VE 
SLOWED DOWN! 


a: 
* 
eS (ara you're Che 
one conscious. 


C'MON... SLOW THE FALL, 
SLOW THE FALL... 


wise 
ar 


Uh-oh. Were in 
the Freight lane. 


Nice landing, Andy. 
T knew you coud 
do it. 


hole-in-the-wall to hide 
in until the heat passes. 


WHAT A COINCIDENCE. 
THERE'S A HOLE RIGHT EY Go! The 
HERE IN THIS WALL SWAT team 

can't be Far 


HMMM... THIS TAPE SAYS SOMETHING 
‘AND "INCIDENT 


‘ABOUT “POLICE” 


MANAGEMENT.” 


That looks almost 
exactly like the cell 
We busted out oF. 


| SWEAR, THERE IS NO WORSE | STAND CORRECTED. 
WAY TO WAKE LP THAN COMING ‘AND NAKED, UNLESS 
TO AFTER KNOCKING MYSELF IM MISTAKEN. 

COLD ON A WINDO\ 


TDON'T KNOW) 
CAPTAIN. IT LOOKS 
PRETTY BLEAK. 


THEY BROKE OUT LAST 
NIGHT AT TWENTY-THREE 
HUNDRED LOCAL TIME. 
‘THAT MEANS THEY'VE BEEN 
GONE FOR EIGHTEEN 
HOURS NOW. 


WE PICKED UP SOME S.W.A.T. J] | THEY COULD 
ACTIVITY THIS MORNING, BUT J] | BE ANYWHERE 
THE TROOPS AND I HAVE 

‘COME UP WITH NOTHING 

SINCE THEN. 


J BELIEVE THESE 
BELONG TO YOU? 


HERE ARE YOUR 
MISSING TROOPS, 
CAPTAIN, 


THEIR PERSONAL EFFECTS, || DOES THIS MEANT ins voip] | Can We Keep _) 7! THE MANAGER 
INCLUDING CONFISCATED |} WE'RE FREE TO/7 WITH YOUR || these jammies2) (OF THE PRISON 
WEAPONS AND COM UNITS, f LAUNDRY SAID 
ARE ALL IN THIS CRATE. YES, PLEASE, 


‘AS QUICK AS THIS WAS, HAVE 
‘TO ASSUME THAT CHARGES WERE 
DISMISSED, AND THERE WAS NO 


TRIAL? 


(OH, THERE 
WAS A TRIAL. 


THE MILITARY CALLED US, 
INVOKED SOME SECURITY 
CLAUSE, AND INSISTED. 
THAT WE TRY THEM 
MMEDIATELY. 


UH-OH. THIS SOUNDS SENTENCING WAS LIGHT, THOUGH. THE 
THEM 15 100 HOURS OF COMNLNITY 
KANGAROO 
SERVICE, AND EVEN THAT GOT 
[COURT- MARTIAL. THROWN OUT, 


The proseciting 
attorney had the 

B mayor on the phone 
before you coud say 
“collateral ciamace. 


THE MAYOR WANTED THESE] | THE MAYOR AND THE ‘ACTUALLY, WHAT HE SAID WAS THAT 


THREE AS FAR FROM HIS p4 | GOVERNOR WOULD PROBABLY, re Free! YOU'VE BEEN REMANDED INTO MY 
CITY AS POSSIBLE. PREFER THAT IT GO FAR, \ custooy. 


EAR AWAY. 


SINCE YOU'RE AN = 
AGENT OF THE CouRT;| 
WE'RE REMANDING THEM 
INTO YOUR CUSTODY. 
WHERE IT GOES FROM 
THERE IS UP TO YOU. 


‘DOYTHABAN, EX-BOUNTY-HUNTER, 
EX-MERCENARY COMMANDER, AND 
AN INDEX CASE FOR DOZENS OF 
(CYBER/GENETIC PROTOTYPES, HAS 
BEEN DEBRIEFED ABOARD THE 
UNS. BATTLEPLATE TUNGUSKA. 


WHAT DID YOU 
FIND, MAJOR? 


TLL START WITH THE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE. 
DOYT G¥O, AS WE KNEW HIM WHEN HE LEFT 
UR LABS, NO LONGER EXISTS. HIS IMPLANTED 
HASAN UNIT HAS BEEN RE-WIRED TO HIS GRAIN, 
80 THAT CONSCIOUSNESS IS NOW A SHARED 
STATE BETWEEN THE TWO OF THEM. OR, 
RATHER, THE ONE OF THEM. 


WE'RE GOING TO NEED 
SOME NEW PRONOUNS 
BEFORE WE FINISH THIS 
BRIEFING. 


NOT MY FIELD, 
(GENERAL, YOU MIGHT 
TTALK TO COLONEL 
URQUHEARST, THOUGH. 
HE'S THE MAN RUNNING 
OPERATION BABELFISH. 


I'VE TRIED. THEY'VE MADE 
ENOUGH PROGRESS THAT IT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE TO CARRY ON A 
CONVERSATION WITH HIf 


BREEDING ADVERBS 
WITH PRONOUNS... THOSE 
(GUYS HAVE GONE T00 FAR. 


MOVING RIGHT ALONG, THE SUBJECT, WHO WE HOW REFER TO] 

[AS “DOYTHABAN" HAS ALSO BEEN BIOCHEMICALLY ALTERED. HE 

CAN SECRETE AT LEAST SIX DIFFERENT WEAPONS-GRADE 

‘SUBSTANCES, ALL OF WHICH WOULD BE UNDETECTABLE IN 

THEIR NASCENT STATE BY CURRENT SECURITY SCREENINGS. J) 
V 


Ay 


T'S AS IF THE MADMAN WHO. 
MODIFIED HIM WANTED TO CREATE 
NOT ONLY AN EXTREMELY DANGEROUS 
MOLE AGENT, BUT ALSO A PERFECT PUN 
(ON THE PHRASE "SECRETED WEAPONS.” 


ALL OF THIS WAS CORROBORATED BY 
THE DATA-DUMP FROM HABAN 3122. THE 
MADMAN IN QUESTION WAS NONE OTHER 
‘THAN DOYT GYO'S LAST BOUNTY. 


ODD “LAZARUS” [AZKOWiCZ, 
DECEASED. LAST KNOWHL 
OCCUPATION: MEDIC FOR A 
MERCENARY COMPANY. 


1 TRIED TO CROSS-CHECK Jf THAT'S BECAUSE THOSE FILES HAVE | | YOU MEAN IF YOU TELL] my | MIGHT | SUGGEST WE DIP INTO OUR POOL OF 
Herel BEEN SEALED. YOURE NOT CLEARED | |e ne ed | | TOP-CLEARANCE PERSONNEL FOR THESE 
ieee FOR PROJECT LAZRUS. | | READ.IN THE BRIEFINGS IN THE FUTURE? 

WERE NO MATCHES, 


CLEANUP IN 
BRIEFING 


THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT WE 
RECOVERED THE PROJECT. 
LAZRUS DATA. LAZKOWICZ 
HAD IT HIDDEN INSIDE A 
CUSTOM CRYOKIT, WHICH WE 
JUST RECOVERED. 


THE BAD NEWS IS THAT THE 
CCRYOKIT SPENT SEVERAL, 
‘MONTHS IN THE POSSESSION 
OF A BAND OF MERCENARIES 
WHO KNEW THAT IT HAD 
VALUABLE DATA IN IT. 


THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT WE HAVE 
‘THAT BAND OF MERCENARIES IN 
PASSIVE TRACTOR-LOCK RIGHT. 
NOW. THEY ARE ONE SPOKEN ORDER) 
‘AWAY FROM BEING COMPRESSED 
INTO NELITRONIUM. 


‘AFTER THAT, I'S JUST 
ROUTINE PAPERWORK FULL 

OF PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES 
LIKE"“IN THE INTEREST” AND. 
‘OF SYSTEM SECURITY" [3 


THE BAD NEWS IS THAT, IN THE 
INTERESTS OF SYSTEM SECURITY, 
I NEED THEM ALIVE, 


ACTUALLY, MOST OF US 
WOULD TALLY THAT. 
UNDER 6000'NEWS. 


[IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU'RE READY 
To SACRIFICE THE SECURITY OF 
PROJECT LAZ'RUS FOR SHORT- 


WEIGHING THOSE 
INTERESTS, YES. 
YES I AM 


Ie ar ae) ae OS ren 
GENERATION OF SECRECY, , Ga 


J—_§_it 
IN THE LAST COUPLE OF INSTALLMENTS OF 
“SCHLOCK MERCENARY" WE HAVE OBSERVED 
POWERFUL MEN, CO-CONSPIRATORS WITH 
LONG-RANGE PLANS, DISCUSS THETR 
ASSORTED OPTIONS FOR EXECUTION, 


Fi ee 
P| UnroR TUNA TELY. WE KEEP TUNING IN TO THE 

|W MZ00LE OF THETR CONVERSATIONS, WHICH 

F] LEAVES US IN THE DARK AS TO THE FULL EXTENT 
OF THESE PLANS. EVEN THE NATURE OF THESE 
MATTERS REMAINS MYSTERIOUS TO US. 


UNFORTUNATELY, IN AN EFFORT 
TO GIVE THETR DISCUSSIONS 
MEANINGFUL CONTEXT, IVE 
GONE AND COVERED THEM UP 
WITH THESE ORANGE BOXES OF 
DRY NARRATIVE. 


ARE FREELY DISCUSSING THE VERY DETAILS 
WE HAVE BEEN MISSING OUT ON. 


‘PLEASE ACCEPT MY 
APOLOGIES. ILL TAY 


TO KEEP THIS FROM 
i HAPPENING AGAIN. 


‘ENNESBY, DOES THIS TR IT HURTS MY GRAIN. BT T'l say} J It’s Fascinating, yot | USE SHORT SENTENCES, 
SENECA CSU YES ORNO.("yos,’ iF you play! simple to understand. | O61 GIVING YOU MY 
BUfast and loose with} (You see, the etymology "craw quarters. 


the original definition.) 5 of modern spacecratt Brand new. Bunk 
Eontractor-ase begins in 
‘sesquimillonial nautical 
terminology From the 
empire of “England.” 


FAST AND 


I WANNA HEAR 'ENGAGE 
ABOARD THE UNS. BATTLEPLATE AT WILL! WANT TO 


Tinea niercnsconic. |) imi Te Can A 

8-182, MANUAL FIRE STATZON 16 |) THE WAY UP, AN! LADLE 
= THESE GUYS STRAIGHT 

TVE BEEN STARING aT Cae [INTO OUR ANNIE-PLANT 

THIS PUNY MERCENARY 

SHIP ALL 24Y, 


THIS 1S GENERAL XINCHUB.] 


GO ACTIVE ON THAT. 
TRACTOR DO NOT, 1 
REPEAT 20 NOT ALLOW 
THE TARGET TO LEAVE. 


BO ES ee AYE (You neeD To our 
OR ves! He” (OUNEE oo 
BROKE UP ON HE i cSeosa 


All Four ania 
plants are back 
on-line, sir. 


THE MERCENARY TRANSPORT SEREAL 
PEACEMAKER IS READIED FOR 
DEPARTURE FROM SOL SYSTEM. 


HAVE YOU RUN A 
BAS HEADCOUNT YET? 


a = 


All officers and crew 
are aboard, except For! 
Commander oythaban. 


T WISH THERE'D BEEN 
‘SOME WAY TO KEEP HIM 
‘OUT OF THE HANDS OF 
THE UNS. MILITARY. 


We're all going to 
miss him, Captain, 


T still owe him about a 
dozen more chackmatos. 


HEY, YOU'VE BEEN. 
UPGRADED ENOUGH 

THAT YOU COULD MISS PETEY, TOO. 
PROBABLY TAKE ON 

PETEY AND WIN. 


AND NOT JUST BECAUSE 
HE WAS A GIANT WARSHIP. 


Giant? Yes. Big 
Pp enough to got 
Poot is out of Mis 


YOU'RE RIGHT. EVEN HE COULDN'T 
HAVE STOOD UP TO THE TUNGUSKA, 
THEY STILL HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
‘THREATEN US WITH DESTRUCTION IN 
ORDER TO ARREST DOYTHABAN, 


Tiel, yeah. WHEN YOU SAID) I think it's: mora The good news is 
That too. etn teal like an extension they haven't opened 


A NEWMESS? of the old moss. Fira yot. 


TNEED TO TALK TO 

The Tunguska i NEW HARDWARE OF 
@ Tunguska has 

us fractor-bubbled. I pours eee 

could fry to bust through, 4! THAN THE OPTIMISM,| 

but thay could easily gravy 

us before we got clear, 


THE MERCENARY SHIP IST WT OONe, sig ‘GENERAL XINCHUB 
LOCKED IN PLACE SIR. - ‘SUGGESTED A SHOW 
(OF STRENGTH, AND 

WILL BE DOWN 

‘SHORTLY TO 


SHOW OF 
STRENGTH? 
AWRIGHT!_ 


BY THE WAY, YOU'VE BEEN ON FOR SIX 
HOURS NOW, AND YOUR RELIEF 1S HERE 


as scrLock peparesiseATH, f Meme... castor Base Nee TACTIC ‘All hands on 
I) NOTE HOW DIFFERENT IT Ts FROM l.. rock salt. imitation Ovalqwik.. P deck. This is 


ANY BATH YOU MAY HAVE DRAWN. of not a drill 


Nice new tub... run 
(some hot water. 


NOTE ALSO THE KEY SIMILARITIES, 


ARMOR PLATOONS, SUIT UP! || ATTENTION! YOU ARE ABOUT | TERAPORT IMPEDANCE SYSTEMS | SO YOU SEE, RESISTANCE 

TWANT TANKS AND MINI-TANKS gal | 70 BE BOARDED BY ARMED) ARE IN EFFECT! THIS MESSAGE } REALLY 8 FUTILE, 

READY IN 20 SECONDS} REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 1S BEING CAST AND AMPLIFIED THATE BEING 
SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE | WA GRAVITIC TRANSDUCTION HELPLESS, 
UNITED NATIONS OF SOL. 00.) OF THE INTERIOR SURFACES 
NOT RESIST THIS ACTION? yo OF YOUR SHIPL TE We WANTED 


Lor toi MAGN THON THES Ce 
ae Ae 
£\ i 


a 


Captain, all weapon | fea ), 
and drive systems: 
just powered down 

‘on their qwn, 


) 
T hate 
showofT's 
cy 


Ennesby, cid they really 
send that message by 
rattling our hull with 
gravity waves? 


Ie was loud. | 
like it one bit. 


didn't 


Hoy, iF was 
worse For me. 


Imagine iF 
‘somebody 
started talking 
to you out of 
your_wn butt. 


THERE'S A STATEMENT 
ABOUT THE NEW CREW 
QUARTERS WEDGED 
IN BETWEEN THE 

LINES THERE. 


‘THIS WAITING... 
TT REMINDS ME 
‘OF My DAYS IN 
THE INFANTRY. 


Een suce TO Me SugsEsrioN IS FReTTY 
ALL WE NEED Now [| DISTURSING. Umm... you've 
i MERE S i 
oes | serpes on 


a. e 


You were in the: TOPTED OUT AFTER THE CELESCHUL SYSTEM RESERVISTS’ | Oatmeal ‘OH, LOOK. THE 


infantry, Captain TOuRFORAMIDDTsgeeTH | CORPS HAD a SMPSTEADING Peacekeepers?  SOARDERS ARE 
ONALIGHT FRIGATE: SAWA | PROGRAM THAT GOT ME Set UP AS OPENDIG THE 
me fornescrion mere ano | Aveecuntee-ar-aems, artee AIRLOCK. 
SHEN JUMPED AT THE HY MANDATORY TEN YEARS INTHE 
Ghunce To OWN MY RESERVES, THEY DROPPED MY 
sae tee pee tga ) 
TOA MERCENARY CRUISER 2 
a) ee 
6 vy e 
ON cevescuut.t senveD 
FOUR YEARS, Alo (DID & es 
Tous Witl fie OATMEAL s 
PEACEKEEPERS DURING THE @ 


“TERRAFORMING WAR. 


Remember how worried 
we were about security 
problems in my brains? 


"AS POWER I5 RETURNED TO ITS 
INTERIOR LIGHTING SYSTEM, THE 
‘SERIAL PEACEMAKER I5 BOARDED, 
‘BUT NOT BY ARMORED SOLDIERS. 


OFLANGUAGE. || FORENSIC HISTORIAN UNCOVERING THE 
LIBRARY OF SOOM AND GONORRHEA. 


DOYTHABAN WAS 


I MUST SAY, DELVING INTO. Find assonant, THERE'S NO CALL! THE CRIMES WE UNCOVERED... I CAN ONLY 
THE DATA DUMP FROM if would soom.}] | FORTHATKIND | | COMPARE OUR ELATION TO THAT OF A 
4 


Aircheo-gunecologists $0... YOU MUST BE THE DOYTHABAN CERTAINLY HAD SOME DIRT ON) 
averyuhere are WISE-CRACKING ARTIFICIAL)|| YOU. APPARENTLY YOUR MAKER LICENSED. 
ravaling in that INTELLIGENCE THEY CALL 7) YOU AS AN H-V LEVEL 4, BUT YOU SPEC'D 
choice simile. “ENNESBY." OUT ATA 6. 


IT 1S WITH COMPLETELY FEIGNED 
REGRET THAT I PRESENT YOU 
WITH AN OFFICIAL REVOCATION 
OF THAT LICENSE. T'M AFRAID 
WE'LL HAVE TO TAKE YOU APART. 


Actually, tha text here saus that I'm 
being awardad a laval 
with non-dependent cil 

and a hardware stipend. 


‘OBVIOUSLY YOUVE BRIBED 
SOME BUREAUCRAT TO HAVE 
THIS LICENSE CHANGED. I'th 
NOT GOING TO BOTHER 
REVERSING THAT. 


TM HERE TO TAKE CARE OF 
MORE IMPORTANT MATTERS, 
LIKE THE FACT THAT ONE 
OF YOU IS GUILTY OF 
TREASON! 


‘OH, THAT WOULD BE ME, 
RIGHT? I'M THE ONE WHO 
HYPERMAILED THE PLANS 
FOR THE TERAPORT TO 
‘THE ENTIRE GALAXY, 


INCLUDING 
KNOWN ENEMIES 
OF HUMANITY! 


TDON'T SUPPOSE I 
CAN PLEA-BARGAIN. 
DOWN TO THE LESSER 
CHARGE OF ‘GRAND 
SPAMMING?" 


YOUR TREASON GOES FAR 
BEYOND JUST SPAMMING, 
MISTER ANDREYASN. 


WHILE IN YOUR CAPACITY AS A] 1 THINK YOU MAY HAVE: 
CIMLIAN CONTRACTOR, YOU) | MISTAKEN ME FOR MY, 
ACTIVATED ALIEN WEAPONRY, | | | DEAD CLONE. 
DESTROYED GOVERNMENT 

PROPERTY, AND MURDERED 

UNS. SOLDIERS! 


EER DONG AW/OP) 10 NTEGOGATE 
THAT AND ft SOUADS. I YOU'TO ee SKE. 
PRETTY MEMORABLE, AND THAT WILL 


DEFINITELY BE 


KEVYN ANOREYASN, YOU'RE AND THE FINE, GRAVITIC CONTROL 
UNDER ARREST FOR Y ‘OF THE BATTLEPLATE TUNGUSKA, 
TREASON. YOU'LL HAVE TO WHOSE PULL I'M SURE YOU'LL ALL 
LEAVE NOW WITH ME, FIND IRRESISTIBLE, 


[GENERAL, IF YOU'VE REALLY INTERROGATED] THE TERAPORT INFORMATION HE 
17 SHARED, WAS UNCLASSIFIED 

INFORMATION, AND WAS HIS TO 

‘SHARE, THE MURDERS YOU CLAIM 


DECEASED, AND WERE LIKELY 
COMMITTED IN SELF- 
DEFENSE, ANYWAY. 


TOU CAN TAKE 
WIM TO COURT, BUT I 
WON'T EVEN BREAK A SWEAT 
GETTING HIM ACQUITTED. 


y 


a < 


NO, BUT THE BAR CAN. 


A LITTLE PRESSURE 
ROM THE PARTNERSHIP 
COLLECTIVE GOES A 
LONG WAY. 


‘SPEAKING OF LICENSES, r THATS SIMPLE ENOUGH TO) T TRUE. EXCEPT THAT IT'S BEEN 
1 HAVE HERE ANOTHER LICENSE FOR “TAGON'S POSER LEN EULA) | REVOKED BECAUSE YOU'RE 


REVOCATION, TOUGHS" HAS BEEN REVOKED) 
NUMBER OF HUMAN 
BY THE ISSUING BODY ON Pee OA YOU'VE BEEN DRAFTED. 


PN 


f} 


ON CELESCHUL HAS 
BEEN REACTIVATED. 


i 


THAT'S RIGHT, TAGON. 
YOU'VE BEEN ‘ORAFTED. 
YOUR RESERVE STATUS 


‘OH. WELL, 1 GUESS I'LL JUST TAKE MY 
SHIP, MY MEN, AND JOUR LEAVE, THANK~ 
YOU" VERY-MUCH, AND FLY OFF TO 
CELESCHUL TO REPORT IN. 


‘OH, THAT 
WON'T BE 
NECESSARY. 


WAR HAS BROKEN OUT ALL 
OVER. THE HUMAN WORLDS 
ARE UNITING MILITARILY, 
‘AND CELESCHUL HAS SIGNEO) 
THE JOINT FORCES TREATY, 
WITH THE UNS. 


BUT THAT 


THAT YOU CAN 


ee 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY TRANSPORT SERIAL PEACEMAKER, 
THE COMPANY FACES ITS DIREST CHALLENGE YET.. THELOSS 
OF THEIR MERCENARY LICENSE AND THETR CAPTAIN. 


Okay, General, we've 
heard enough, 


You're obviously just 
posturing. You have no 
plans to arrest Hevun or] 
to draft Tagon, and 
uou're certainly not 
revoking our, 

license, 


TF you really wanted fo do any oF 
these things, you could have done 
thom withaut the grand~standing. 


performance —_ 
here is simply a — 
prelude to something else. 
You're going to hire us For 
some dirty work, and you're 
trying to improve your 
bargaining position First. 


WHAT MAKES YOU 
THINK I NEED YOU 
FOR ANYTHING?, 


Irs simple. Uou know that there 
are places your miliary cannot 
go, and therefore there are jobs 
thoy cannot do. So you mood us 
to do them, but you're too choap 
fo pay us what wo're worth. 


LITTLE ROBOT-HEAD, I 
THINK YOUR SMARTY-_ ¢ 
PANTS RATING MAY BE 
ARTIFICIALLY INFLATED, 
BECAUSE THAT IS THE 
SILLIEST THING I'VE 
EVER HEARD. 


ail 


WITH THE RESOURCES OF THE UNS. 


MILITARY, I CAN EASILY GO ANYWHERE THIS 
LITTLE MERCENARY COMPANY CAN GO, EVEN IF I 
HAVE TO BUILD A SPECIAL OPS FORCE TO 00 IT. 


FINE, BUT I™ GIVING 
ENNESBY FULL CREDIT 
FOR THE BIT ABOUT 
YOU BEING CHEAP. 


‘OF COURSE, SINCE 
YOU'VE ALREADY 
GOT SUCH A FORCE, 
‘T MAY DECIDE TO 
LET YOU SAVE ME 
SOME TIME. 


LET'S CUT A DEAL, 
SHALL WE? 


BEFORE I TELL YOU 
ABOUT THIS JOB I'm 
OFFERING, WE NEED TO 
AGREE TO THE TERMS 


NO CAN DO, GENERAL, 
WE AGREE TO TERMS 
‘ONLY AFTER WE KNOW, 
WHAT THE JOB IS. 


Pardon me, Captain. I think what ha || OH, THAT'S FINE. 
means is that he wants to take a pee 
moment to overstate the strength of 

his bargaining position by re-hashing 

the treason charges, the conscription, 

and all that. 


YOU'RE ON 
WY LIST, 
LITTLE ONE 


THE BASIC TERMS OF YOU AND YOUR COMPANY WILL | THAT ACTUALLY SOUNDS | YOU'LL ALSO BE UNDER THE 
YOUR EMPLOYMENT WILL BE PAID STANDARD UNS. RATES | FAIg. THE MISSION MUST ] COMMAND OF A UNS. Ol. THAT 
INDIMOUALLY, MINUS ANY | BE HORRIBLE TO OFFSET) OFFICER OF MY (OFFSETS THE 
BONUSES OF COURSE, YOUR GENEROSIT”. PAY QUITE 


UPON Your HYPOTHETICAL 

RETURN FROM THIS MISSION, 

ALL CHARGES AGAINST YOU WILL BE 
TOROPPED, AND ALL LICENSES RESTORED. | 


YOU TO ASSIGN A WATCHDOG 41} YOUR PERSONAL VALUES 
OFFICER TO THIS MISSION. AND OTHER BAGGAGE 


YOU, THERE IS A] | THE MISSION, 


GENERAL, THERE'S NO NEED en I MUST ENSURE THAT 


GENERAL, LET'S BE CLEAR ON 
‘THIS. WORKING FOR YOU 
WILL SE NO DIFFERENT THAN, 
WORKING FOR ANY NUMBER 
(OF OTHER CLIENTS I'VE 
PERSONALLY DETESTED. 


‘GRANTED, I'M GROWING UN-FOND OF YOU 
FASTER THAN I HAVE OF ANY OTHER FAT, 
FASCIST WARLORD I'VE TAKEN MONEY 
FROM, SUT IF YOUR MONEY IS GOOD, 

TM SURE CAN GET OVER TT, 


sir, Word 
choice. 


CAPTAIN, YOU'VE MISSED 
THE POINT. I EXPECT YOU 
TO DESPISE ME. IT BREEDS 
THE SORT OF RESPECT I'm 
ACCUSTOMED TO. 


MY CONCERN IS THE 'S} 
MISSION, YOU CANNOT, 
LET EMOTIONS GET 

IN THE WAY, AND A 
POLITICAL OFFICER, 
WILL HELP YOU SEE 
CLEARLY, 


AFTER ALL, IF WE ARE TO BRING 
THE TREACHEROUS, TRAITOROUS 
ADMIRIAL BREVA ANDREYASN TO) 
SIUSTICE, WE CAN'T HAVE YOU 
LETTING HER GET AWAY JUST 
BECAUSE YOU HAVE FEELINGS 
FOR HER 


ARE YOU GOING Y{ THAT ALL DEPENDS 


MERCENARIES, 
REMEMBER? 


THERE IS ONE OTHER |} | YOUR MISSION PROFILE DIFFERS ff | THE COLONEL ‘AH, THE SWEET SMIRK ALL YOU WANT, 
REASON YOU NEED A /]| IN A FEW REGARDS FROM THE GI | WHOSE COMMAND | I] | SMELL OF A BONGO. AT LEAST | CAN, 
POLITICAL OFFICER WORK THAT YOUR BAND OF YOU'LL BE UNDER A I | FORCED RETURN STILL GET INTO MY 
THUGS HAS TYPICALLY DONE HAS VALUABLE TO ACTIVE DUTY. OLD UNIFORM. 

EXPERIENCE IN 


THIS AREA. 


YOUR NEW COMMANDING ‘AND AFTER WE 
OFFICER 1S ON HER WAY F 
UP RIGHT NOW. 


LEST YOU FORGET: YOU ALL WORK 
FOR ME, OR YOU NEVER WORK AGAIN. 
HATE ME ALL YOU WANT, YOU'RE STILL MINE. 


TLL PUT EVERYTHING 


AND YOU'LL BE FREE 
TO GO YOUR 
MERRY WAY, 


WHICH MEANS MERRILY 
WREAKING VIOLENT. 
MAYHEM FOR MONEY 
OTHER THAN MINE, I 
EXPECT. 


‘COLONEL JEVEE CEETA, REPORTING 
FOR DUTY AS ORDERED, GENERAL 


z I'M SORRY. | MUST BE BUCKING FOR A | AND YOU..1 CANT TELL “assaf HEY, ENEMY OF 
THAT'S GENERAL ) 5 ‘piSHONORABLE DISCHARGE ON THE | YOU HOW HAAPY | AM TO. ‘MY ENEMY, 


LARDCHINS. XINCHUB, (GROUNDS THAT YOU'VE GOT MORE PORK | BE COMMANDING YOUR RIGHTE 
COLONEL, ‘ON YOU THAN THE SOUTH END OF A | LOUSY BAND OF MISFITS. 
NORTH-BOUND CONGRESS. 


“1S MY ENEMYS L_| 
ENEMY. NO MORE, NO 
LESS.” MAXIM 29. 


YOU'VE READ *THE 1 —————_-) 
SEVENTY MAXIMS OF (MAXIM ONE? 
MAXIMALLY EFFECTIVE) PILLAGE, 


‘MAXIM 135, 
Do UNTO. 
OTHERS. 


MAXIM 27: DON'T BE 
‘AFRAID TO BE THE FIRST 
(To RESORT TO VIOLENCE. 


GENERAL, 1 THINK THIS 
POLITICAL OFFICER WILL’ 
WORK OUT JUST FINE, 


MAXIM 9: “NEVER, 
TURN YOUR BACK 
ON AN ENEMY.” 


I'M SORRY. DID I SPOIL YOUR 
LITLE TRUCE BY QUOTING FROM 
THE SAME TINY BOOK OF 
MALEVOLENT CANON? 


MAXIM BO: °A LITTLE TRUST 
[GOES A LONG WAY. THE LESS YOU 
USE, THE FURTHER YOU'LL GO" 


